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What s Bruin? seeks to provide a 
forum for readers to address issues 
affecting Northrop. 
Editorial views reflected are solely 
the opinions of said writers. 
Letters to the editor MUST include 
names and class, including letters 
wishing to be published 
anonymously. 

Submit all letters to room D111. 
Unsigned or partially unsigned 
letters will not be published. 
We also reserve the right to edit for 
length and apprpriateness. 


What s Bruin? will not publish any 


malicious material or personal 
attacks. 
What s Bruin? is printed monthly 
by Fort Wayne Printing. 
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I don’t strive to memorize the songs 


as I go, they just stick in my head. 
-junior Phillip Blaine 
(insight pp6-8) 
New teachers, support staff; administrator changes mark start of year 


(news pp4-5) 


Q&A: New football coach Ernie Bojrab on new season 

(sports p9) : 
Hot new video games Madden ‘O05 and Final Fantasy X2 put to the 
test (premiere p12) 

Pro/Con: Should Northrop have the right to take away licenses from 
students? (forum p15) 
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Teaching Academy begins 
real-classroom interning 


Teaching academy seniors will start interning this week. Seniors 
are creating centers and they will give presentations to their class- 


mates. Their centers will consist of different activities such as math, 


art, writing, and food. 
Freshmen are teaching study skill lessons. They will also be 
selling entertainment books to help buy classroom materials. 


Kendrick new Key Club 
sponsor; service starts 


Twyla Kendrick is this years new Key Club sponsor. She is 
beginning the year with several community service opportunities. 
On Sept. 11, they had a car wash and earned a total of $435, 
which they donated to Unicef. 

They also participated in the Light the Night Walk on Sept. 15, 
and the Johnny Appleseed Festival the following weekend. 

On Sept. 18 they were in the Hunger Walk, and they will also 
be doing monthly activities. 

“Every month we will go to a nursing home and the Rescue 
Mission,” said Kendrick. 


Government classes plan 
mock presidential election 


For the 2004 Presidential election, Dave Stinson and Sean 
Bruening’s first nine week government classes will have a display 
case in the downstairs C-Hall near the stairs to show current issues 
of the presidential candidates. Some of the articles displayed will 
be debated in the election process. 

The second nine week classes will then have a mock election for 
all students to participate in. This will be on Nov. 2, during first 
period. 

Any help from the staff or students would be appreciated, since 
this project is a building wide activity. 


Student shows begin at 
downtown Civic Theater 


Ft. Wayne and area students will be performing in shows at the 
downtown Civic Theater and Performing Arts Center located on 
Main Street downtown. 

Productions include The Prince and the Pauper, that will play 
Oct. 18-20, 2004, and The Secret Garden, that will run from Feb. 
14-16, 2005, and The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, which 
will run on April 25-27, 2005 

These plays start at 9:30 a.m. on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday. The cost will be $4 per person, and anyone seated 
must have a paid reservation. 
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Tailgate Club donates 
to MDA and Jerry’s Kids 


This year the Tailgate Club has been fundraising for 
the “Jerry’s Kids” foundation of MDA. Tailgate sold 
paper footballs for $1. 

Everyone that bought a paper football put his or her 
name on it, and was hung on the wall upstairs by the 
main staircase. 

Tailgate meets before every football game in the bus 
parking lot at 4 p.m. 


CALM represents 
Northrop in AIDS walk 


Concerned Adolescents for Leadership in Mediation 
(CALM) participated in the ninth annual AIDS Walk on 
September 12 at Lawton Park. 

They represented Northrop along with other Northrop 
groups. 

“This was a big project for CALM, ” said sponsor Ear] 
Robinson. 

Anyone can ask to participate, but must have teacher 
recommendations and good citizenship. There are two 
training days each year, which must he nassed to inin 
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Bella Pizzeria 


| aR | 


We specialize in BRICK OVEN baking! 


FREE DELIVERY 


Traditional Italian Pizza delivered to your doorstep OR come on in 
and pick up your order and experience our BRICK OVEN Baking. 


490) 6552 Monday-Thursday Friday & Saturday 
ae 


11-midnight 11-2 
Two Large Two Students receive 30% Sunday 
Topping Pizzas off when they show noon-10 
EX re) A Deliver and 
$10.99 /”\ «4}) their student IDs a 


I : aT 
We will honor all our competitors’ coupons! 
Coupons must be valid 
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Faculty, administration change it up 


DeFord, is now the principal at 

Northside High School. 
DeFord found out about 

his transfer late in the summer. 


Shane Crager, English 


““A teacher has 


to be a good With his leave, it opened a 
listener and space for an administrator to 
compassionate fill. This space needed to be 
comsesle foardettheir filled quickly. 
Assistant principal Cheryl 
students.” Strader has taken the spot. 


“Tt will be fun, it is always 
nice to do something differ- 
ent,” said Strader on her new 
position. 

Strader, who is used to 
working with building events 
and ground, fares a challenge. 


“T want to make 
sure after high 
school they know 
how to work and 


improve on their “T’m going to be doing 


work ethics.” saranLEAVELL the master schedule, it is very 
NickSTIEBER time consuming,” said Strader. 

: She is still an assistant principal but 
dianaNGUYEN there are now responsibilities. 
santannaRAMSEY “T still had summers with my old 

“A good teacher katelynSTAYTON position. Now I’m working year round,” 

has to have a said Strader. 

sense of humor, A few weeks ago some administra- Assistant pupae a LeeAnn Thompson 
tors in the building had to take took over Strader’s old position. Like 


enthusiasm, and 
compassion in 
the classroom.” 


Strader, Thompson is still an assistant 
principal but her responsibilities have 
changed. 

Last year she was in student services 


time for sudden interviews. Since those 
interviews, the faculty has changed this 
year. 

Last years’ assistant principal, Chuck 


Tod Croft, science Mike Neuhauser, science Karen Kimmell, foreign language 


“Seeing a student “T’d like to “T want to give 


understand and have several my students a 
seeing a group of hands on better under- 
students involved activities, standing of a 
(makes his job interacting with different 
worth while).” the students.” culture.” 


Scott Dercks, art Andrea Hines, special ed. Rebecca Jackson, special ed. 


aT want students “7 want a very S “7 want to 
ables look successful year H 

things literally. year, ‘| help educate 
I'm trying to and want all the adults of 
expand the view my students to a 
of the world to graduate.” tomorrow. 
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and delt with discipline and data. Now Becky Smuck, treasurer 
she works with events through out the 


building. “This job 
“My first . 
thoughts were Bake ne 
the responsibili- satisfaction 
ties and how I knowing that I 
will be able to h 
do the job. It ave gotten 
will be learning (things) done 
es a for the kids.” 
lenge,” said 
Thompson. , 
Other : Trina Hile, registrar 
position F 
changes include ‘T can work 
assistant with the stu- 
principal Dan 
Nolan and Clockwise from left to dents and help 
Ray Wiest. right: Assistant them with 


principals David West, 
Cheryl Strader, and 
Dan Nolan 


anything they 


need help on.” 


Nolan took over 
Thompson’s 
position, and 
West moved up from being an intern. ‘ ; 
“T found out a week before school sw & "al 
started,” said Nolan. 


Judy Delamarter, main office 


Last year Nolan was a counselor in — 7 Te? 
the guidance office, and now he can be Fs wre It's er am . 
found in guidance working with disci- students to working with 
pline and supervision. eople who 

The loss of DeFord caused a big become acid 
change in the faculty this year. He leaders and care about 
worked in the building this summer not foll ow ers.” students 
before starting at Northside. todav.” 

“He will be missed,” said Strader. y: 

Melanie Sayler, math Jeanette Walsh, music Sandy Fisher, guidance 


‘Twantthem | “My coe 
to gain a ; have a positive 
assion . 
deep under- P i impact on 
standing of 1S MuUS1C student’s 
” 6 th tr 99 decision 
ee SANE making skills.” 


Mike Warner, industrial art Cleve Million, guidance Darryn Nichols, guidance 


“Everyone has a “T enjoy “T want to 
special purpose helping stu- encourage 
pa dents making students to 
until you fill ett + SWE 
that purpose.” decision. themselves.” 
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Piano prodigy: Junior Phillip Blaine 

has played the piano since he was 55 r 
years old. He can be heard perform- 
ing at many Northrop music events: 


ariel CASE 
dianaNGUYEN 


is fingers flow across the 
piano,bouncing from one 
key to the next as his head 
sways from side to side. He 
follows the music, as if he has known the 


song, “The Intermezzo” 
by Brahms, his whole 
life. 

Junior Phillip Blaine 
has been playing piano 
since when he was five 
years old. 

“My mom played 
the piano so I wanted to 
get involved,” said 
Blaine. 

When he was in 
second grade he began 
taking piano lessons 
with Lynn Shipe. 

He later switched to 
Robert Nancy at the 


beginning of his sophomore year. 
“He is well known around the area and 
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he is the conductor of the Philharmonic and choir,” 
Blaine said, “He sees a lot of potential in me and he 
says I am the best piano student he’s ever had, so he 


warm up. 


Blaine’s hands zip across the 


piano as he plays one of his 
favorite songs. “The Intermezzo” 
is a song he’s been pefercting. 


usually spends two hours with me.” 

Before he begins to play a song, he starts his 
practices and lessons by doing scales and Bach 
inventions, which are little songs that help you to 


“We work on a specific 
part (of a song) repeatedly until 
we get it right,” he explained. 

Once the problem areas 
have been worked on, the whole 
song is put together and played 
as a single piece. 

After playing songs over 
and over again he just begins to 
memorize them without really 
trying. 

“T don’t strive to memorize 
the songs, as I go, they just stick 
in my head,” he said. 

He is always learning new songs 
and has to review them con- 
stantly to better himself. 


“T am still working on (the Hungarian Rhapsody) 
and I have been perfecting it for a year now,” he said. 


6 6(My 

teacher) 

says lam 

the best 

piano stu- 

dent he’s 

ever had. ? ? 
Mmior Phillip Blaine 


One of his favorite compos- 
ers is Frederic Chopin because 
of the contemporary-classical 
music he wrote. 

From fifth to eighth grade 
Blaine had lost interest in 
playing. 

“T just got lazy and didn’t 
do as well as I could have,” he 
said. 

At the beginning of his 
freshman year he became 
interested again when his mom 
gave him some advice. 

“My mom said I should do 
something with it, and I like 
making her proud,” Blaine 
said. 

After being a part of several 
musical events, he is now 
considering the idea of 
becoming a concert level 
pianist. 

“T want to go all the way 
with it, it is something I can 
enjoy all my life,” he said. 
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© 6T’ve always é ited to. 


in the emergency field: 


-senior Matt Green 


tis probably the smallest emergency room 

you will ever be in. In this crowded and 

cramped environment, EMTs at the 

ambulance authority and Parkview save 
lives everyday. 

Matt Green works in one of these mobile emer- 
gency rooms and is one of the best there is. He looks 
like a pro tinkering around the ambulance and 
describing what things are. 

“I’ve always wanted to work in the emergency 
field,” said Green. 

Not only is Green a certified emergency medical 
technician, but he is currently enrolled in fire fighting 
at Anthis. 

“I am going to be a paramedic and firefighter,” he 
said. 

Green starts off his day waking up at 6 a.m. He 
takes a shower and then heads off to school. Instead 
of going to Northrop though, he goes to his fire 
fighting class. 

After fire fighting, he comes back for bodybuilding . 
and English. At 2:35 p.m. he is off again to pick up 
his little sister at Holland Elementary and to work 
safety patrol. Finally, after a long day, he goes home. 

A few times a month Green works on the ambu- 
lances. He is only required to work one day a month, 
but he usually puts in more. 

“I'd have to say I put in about 100 hours a month,” 
said Green. 

While working on the ambulance, he is responsible 
for variety of tasks, from samantha goldsberry _ 
monitoring vital signs to si 
wrapping wounds and splinting 
broken bones. He does public 
service work, too. 

“T taught CPR and first aid 
to teachers at Northrop,” Green An is 
said. 

Green recently won the 
Good Samaritan award given 
by Parkview for his work. 

“T was shocked. I didn’t 
know who had nominated me,” said Green. 

Good Samaritan is only awarded once a year to 
five different categories. They are student, adult (18 
and up), first responder, organization and Parkview 
employees. 

The award focuses on the prevention of injury and 
the promotion of safety and recipients receive a 
trophy. 

When Green gets time off, he likes the leisure 
activities of a typical teen, including seeing movies 
and hanging out with friends. 

Green loves what he does. One day his hard work 
will pay off. 


Senior Matt Green won Parkview Hospital’s Good Samaritan 
award for outstanding work as an emergency medical techni- ~~ 


cian. (EMT). /nset, Before another ambulance run, Green 
makes sure the emergency vehicle is well-stocked. “We keep 
supplies in here for poison and other problems,” said Green. 


samantha goldsberry 
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‘ imbing: Mt. 
Kilimanjaro 
«Was, a life-long 
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lave wanted to climb Kiliminjaro, 


finally got my chance. 


-Spanish teacher Frank Ebetino 


ZACNNORRIS 


ince grade school the maps, 
stories, and physical features of 
Mount Kilimanjaro have fasci- 
nated Spanish teacher Frank Ebetino. This 
summer his dream came true at the age of 
56. 

“For 10 years I have wanted to climb 
Kilimanjaro, and this summer I finally got 
my chance,” said Ebetino. 

After two months of training and 
preparing for his climb he finally left on 
July 25, for Tanzania to climb 


Kilimanjaro. 

“T trained by 

. . CONGRaTiL 
doing breathing ies 

: : U PEAK TANT) 

exercises and eb & TANZAN 

2 . ree *MORLD'S twonesr Foe Sirs 
mainly researching Le ae eh 


what the country’s 
landscape was 
like,” said Ebetino. 
His two-week 
adventure consisted 
of one week on the 
mountain, six days 
climbing, and a 
half-day trip down 


7 MELCONEQ SBOP. 


He made it: Ebetino com- 
memorates his achievement 
of reaching the summit of 


Tanzania makes each climber 
sign in and out of checkpoints 
to keep track of their climbers 
along the mountain. 

“T have climbed the Andes 
mountain before so I was 
fairly prepared for the climb of 
Kilimanjaro, however, 
everybody reacts differently at 
elevations of 17,000 (feet),” 
said Ebetino. 

At the base of the mountain 
their was a bed and breakfast 
that Ebetino stayed 
in called 
Marmangu, where 
the natives had 
over fifty years of 
experience as 
guides and in the 
equipment needed. 

“Thad 
contacted the hotel 
on the Internet 
after a friend had 
recommended it to 
me,” said Ebetino. 


ouleqe YUN Jo AseyinoS Ojoud 


the side of the Kilimanjaro, a dizzying 17,000 After 

mountain. feet above sea level, with his Ebetino started 
“T decided to native SE URED guide climbing the 

climb Kilimanjaro Joaquim. mountain, the 


now because I 
wanted to climb while I was still healthy,” 
said Ebetino. 

The average climber is in their late 
twenties to early thirties. Ebetino is 56 and 
is the oldest person to reach the top this 
summer. 

“T reached heights of about 17,000 feet 
above sea level,” said Ebetino. 

Tanzania has laws saying how much 
weight a porter, someone who is paid to 
carry your equipment, is allowed to carry. 

“T needed five porters and one guide for 
a one person trip up the mountain,” said 
Ebetino. 

Around thirty people die every year 
while climbing the mountain, due to the 
high elevation. The government of 


primitive ways of 

camping soon came into 
affect. He had to sleep 
outdoors, get water where he 
could find it, and cope with the 
below freezing temperature. 

“Tt was a awesome experi- 
ence,” said Ebetino, “I learned 
much more about the country 
of Tanzania. It is a poor 
country; however, the people 
are very polite and friendly.” 

On the last phase of his 
climb they waited until night 
when the ground was frozen 
solid to safely climb up to the 
top, guided only by the 
brightness of the full moon. 
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Little people 
count too 


he fans were off their seats and the 

intensity of the moment was so thick you 
could cut it with a knife. Senior Kelsey Corbin 
was at the line and ready for the free throw. 
Swish, and the basket was made, The Lady 
Bruins are tied with South Side in the sectional 
game. A few shots later, 
and they secured the 
sectional title. 

After the buzzer 
sounded players, fans, 
teachers and coaches 
rushed the floor. When 
they were cutting the net, 
news crews interviewed 
the star players. A sense of 
pride filled the gym. 

Dear readers: 

The story above was 
from the ‘02-’03 girls’ varsity basketball season. 
It is one of my favorite memories in Northrop 
sports. 

Although it was a big event for the team, 
others might not have thought it was such a big 
accomplishment. And that the boys’ team was 
still more newsworthy. 

This year I want to cover more sports than the 
normal ones that you hear about all the time. In 
my eyes every sport is worth being covered. 

I would like to get away from the continual 
coverage of popular professional athletes in the 
newspapers and on television. 

I’m going to stick with athletics within the 
high school community and stay away from 
what national athletes are doing. 

I want to touch on topics like school accom- 
plishments in sports, individual athletic accom- 
plishments, and other high school sports related 
topics. 


Lines 


telysha 
RICHARDSON 


It is always enjoyable to read about sports and 


the top players. But in the end it’s important to 
remember there are no small athletes on the 
team. They might not be the number one scorer 
but they are a part of the team. Even if they sit 
the bench the whole game, they are still on the 
team. 

I am looking forward to this year, and hope 
that you, are looking forward to hearing about 
sports from a female’s point of view. 
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Bojrab speaks on job 
as new coach, season 


U nder new head coach Ernie 
Bojrab, the Northrop football 
team is overcoming a 1-3 record. 

While some look to blame Bojrab 
for the team’s lack of success, senior 
captain Doug Abels said, “We just 
haven’t been playing well, it’s the 
team’s own fault.” 

What’s Bruin? had a chance to 
catch up with Bojrab to get a sense 
of his thoughts on his new job as the 
new head coach. 


WB?: What previous coaching 
experience do you have? 

EB: I was an assistant coach for 15 
years as the offensive and defensive 
lines. 

WB?: When coach Stinson resigned, 
what made you decide to re-apply 
for the job? 

EB: [| never lost the interest and I 
kept going to games, clinics, and 
hoping that the opportunity would 
come up again. 

WB?: What changes have you 


New head 


Ernie Bojrab 
coached many 
other Northrop 
sports in the 
past 15 years. 


brought to the team? 

EB: The play book is completely 
different. We have a new numbering 
system, and way of calling plays. 
WB?: How has the team reacted to 
your take over? 

EB: The most difficult part has been 
for the team to adjust to the new 
system, but, they’ ve worked really 
hard to acclimate themselves. 

WB?: Describe your coaching philoso- 
phy. 

EB: I believe that you have to be able 
to successfully run the ball to be 
successful at all and defend the run to 
do the same. We compliment the run 
with a short passing game, but we 
won’t hesitate to stretch the field if we 
get the opportunity. 

WB?: Would it be fair to call this a 
rebuilding year for the team? 

EB: I was hoping that it wouldn’t be a 
transition year, I wanted to hit the 
ground running. The remainder of the 
season will determine how well we 
achieve. 


Sports / 9 


Young girls’ cross-country Seniors lead girls’ SOccer, 
Pocrnngee fond Rt, ETI Tr winning season so far 


The Bruin girls’ cross-country team is very The girls’ soccer team curretnly has a record of 4-2. 
young this year. However, they are growing. “The team is improving, they’ ve gotten better every game,” said head 
“The girls are improving more and more coach Brian Booker. “ The three seniors do a good job leading the team.” 
each week, ” said head girls cross country Key players include junior goalie Danielle Wilson, sophomore defense 
coach Tom Knudson. Tanya Gamble, sophomore mid-field Ali Dove, and sophomore forward Katie 
They have had three meets so far. Freygang, forward. 
They placed third at Prairie Heights Invita- Senior Jessica Gerke made it into the top ten of NHS career goals for 
tional, fifteenth at the Harrison Invitational, and scoring. 
twelfth at the Bruin Invitational. Overall, Booker wants to improve every game so that they’re a major threat 
“We ran faster than we have all year, at the at sectional time. 


Bruin Invitational, ” said Knudson. 
The top runners are junior Brittany Herron 


and sophomore Kaitlin Boester. G i rl Ss vol leyba i | loo ki n g fo r ki i Is 


The Lady Bruin volleyball team has started off well this year with a record of 8-4. 

This year’s team has a lot of players that can play several different positions. This 
athletic diversity makes it hard for other teams to key in on one player. 

“We need to improve our offense. Get more kills and less errors,” said Coach Neil 
Day. 
One of the bigger matches coming up will be Concordia on October 7. 


Boys’ soccer seeking 
to replace defensive 
lineup 


The boys’ soccer team has two wins 
to its credit so far. 

Furthermore, the Bruins have had to 
deal with the loss of last year’s entire 
defensive line up. 

“We had a very good line up last year 
and it’s going to be hard to replace 
them,” said head coach Bronn Pfeiffer. 

Senior captain Tommy Wright said 
the team is getting better, but they aren’t 
exactly where they want to be yet. 


Crager, boys’ tennis 
aiming for aggression 


Girls’ golf 
447 is SAC 
meet 


The Bruins girls’ golf team 
has a current record of 1-10. 

Leading the team this 
season is junior Leah Oren 
with the remaining girls an 
average of only five strokes 
behind her. 

Head coach Dan Gibson is 
working to improve the 
team’s consistency in scoring. 

At the SAC meet, the team 
shot a combined score of 447. 

Currently the team is not 
ranked in the power poll. 


The boys’ tennis team is currently 3-4. 

“We are improving and hopefully we will pick 
up a few wins,” said senior Dan Ostlund. 

They are working on skills like being aggres- 
sive and putting the ball away. 

According to head coach Shane Crager their 
goal is to win half of their matches this season. 
The boys’ next match is today against Dwenger 
here at NHS. 


Moldovan 
leading Big 
Orange Pack 


With a runner-up placing at 
Huntington and a third place finish 
at the Bruin Invitational. Cross- 
country is winning meets. 

But one Bruin runner didn’t 
stop there. Sophomore standout 


Football working 
past slow start 


Four games into their season the Bruin football 
team is 1-3. 

“We are off to a slow start and we have had our 
ups and downs,” said Ernie Bojrab. 


Jordan Pulver, sophomore Brett Rahrer 


Bobby Moldovan ran a 5k (3.1 and senior Brian Goodspeed. The top players are seniors Doug Abels and 

mile) race in 15:49, one of the Coach Barrie Peterson wants to Mike Woods. 

fastest times in Northrop history. continue making progress. ‘Each day the team gets better,” said Bojrab. 
Moldovan currently leads in the “We have a very young team this The teams next game is on Sept.24 against 


ranks of Northrop runners that also year, so we’re working on getting 
include (in order): freshman Sam __ better every time we race. We are also 
Bird, sophomore Casey Johnson, _ focusing on closing gaps in between 
senior Brandon Walter, junior runners,” said Peterson. 


Harding here at home. 
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Ashlee 
Simpson, a 
rising star 


katelynSTAYTON 


D ancing with the band, wearing 
corduroy jeans a tee shirt and her 


green converse tennis shoes and rocking 
the dark brown hair is definitely working 
for artist Ashlee Simpson. 

Before she came out in the music 
industry she was a back up dancer for her 
older sister Jessica Simpson. Also you 
may have seen her on the television show 
7” Heaven where she played as Simon’s 
girlfriend Ceclila. 

If you’ ve never heard her music here’s 
a little taste of what’s about. Her music is 
mostly fast punk rock. Her raspy voice 
rocks, its sassy yet sad but basically about 
life its-self. 

Ashlee Simpson’s first album Autobi- 
ography was a big hit. Song titles from her 


TOP 10 


Action Films 


1. The Adventures of 
Indiana Jones(2003) 


2. Hard Boiled (1992) 
. Speed (1994) 
. Terminator 2 (1991) 


. Face/Off (1997) 

. Cliffhanger (1993) 

. The Matrix (1999) 

. Die Hard (1988) 

. The Rock (1996) 
10. Ronin (1998) 


-www.amazon.com 
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CD like “Shadow” and 
“Unreachable” are 
based on past relation- 
ships with boyfriends 
and family. 

Other songs like “La 
La” and “Autobiogra- 
phy” are up beat songs 
just about having fun. 

According to the 
August issue of YM, 
shortly before she 
started recording she 
broke up with her 
boyfriend of two years, 
Josh Henderson. That’s 
why more than half her 
cd is about how she 
dealt with the breakup. 
Her songs are basically 
about what many teen 
girls go through and can 
relate to in life. Break ups, 

love and pain are themes in most of her 
songs. 

The first week of sales on her CD sold 
more than 2 million copies. 

I am a personal fan of Ashlee’s music. 


Simpson’s first 
the first week. 


“AlrvBeeeea 
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CD Autobiography sold 2 million copies in 


Every time I turn on her CD I jump up and 
down, sing along and bang my head. I like 
that she isn’t ditzy. She is down to earth. 
Most of all, her music is about everyday 
experiences and her lyrics are her own 
thoughts. 

B+ 


Apocalypse falls short 


nickSTIEBER 


he sequel to the multi-million dollar 

grossing film Resident Evil lives up 
to the original, but falls short in the end. 
Apocalypse starts where the first movie 
left off. In the heat of a new outbreak of 
zombies infected with the T-virus, it’s up 
to a new and genetically improved Alice 
(Milla Jovovich) to once again save the 
survivors of Raccoon City. 

If you saw the first movie, you 
already know all about the outbreak of 
zombies that took place in the under- 
ground laboratory called “The Hive.” At 
the end of the movie the heroes manage 
to contain the infection and trap the 
zombies in the facility to prevent further 
contamination. 

But who would guess the bad guys at 
Umbrella Corp. thought it would be a 
good idea to open “The Hive” up again 
to find out what went on inside. 

A highly-equipped group of about 


three scientists open the doors and the 
zombies get out. 
If you’ ve read other reviews of this 


movie your impression might be that this 
addition to the series probably isn’t worth 


the time or money. In my opinion, that 
isn’t entirely true. 

It was a really cool zombie movie, with 
plenty of dilated blood and high-powered 
weapons for the whole family to enjoy. 

The first part of the movie was excellent, 
but it took on a different form at the end in 
the sense that it went from action/horror to 
complete science fiction. 

The conclusion was a set up for Resident 
Evil 3, but I won’t go into the details 
because it might spoil the movie for you. 

I don’t know what the third film will be 
about, but with a $23.7 million opening 
weekend (imdb.com) you can bet your 
money Resident Evil is going to be a 
trilogy. 

B- 
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Reviews here 


ll of the songs sound the same. I 

know ska isn’t my favorite type of 
music but this band could at least try to 
put on a good performance. 

Take Sides is a local ska/punk band. 
They seem to have shows everywhere. I 
don’t understand it. 

This is my first time seeing them live 
and by the end of the first song all I could 
think about was how is this band so 
popular? C 

Welcome back to 

school ladies and 
gentlemen. And 
welcome to an all-new 
review column. 
It will include input 
about movies, CDs, 
video games, books 
and more. 

When it comes to 
movies, the longer they 
keep you awake, the 


Check It Out 


sarah 
LEAVELL 


better they are. 

My favorite movie of all time is Hallow- 
een. Horror movies are the most interest- 
ing to me because of the situations they 
lead you into and then the result of a chill 
or a shocking scene. 

I love music and could listen to any 
genre and give my idea about the artist, 
like it or not. 

I enjoy listening to different kinds of 
rock, instrumental, and dance music more 
than anything. 

Instrumental music makes me realize how 
much talent is out there every time I listen 
to it. Dance music just makes me happy 
inside. 

It would be tremendous fun to even go 
to a concert and review the artist live. 

Video games are another fun thing to 
review. I know little about this form of 
entertainment but it is always exciting to 
sit back and kill cartoon figures with 
some old school Donkey Kong or Mario 
Racing. 

Horror books are my favorite books to 
read, however, I want to explore and 
check out more serious or humorous 
stories. 

Everything I review will hopefully be 
of interest to the reader. Keep an eye out, 
maybe we’ ll share a few thoughts. 
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a is eyes are glued 
to the 


television screen, 
with his fingers rapidly 
moving over the 
controller. 

Sophomore Brandon 
Mitchell is intensely 
focused on the new EA 
sports game Madden 
2005. Like many other 
teenagers, Mitchell likes 
to play video games 
when he comes home 
from school. 

“This game is pretty 
cool,” Mitchell said, 
after a victory. 


Thegraphics are okay, but, 
according to Mitchell, there 
are other football games that 
are better and more intense. 


Mitchell likes playing 


video games because they 


are relaxing and take his 
mind off of his everyday 
stresses. C- 

In my opinion Madden 


2005, is a very good video 
game. 


Some of the changes 


include better graphics on the 
player’s appearance and more 
information on the players. B+ 


ariel case 


santannaRAMSEY 


Yr Paine and Rikku. These 
names will sound familiar if you have 
played the game Final Fantasy X2. 

The game is about girls who live in the 
land of Spira and are known as sphere 
hunters. 

They go on missions to find spheres 
and while on these missions they fight 
monsters and in order to complete the 
mission they have to beat the monsters 
and get the sphere. 

Junior Tanya Burgess put her video 
skills to the test with Final Fantasy X2. 

Burgess thought the game was 
fascinating and fun but, it had a long story 
plot. 

“T loved the music and the characters 
were really original,” Burgess said. 

Burgess was introduced to playing 
video games as a young child by her two 
older brothers. 

Burgess and her family buy their 
games from Wal-Mart, McVans and Best 
Buy. 

“My favorite games are Spyro, Final 
Fantasy and all of the Grand Theft 
Autos,” said Burgess. B — 

After watching Burgess play I thought 
it looked boring and not the kind of game 
I would ever want to play. However I 
decide to give it a try. 

I realized the game wasn’t so boring 
and it interested me in a small way. 

Although the game was of a little 
interest to me, it would probably be more 
interesting to those who play video games 
frequently. 

The think I 
liked most about 
Final Fantasy X2 was 
being on the airship 
after the mission. 

On the ship you get a 
chance to look 
around and learn 
more about the 
characters. 

This game 
isn’t all that bad. 
More experienced 
players will enjoy it. 
G 
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Alter your outlook this school year 


FS ush or Kerry? Pepsi or Coke? 
Boxers or briefs? Pink or black? 


Atkins or South Beach? 

Everyone has an opinion about 
something. 

Whether it is Kerry versus Bush or if 
that purse really matches that shirt, we 
choose a side. 

Every decision, from miniscule to life 
changing, is based on an opinion. 

Let’s clarify this. What is an opinion? 

An opinion is a belief. It’s a choice. 
It’s something that you feel strongly 
about. It’s something that you can 
change. 

We’re at the age where we are able to 
make some adult decisions. 

We are beginning to form opinions, 


staffEDITORIAL 


hen current upperclassmen 

were freshmen,special 
amenities were not made for us. 
Giving the incoming freshman 
their own “freshman hall” is not 
fair or right to the upperclassmen 
who have had those lockers for 
the past two or three years. 

A majority of the What’s 
Bruin? staff believes that moving 
the lockers and classrooms was a 
poor decision. 

Even if it helped the freshman 
in adjusting to the high school 
environment, it was not worth the 
hassle of moving everyone else 
around. Separating them will not 
make the adjustment easier. 

In the long run, it almost 
doesn’t matter if they are together 
or if the departments are unified 
because elective classes are 
spread out, too. 

Also, the change is not fair to 
the freshmen. They are not get- 
ting the true high school experi- 
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yet we’ ve taught ourselves to watch but 
not see and listen but 
not hear. We’ ve 
mastered the art of 
doing just enough work 
to pass a class and get 
the grade we desire, 
without actually 
retaining the knowl- 
edge we receive. 

We must remember 
that we get a lot of the 
information to back up 
these decisions through 
school. 

This year pay more 
attention. Listen to the 
words of your superiors. Participate. 


sandy 
DUNWOODY 


Locker and room changes unnecessary 


ence. Separating them will not 
make that process go easier. 

Furthermore, as freshmen, the 
upperclassmen were able to make 
friends outside their grade. It is 
easier to talk to people when you 
see them every day, that is a fact. 
Separating the grade levels may 
reduce the ability to create friend- 
ships 

Other What’s Bruin? staff 
members believe that moving the 
classes for the freshman was a 
good idea, as they remember not 
being able to find their way around 
Northrop. 

Teachers who had their class- 
rooms for years before now have 
had to readjust and reorganize 
because of the administration 
wanting to make the freshman 
more comfortable. 

Suddenly, many of them were 
told that they had to pack up and 
move for the sake of a few students 
and that it would be easier for them 
to be grouped together. 

Plain and simple, some people 


Soapbox 


samantha goldsberry 


You don’t have to enjoy it, but it’s 
necessary to make informed decisions. 

I was told that I have a talent for 
writing, and combined with a burning 
desire to share my opinions with others, I 
make a good candidate for an opinion 
writer. I was granted this column to 
express my beliefs. 

If you listen to any of my ramblings 
this year, take this piece of advice: Never 
take anything at face falue. Never accept 
what you hear without questioning it. 
Never assume. 

So, here I am. This is my column and 
these are my words. I hope they mean 
something to all of you. 

Everyone has their own opinions. 
These are mine. 


Many upper- 
classmen 
have had to 
change their 
lockers to 
accomodate 
incoming 
freshman. 


just don’t like change. This may 
or may not be beneficial for the 
freshmen in the end, but to many 
of the upperclassmen and teach- 
ers the change is simply not 
worth it. 

Upperclassmen should not 
have been made to move their 
lockers for the freshmen, and 
teachers shouldn’t have been 
moved to “unify” the depart- 
ments. The only thing these 
changes accomplished was 
disrupting the routine for older 
students 

Staff vote: 11 opposed to 
changes, four unopposed, one 
undecided 
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Scandals tarnish reputation of journalists 


Jj immy is 8 years old and a third- 
generation heroin addict, a 
precocious little boy with sandy hair, 
velvety brown eyes and needle marks 
freckling the baby-smooth skin of his thin 
brown arms.” 

The story of Jimmy written by Janet 
Cooke for the Washington Post is an 
emotional tale of a little boy living in a 
grown-up’s world full of drug dealing and 
fast money. 

I'd call the story feature writing at it’s 
best, but, I'd be lying. 

Jimmy doesn’t exist. 

In 1981, Cooke was awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize for her story, which she 
renounced and confessed as a lie. 

In the early 80’s it was unheard of for a 
journalist to fabricate a story. 

Things change. 

Take Stephen Glass, a former editor of 
the New York Republic, who created a 
fictional piece titled “Hack Heaven,” 


about a 15 year-old computer hacker 
blackmailing a software company. 

Or what about 
Jayson Blair who was 
discovered by his 
publication, The New 
York Times, to have 
falsified information in 
a almost half of his 76 
published stories. 

Cooke, Glass, 
and Blair broke every 
journalistic ethic in the 
book and negatively 
altered the reputation of 
journalists across the 


Perspective 


kyleELLIS 


nation. 

This, however, leaves one question left 
unanswered; what qualities make up the 
ideal journalist? 

First and foremost, the journalist must 
be trustworthy. 

The journalist does not fabricate, 


embellish, or falsify a story under any 
circumstances. Further, all information 
that is reported must be proven accurate 
before it is published. 

If you cannot trust the content in 
What’s Bruin? we have not done our job 
correctly. 

Secondly, the journalist is objective. 
Fox News boldly states they provide 
“fair and balanced news.” Forget that. The 

journalist reports, you decide. 

The journalist must also be fair. My 
biggest complaint about today’s media is 
that there tends to be a bias. Conservative 
or liberal? Caucasian or African Ameri- 
can? The media is supposed to be about 
the people, so the people must be repre- 
sented. 

So what can you expect from What’s 
Bruin? A truthful, accurate, objective, and 
fair publication to inform and entertain 
you, the reader. 

After all, anything less is poor journal- 
ism. 


ae 


No, it 
invades 


No, stu- 
dents 
should 
have a right 


Should FWCS have 
random drug testing? 


-guidance people’ S -freshman Jason 
coordinator Cleve Lothamer to their -sophomore 
Million privacy. ; Jenny 
privacy. Van Patten 
No, because No, qi 
Ss, Some 
parents SHRI ri. 
copie lo 
should be Sera eel 
: SUSpP1C10US 
responsible have to be P 
: put through and should 
for their -senior Janelle Deora e 
Junior Cruz be tested 
: Savage that . 
kids. ° Richard 
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Should Northrop have the right to take 
away licenses from students? 


timBRADBURN 


U pon occurrence of the fourth truancy, second out-of-school 
suspension, or expulsion, the school is supposed to report 
the student to the Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV), according to 
Northrop’s orange book. 

The BMV will then prevent the student from getting their 
driver’s permit or they will take away the student’s permit or 
license. 

There are three stages leading up to having a permit or license 
taken away for an amount of time, depending on the severity of 
the situation. In the first stage, the license or permit is taken away 
for 120 days. In the second stage, it’s taken 
away for a full semester. The third and most 
severe stage is the suspension of the license 
or permit until the student turns 18 years 
old. 

I think that taking away a driver’s 
license is a great incentive to keep 
students from getting into too much 
trouble. 

If they know that they will get their 
license taken away for doing the wrong 
thing, then they will try to keep from 
doing those bad things to keep their 
license. 

The driver’s license is something that nobody wants 
taken away, because they worked so hard to get it. 

The license is also something that usually takes hard 
work to receive and nobody would want to take the test 
over again. 

Students also need a license to get to work. If they 
lose their license then they might not be able to get to 
work and then they would get fired. That tells students 
that if they break the rules then they could lose their 
job. 

All of those things can be considered as punish- 
ments which is why Fort Wayne Community Schools 
has the BMV take away a student’s license or permit. 

Some people say that students should be suspended 
instead of getting licenses taken away because they 
will miss class and have a hard time making work up. 

However, some students would love to have some 
school time off. Some students don’t care about their 
grades. 

If students are suspended instead of taking 
permit or license, then they will have to miss an 
athletic/club meeting. However, if they don’t have ON 
a license, they might not be able to get a ride. = 

Preventing students from getting their permit or 
taking away their driver’s license after the occurrence of the 
fourth truancy, second out-of-school suspension or expulsion is a 
good incentive to be a better student. 
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kevinBARESIC 


D etentions, ISS, suspensions and expulsions are all types 
of punishments given to students who break rules at 
NHS. 

Should the taking away of licenses be added to the list? 

Administrators are now allowed to take away licenses if a 
student is truant. 

By the time a student has their third truancy an administra- 
tor is allowed to take away the student’s license for a whole 
semester. 

Taking away a student’s license doesn’t help teach the 

student a lesson. Doing this will make 


Y the problem even worse. 

\ The 
as] EONS students who have 
is ro 3 jobs wont be able 

(yo== er to get to work 


Jie like they used to. 
In some cases the 
student may lose 

their job if they lose 
their license. 
If schools have the power 
to take away licenses they are 
basically telling those students that have 
jobs that they may lose their job if they break 
the rules of the school. 
Students need jobs to get money. Some 
students even have to pay for lunch with their 
own money. 
Giving suspensions is a better punishment than taking 
away a license. If students miss a few days in class, they 
don’t learn what the other students in their class learned. 

Some students think that not knowing what you’re doing in 
class makes it harder to keep up in class. If a student gets 
suspended they find out how hard it is to catch up to the rest of 
their class. 

This decision would also affect athletics and clubs. 

Athletic programs have practices that all the athletes must 
be at if they wish to play in any games. Clubs have meetings 
that students need to attend if they want to know what is going 
on in their club. 

Students that lose their license would have a hard time 
getting to these events because they are used to being able to 
drive themselves everywhere they need to go. 

Suspending an athlete is a better alternativeto taking away 
their license. If the athlete gets suspended then they lose their 
athletic privileges. In this case athletes would learn their lesson 
better if they were suspended instead of losing their license. 

The rules should be the same for all students and the ways 
they get to school. Having a license shouldn’t change the 
consequences for breaking any rule by any student. 
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(What's Inside? ) 


My friends told me to skate, it’s 
awesome and it gives me something to do, (Sta ff) 


- freshmen Aric Bovie WB? seeks to provide a forum to 
address issues affecting Northrop. 
Editorial views reflected are solely 


Boys tennis has best record for several seasons Teen itera Pare 
(sports p 13) Letters to the editor MUST include 


name and class, including letters to 
be published anonymously. 


Lawton skate park; a new hangout Submit all letters to room D111. 
. Unsigned or partially unsigned letters 
(premiere p 15) will not be published. We also 
reserve the right to edit for length 
A f i and appropriateness. 
Pro\Con: Are teens too young to be parents? WB? wiil/not pabliah any malicious 
material or personal attacks. 
(forum p 21) WB? is printed monthly 


5 Ss : by Fort Wayne Printing. 
oO - 
Northrop students being classified because of their appearance Cover phot oC BE Eee? 


(insight pp 8-9) by samanthaGOLDSBERRY 
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Government classes 
inform students for 
Presidential election 
telyshaRICHARDSON 


Vee or chocolate? Football or 
basketball? Rap or rock? These are 
some decisions students at Northrop have 
to make everyday. This year add another 
decision to the list: Bush or Kerry? 

The government classes taught by Sean 
Bruening and Dave Stinson are doing an 
election class project. They are sending 
out questions to teachers for students to 
vote on. They also have class discussions 
concerning issues related to the election. 
Bruening’s class made commercials to 
represent some of the issues presented by 
both candidates. The classes will also hold 


a school-wide mock election on Nov. 2 for 


any students that want their vote to count. 
“We wanted to increase awareness 

about the election, and inform students 

that they do have a choice in the election,” 


yo commercials — 
= that discuss 


AQ 


for the 


residential 
candidates. 


De 


AUUNAGSTIOOoOuUUOWps 


said Bruening 

Students learn about each candidate’ s 
takes on things like the war in Iraq, the No 
Child Left Behind Act, gay marriage, and 
gun control. 


7 ” = = - — . . . 
and forth on an issue,” said senior govern- ways to raise awareness in students, if 


ment student John Lange. they want to change the world they have 


Lange is only 17 years old but that to start with politics,” said Stinson. 
doesn’t stop him from having an opinion Students can become aware by watch- 
on the election, just because he can’t vote. —_ ing debates on television, listening to the 

“T base my vote on if the candidate Most students at Northrop aren’t old radio and reading the news. 
knows what he’s talking about, if he enough to vote, but they can still learn “We’re not trying to influence these 
knows what he wants and doesn’t go back _—_ about the elections and students. It’s 


2004 oldsidentiat Election 


"Who's Next” 
| 


A display of issues debated among 
the presidential candidates was put 
) together by the government classes. 


4 / News 


the process. 
In Stinson’s 
class they had 
an actual 
voting box to 
help show 
kids what 
voting is like 
really like. 
There are 
many benefits 
of being 
informed. 
Most young 
adults who are 
voting for the 
first time 
don’t know 
what they are 
doing and can 


be somewhat intimidated by the 


process. 


We wanted to 
increase awareness 
about the election, 
and inform students 
that they do have a 
choice in the elec- 
tion. 

-government teacher 
Sean Bruening 


purely informa- 
tional,” said 
Bruening. 

In these two 
classes students 
have become 
more aware and 
informed on 
elections. They 
know what to 
base their votes 
on and how to 
vote using a 
real voting box. 

If it weren’t 
for this class 
project, most of 
these students 
wouldn’t take 
an interest in 


the election. Now they have a reason 


because their grade depends on it. 


“T continually try to look for 
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Presidential candi- 
dates, George W. 
Bush (right) and John 
Kerry (left) have 
debated their stances 
on key issues for the 
2004 election. 


A NIRA RL Um aA maAaAmnai im LAAIIinaAnm RIA iA 


\ : new jobs. Kerry’s plan is put 
money into 
specific programs such as 
heath care, to create new jobs. 
On the issue of environment, both 
candidates do agree that a non-polluting, 
hydrogen using society would be ideal. 


There are many rumors circulating 
around that portray the two major candi- 
dates in a negative light. 

Look over all the issues and make an 
educated decision about what you feel is 
right. Your vote matters. 


Bush and Kerry’s 
standpoints on key 


issues analyzed 
nickSTIEBER 


t’s that time again. Four years 
have passed since the 2000 election 
and it’s time to choose your next leader. 

This is a look at presidential republican 
candidate, George W. Bush and demo- 
cratic candidate, John Kerry’s stances on 
key issues that directly affect the students 
of Northrop. 

As you probably already know, these 
two candidates don’t agree on much. They 
tend to lean toward the stance that their 
party takes as a whole. For example, Bush 
opposes abortion, while Kerry is pro- 
choice (These also are the popular 
opinions of their respective parties). 

Kerry also voted to give Bush authority 
to engage in war with Iraq, but he then 
criticizes Bush for stricking with faulty 
intelligence. 

Another example involves the 
economy, in which both candidate preach 
their party’s basic economic plans as well. 
Bush’s plan is to give tax cuts to the rich 
using the “trickle down theory” that says 
giving tax breaks to the rich helps create 
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Bush 


Abortion: opposes 

Economy: plans to extend 2001, 
2003 tax cuts 

Education: plans for higher 
standards for schools 
Environment: favors moving 
towards a non-polluting, hydro- 
gen economy 

Gay marriage: has called for a 
constitutional amendment to ban 
same-sex marriages 

Homeland security: touts creation 
of Department of Homeland 
Security 

Iraq: ordered invasion of Iraq, 
calling Saddam Hussein’s regime 
a threat to America’s security 
Religion: opposes movements to 
remove religion from public life 


-www.msnbc.msn.com 


Kerry 


Abortion: supports legal abortion 
Economy: plans to cut federal 
buget deficit in half 

Education: wants to establish a 
$3.2 billion community service 
plan for students 

Environment: favors moving 
towards non-polluting, hydrogen 
economy 


Gay marriage: opposes, but also 
opposes amendment to ban it 


Homeland security: wants to 
create “new community defense 
service” 

Iraq: voted to give Bush author- 
ity to wage in war, although he 
criticized Bush for striking based 
on faulty intelligence 

Religion: important to stand up 
for separation of church and state 
-www.msnbc.msn.com 
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M*A*S*H 
takes center 
stage 


santannaRAMSEY 


awk eye, Duke, Hotlips, Bridget and 
Captain Black may sound familiar to 
those who watch MASH. 

This year the school play is based on 
MASH. 

MASH was chosen because it is an 
ensemble with multiple parts, so more 
people can be involved. 

The theme the play portrays is why 
people act the way they do during war. 

“IT would say the play is more like the 
novel and not the TV episodes,” said 
director Tim Miller. 

MASH is about nurses and doctors on 
an army base who make a living there by 
taking care of injured soldiers. 

One of the main characters in the play 
is junior Joel Grillo who plays Captain 
Black, an anesthesiologist from Brooklyn. 

“I need to work on my Brooklyn 
accent, it needs to sound more natural,” 


Bruins practice 

for the upcoming = 
play MASH to be™ 
performed on 

Nov. 4 and 5 at 7 


p.m. 


sea od 
said Grillo. 
Another significant character part is 
Bridget played by senior Amanda Linsky. 
Bridget is a chief nurse who is hard but 
passionate. She’s assumes the motherly 
role. eer 
“T think this play will be really fun and 
it’s going to be'fun to perform it,” said 
Linsky. 
MASH will be performed on Thurs., 
Nov. 4 and Fri., Nov. 5 at 7 p.m. in the 
Northrop Auditorium. 
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I thought (other 
students) could u 
a way to express 


of class and at the 
same time have 
fun with it. 
-junior L 
Art Cl ib 


A creative Gc 


themselves outside 


New Art Club kicks off with fundraisers 


dianaNGUYEN 


he new Art Club this year is run by 
Becky Griswold and Scott Dercks. 

“We're trying to promote arts and art 
portfolios,” said Dercks. 

They meet on Mondays from 3-4:30 
p.m. They are currently raising money to 
go to the Chicago Art Museum and the 
Museum of Contemporary Photography in 
Chicago. 

The club is brainstorming ideas for 
fundraising. They plan on selling mocha 
mugs made by Dercks and doughnuts with 
coffee in the commons on Monday 
mornings. 

“This club is unique because we’re all 
artists,” said Griswold. 

Another fundraising activity the Art 
Club hopes to do is a silent auction for 
teachers. They will be making pieces and 
putting them up for bid. The club is also 
thinking about selling t-shirts. 

In the spring, the club hopes to raise 
enough money to go to the Indianapolis 
Art Museum. Griswold and Dercks would 
like to take day trips to some art shows in 
town. 

During meetings, students plan for 
future events, design, make signs, slip 
molds, and they also do computer work. 


The club will be painting a mural to put 
on a wall at “Coffee and Sweets and 
More”, a coffee shop in Columbia City. 

“ (Students) all love to make art and 
they see the importance in it,” said 
Griswold. 

Junior Latricia Stults started the club. 
She thought artists should have an 
extracurricular activity. 

“The Art Club is a creative outlet for 
creative people at our school,” said Stults. 

She proposed the art club to assistant 
principal Cheryl Strader last spring and it 
was approved. 

“I’m really passionate about art. I 
thought (other students) could use a way 
to express themselves outside of class and 
at the same time have fun with it,” said 
Stults. 

She thinks that art is an important thing 
because everything has to be designed and 
created, and someone has to come up with 
the ideas. 

“T hope the club will continue after I 
graduate so that other students can benefit 
from it,” said Stults. 

There are currently 22 members in the 
club and Griswold and Dercks hope for 
more students to join. 
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Over $1,200 raised for breast 
cancer walk 


The freshman in Teaching Academy are learning storytelling skills to get 
ready for “Read Across America” in March. 

According to sponsor Lilly Mikol, “Read Across America is the day of Dr. 
Seuss’s birthday and people from all over the U.S. read to each other.” 

In Project SET, an extension of Teaching Academy, students will distribute 
candy at the Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo on Halloween. They also started 
carving pumpkins on Oct. 12. 


Project SET attended the breast cancer walk, “Making Strides Against Breast 


Cancer”, on Saturday Oct. 9. Project SET and National Honor Society raised 
over $1,200 to further cancer research. 

“It gives them (people who have cancer or lost someone from it) a sense of 
hope,” said Mikol. “Maybe it’Il save someone else from that loss.” 


Pressley requesting bags 


Family and consumer science teacher, Jodee Pressley has a small personal 


buisness in which she makes purses out of recycling packaging. She is currently 


making Capri Sun purses and Starbucks and Hawaiian coffee bags. 
She will buy any empty bean or ground Starbucks or Hawaiian Kona Coffe 


bags from students for $1. The bags must be in good condition which means no 


rips or crinkling. 


She would really appreciate it if students would save the bags to give to her. 


‘04-’05 National Honor Society 
members inducted 


The National Honor Society recently inducted 50 new members to their 
organization for the *04-’05 school year. 
In order for a student to be inducted, they must have an accumulative grade 
point average of 3.7, be involved in school and community organizations, and 
demonstrate good character. 
The new members that were inducted this year include the following: 


Kiersten Alexander 
Whitney Ashtary 
Sarah Badenhop 
Phillip Blaine 
Kalissa Blanchetter 
Kevin Boedeker 
Emily Branning 
Shaun Bryan 

Ariel Case 
Adrienne Clevenger 
Ashley Derickson 
Maree Deventer 
Ryan Ehlerding 
Elizabeth Evans 
Catherine Fahey 
Carly Fribley 


Zachary Gerhardstein 


Alicia Griffin 
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Nicole Hinde 
Amanda Holt 
Andrew Holy 
Ian Hunter 
Kendall Isadore 
Jesse Johnson 
Adam Kreiger 
Carrie Mettert 
Rachel Moore 
Tyler Neuenschawander 
Heidi Newman 
Jessica Pontius 
Cassandra Porter 
Meridith Rager 
Amy Reidhaar 
Sarah Roberts 
Gretchen Roby 
Jesse Schroder 


Amanda Seslar 
Faith Sherrill 

Raj Shukla 

Carly Sorge 
Michael Spillner 
DeannaStiple 
Mohamed Taki 
Jordanne Tennant 
Jamie Till 

Shelby Vorndran 
Anthony Waggoner 
Brandon Walter 
Sarah Williams 
Danielle Wilson 


Key Club volunteers 
at local places 


Key Club is keeping busy this year with 
many community service activities. 

The club recently visited the Rescue Mission 
on Oct. 7. On Oct. 6, they went to the Towne 
House Retirement Home to do various commu- 
nity services. 

All the members became bag boys to help 
out at Scott’s on Cancer Day, which was also 
Oct. 6. 

“Key Club is off to a great start, “ said 
sponsor Twyla Kendrick. 

Key Club is also planning to wrap presents 
for Christmas to give to the Riley Children’s 
Hospital. 


Diversity Club 
looking for more 
members 


Diversity Club is a fairly new club this year, 
after having only two meetings last year. Their 
sponsor is Twyla Kendrick, who also sponsors 
Key Club. 

They plan to have their first event Oct. 20. 
The club will watch a foreign film and eat 
exotic food, possibly Thai food. 

They have had three meetings so far this 
year, and are looking for more students to join. 

“We are welcoming anybody who wants to 
join,” said Kendrick. 


BOP advances to 
regionals 


BOP is making its way by winning their first 
show this year. 

Charisma sang “Shining Star from Earth, 
Wind, and Fire” at the closing of their perfor- 
mance at the ISSMA district competition held 
on Oct. 2 at Northrop. BOP and Charisma have 
never performed together before. Northrop 
placed second in the competition and are on 
their way to the regional competition. 

“We're better than last year, we have easier 
music and we practice a lot more than we did 
last year,” said sophomore Ellen Cox. 

Their goal for this year is to make it to state 
since they didn’t go last year. 
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Prep, ghetto, punk/goth, casual: Bruins talk about how they are defined. 


kevinBARESIC 


unior Sarah Pazder will 

hang out with anybody. 

It doesn’t sound like 
much, but when you think of 
all the stereotypes there are in 
high school, it is. 

Pazder has never been 
stereotyped or had someone 
else stereotype her in all her 
years at NHS. 

“T don’t bother wasting time 
to stereotype other people,” 
said Pazder. 

She doesn’t dress or act ina 
way that would ever get her 
stereotyped which surprises 
her. 

“There are so many of them 
(stereotypes), I would have 
thought that I would fall under 
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one of them,” said Pazder. 

She will be social with anyone 
that is willing to be social with 
her. At lunch she talks to her 
friends that share a common kind 
of style. 

“My style is just whatever feels 
comfortable to me,” said Pazder. 

Pazder doesn’t care how she 
looks to anyone else because she 
doesn’t worry about being 
stereotyped by anyone. 

“I hear people call other people 
goth or prep all the time,” said 
Pazder. 

Stereotyping students has been 
a growing problem at NHS. When 
groups are formed conflicts start 
between these groups. 

“If no one used stereotypes 
then there wouldn’t be as many 
conflicts as there 
are now,” said 
Pazder. 

Pazder always 
tries to give 
people a chance 
to get to know 
the person inside. 

“If someone is 
willing to listen 
to my thoughts 
then I don’t have 
a problem with 
how they dress,” 
said Pazder. 

According to 
Pazder, if 
stereotyping 
wasn’t going on, 
Northrop would 
be a more 
peaceful place. 
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eeping up with 

new fashions 

and the latest 
trends is something 
sophomore Haley Shelby 
loves to do. 

“T love being up-to- 
date on style, I think most 
people want to wear what 
is up-to-date 
because it 
reflects their 
personality,” 
said Shelby. 

She shops at 
a variety of 
stores such as 
Charolette 
Russe, Wet 
Seal, Vanity, 
Hollister and 
Abercrombie. 
On the week- 
ends hanging 
out with friend 
and spending 
time with her 
mom are usually 
things for her to 
do. 

“T think I 
wear these 
things because 
there what’s in 
style, and I like how the 
clothes look and fit on 
me,” said Shelby. 

Shelby feels that 
people stereotype her 
because of the friends that 
she hangs out with and 
the clothes she wears. 

“If you wear a certain 
brand of clothes people 
automatically think you 


have money,” she said. 

Now a days if you don’t have 
the latest shoes, or shirt or 
purses you’ re not looked at as 
being cool. 

“T don’t believe I help 
stereotype. I like the clothes I 
wear, I choose to wear them, 
and I try to look past the 
physical appearance and go by 
personality,” said Shelby. 


Sophomore Haley 
Shelby hangs out with — 
some of h 


friends in. 
ons. “l_don't 
help stereotype,” 


She doesn’t like the word 
prep, and thinks that it brings 
our cliques and separates 
people just by the way they 
dress. 

Shelby and her friends do 
not have a specific style, they 
wear what they want, but not 
to fit in. It’s just who they are. 
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all tees, sagging pants and a pair 

of Air Force Ones is how senior 

Justin Mosley can be seen 
walking the halls of Northrop High 
School. 

“T like shopping at Foot Locker, 
Journeys, DEMO, Man Alive and TJ 
MAXX,” said Mosley. 

On the weekend Mosley and his friends 
go to football games, the club and any 
parties that are happening at the time. 

Mosley doesn’t wear diamonds he said 
but the reason why some people do is to 
show how much wealth they have. 

According to Mosley, teachers say that 
he and his friends dress like thugs with the 
tall tees and du rags. 

“T like dressing the way I do because 
it’s how they dress in the South,” said 
Mosley. 


For Mosley and his friends, dressing 
ghetto is their preference because it 
reflects their personality. 

“My friends and I dress hood because 
we’re from the south and we want to keep 
it gangster,” said Mosley. 

Mosley and his friends talk slang 
because they think talking proper is for 
older people. 

“I don’t care what people think of what 
I wear. This is who I am,” said Mosley. 
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Freshman Aubrey Ashley prepares--a 


speect 
oe 


in Linc Record’s debate class. 
i Hew blue and purple hair makes her hard 


to miss. “I don’t want to drawsattention to 
. myself by the way | “dress or act,” said 


4 


Ashley. 
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heard someone stereotype 
another person as a goth. 

Sometimes the people we label as 
goths don’t appreciate the way we talk 
about them. 

Freshman Aubrey Ashley is one person 
who feels this way. 

“People come up to me and call me a 
gothic chick,” said Ashley, “These are 
random people I don’t even know,” she 
added. 

Students that aren’t labeled as goths 
stereotype other people as goths as people 
that always wear black clothes and dark 
make up. 

This isn’t the case with Ashley.Her 
hair style is strikingly unique. Two blue 
and purple pigtails are at the top of her 
head. 


any people have stereotyped or 


The thing that baffles Ashley is that she 
doesn’t dress in all black clothes and she 
is still called a goth by other students. 

“My style is very diverse. I don’t wear 
all black and wear baggy clothes all the 
time,” said Ashley. 

According to Ashley, stereotyping 
people as goth bothers her. 

“What is a goth? There is no real 
definition for it,” said Ashley. 

“T don’t want to draw attention to 
myself by the way I dress or act,” she said. 

Putting people into certain stereotyped 
groups is a waste of time, according to 
Ashley. 

“T don’t think you would want people 
labeling you as something you don’t think 
you are,” said Ashley. 

Ashley’s story comes with a lesson that 
students were taught back in elementary 
school: don’t judge a book by it’s cover. 
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sarahLEAVELL 


I never thought I would get so annoyed by the phrase “you 
look cute.” 

For three days I had to dress preppy, which is a huge 
change for me. 

My typical style includes jeans, a band T-shirt, and a 
sweatshirt. Then, in one day, it suddenly became skirts, 
matching shoes, and too much more pink than I can handle. 

By day two of the switch, all I wanted to do was get back in 
my comfortable clothes and be myself again. 

At the end of the three days I was disappointed that I didn’t 
get many reactions to the clothing change. 

My favorite comment was my sister who asked me, “Are 
you trying to be normal?” 

I wore a short skirt one day and junior Cassie Porter asked, 
“Are you insane?” 

Overall, I just didn’t feel comfortable and my feet killed 
me. I don’t see how some girls can do it everyday. 

Students dress how they want to dress. The way you dress 
reflects your personality too. Without my regular clothes, I 
didn’t feel as up beat. 

The main thing I realized was that even if you try to 
change who you are, people already know you and treat you 
how they always have. One day you could be considered a 
“prep” and the next you could try to be a “weirdo,” but it 
doesn’t seem to make a difference because your personality 
stays the same. 
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I’m white. I like country music, khaki pants, collared shirts, and 
belts. That’s my style and I’m comfortable with it. Our clothing 
choices seem to define who we are, they personify our likes and 
dislikes and are a key factor in deciding what “category” we fall 
into. 

To get a better understanding of how stereotypes affect our lives, 
I crossed from my average, comfortable style to du rags and extra 
long jerseys. 

Imagine the culture shock when I put on my very first pair of 
Platinum Fubu jeans. I’m a waist size 30; these pants were size 34. I 
could not keep them around my waist. For two days I was walking 
around with my belt tied around my upper thigh, a “bling-bling” 
chain around my neck that weighed a good 2-pounds, and a jersey 
that would have fit Shaquille O’ Neil. 

My former English teacher Judy Sculley said of my change in 
style, “I was astonished by your transformation from a rather 
conservatively dressed young man to a real dude.” 

When I entered the building on my first day of “thug life,” a I 
was told to take off my du rag within two minutes. 

One thing that I did notice from the experience was that the way I 
dress has a big effect on my mood. As I was getting in touch with 
my inner “gangster,” I noticed that I was a little more on edge and a 
lot more verbal, sometimes to fault. 

Regardless of my temporary change in style, it did not change 
how people treated me. A person can change clothes, but clothes 
can’t change a person. 
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he flashing light above the door 

read, “on-air” and silence filled the 

room until it was time for her to 
begin her morning segment, in which she 
woke up at 4:00 a.m. to get ready for. 

Senior Buffy Esslinger, began interning 
at the radio station 97.3 WMEE at the 
beginning of this school year, where she 
started her own segment called “Betcha 
didn’t know ya could do this with that?” 
that is featured at 6:45 a.m. 

“An intern coordinator called them 
(97.3) and I came in during the summer for 
an interview,” said Esslinger. 

The radio personalities for WMEE, Mark 
Evans and Erika Taylor selected her as their 
intern. 

“IT wanted to see and experience broad- 
casting because it is just one type of 
performing, and I am interested in it as a 
career,” Esslinger said. 

During the morning show, the three of 
them have a list of local community events 
to go over. After discussing who will cover 
the events, it is time to go on-air again. 

The hardest part of the job for Esslinger 
is the early mornings, but there are many 
things that she enjoys, too. 

“T enjoy the off-air conversations and the 
behind the scenes talking,” Esslinger said. 

After the events were done, the music 
was played and they began discussing what 
the topic for her segment was going to be. 

“Most of my things are planned each 
week, and I look through it about five to ten 
minutes before we start,” Esslinger said. 

Esslinger’s segment is based on basic 
household tips because research has shown 
their main listeners buy and make decisions 
in the household. 

“The whole thing about radio is to relate 
to listeners and our main target of listeners 
is women ages 18 to 54,” said Taylor. 

Some recent household tips she featured 
in her segment have included the many uses 
of peeled potatoes and hairspray. 

Esslinger will also be starting her own 
show on Sundays. 

“JT just started learning the control board. 
It is nerve racking because it’s live and 
there can be dry spots,” Esslinger said. 

Taylor hopes that Esslinger can become 
more experienced and begin doing more 
things live for the radio station. 

“She is doing a wonderful job,” said 
Taylor. 
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Betcha didn’t know you could hear senior Buffy Esslinger on the air each 
morning on WMEE 97.3 FM. Her daily segment titled Betcha Didn’t Know 
Ya Could*Do This With That runs at 6:45 a.m. She does this as part of a 
career internship. 
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Athletes 
not making 
the grade 


J unior Kiersten Alexander plays 
soccer. 

She also participates in National 
Honors Society, Tailgate and Poms. In 
the few spare hours she does have, she 
hits the books 
hard to maintain 
her 3.998 grade 
point average. 
Unlike some 
Northrop athletes, 
Alexander has no 
time for academic 
excuses. 

“But I had 
practice last night, 
I didn’t have time 
to do my home- 
work. Can I turn it in tomorrow?” This 
phrase is uttered thourhgout classrooms 
all over the school. Some teachers are too 
lenient and others don’t see it as an 
excuse. 

I agree with teachers who don’t permit 
these excuses to be excusable. Athletes 
especially need to be held to a high 
academic standard. 

“They need to perhaps rethink their 
priorities. Extra curricular activities 
should not be used as an excuse for not 
doing their job, which is school work,” 
said English teacher Judith Sculley. 

Athletes are busy with practice and 
games but so are many other students at 
Northrop and they find time to get their 
homework done. 

The marching band studnets have 
competition all weekend and make time 
to get their homework done.The poms 
squad that dance at half time and stay 
out all night eating pizza and talking get 
their work done too. 

Not all athletes are too lazy to do their 
homework. There are many athletes that 
have that 4.0 G.P.A. and are on the 
honor roll. In fact, here at Northrop we 
have an academic honor roll for athletes 
who are putting in their time at practice 
and still applying themselves to their 
studies. 
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Cracked shin ends soccer 
season for Gerke 


middle of the 
season. 
WB?:How does this 
make you feel? 
JG: I was mad 
because I knew I 
was going to miss 
out on my soccer 
season, but ’'m 
alright now. I’m 
really happy I can 
play when basket- 
ball season comes. 
I’m glad my injury 
wasn’t any worse. 
WB?: How did this 
affect your team? 
JG: They’re doing 
alright so far so I 
think they’ ll do fine. 
WB?: What are you 
going to do to 
prepare to come 
back? 
JG: Ican’t do 
anything to get into 
shape. It’s just a 
fracture and it takes 
a standard 8 weeks 
to heal. All I have to 
do is get through the 
fj next six weeks and 
@ I'll be ready for 
basketball. I'll be 
A“ many weeks of long, hard sore tortue firemace 


practices, senior star soccer player wR9- How is this going to affect basket- 
Jessica Gerke abruptly ended her ball? 


season. Gerke did not expect to crack 
her shin on Sept. 18. This devastating 


Senior Jessica Gerke stands on the side lines 
with coach Brian Booker because of an_ injury 
she recieved earlier in the season 


MAe|uso 


JG: It shouldn’t really affect it at all. I 


at should be fine. 
incident occurred at a game vs. Penn at WB?: When are you going to be able to 
the Canterbury Invitational. play again? 


“(It was a) huge loss for us. Jessica 
was probably the best playmaker on 
offense for us,” said head coach Brian 
Booker. “She’s been on varsity for 4 
years so she understands what we’re 
after. It changes the complexion of our 


JG: In like 6 or 7 weeks. 

WB?: Do you think you could’ ve pre- 
vented your injury? Why or why not? 
JG: No because I was going for the ball 
and she hit my leg. She could’ ve pre- 
vented it but I couldn’t have. 


team.” WB?: How do you support the team? 
leas What exactly did youdotoyour jg. go to all the games and sit on the 
eg? 


; : bench with the girls. 
JG: I got kicked at a soccer game in the 
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Crager brings winning record; Bruins 8-7 


zachZORRIS 
f= or the past few years, Northrop boys’ championship, you’re going to lose a game and be out 
tennis team has ended their seasons totally,” said Crager. 
with rocky records. However, with new Coach Crager and many other people at 
coach Shane Crager, the tennis team Northrop High School are very proud of the 
has many improvements. ability that the tennis team has shown. 
“Tt’s been a fun journey that ry Even though the team has been winning 


they are not yet perfect, and there are 
still areas that need improving. 

“We need to work on closing 
se, out matches,” said senior Dan 
fe 4 Ostlund. 
ey But one cannot look past the 
areas that they have improved on. 

“We are more serious in our 

games and at are practices, and 
we can go as far as we want to if 
we play well,” said junior John 
Wassel. 

Even though they are taught to 

play as a team, they all have 

there own personal goals. 

“T want to go all the way and 
also play well as a team so we can 
go far,” said junior Mike Dague. 

With their strong teamwork and 
leadership from players and, some 
of the players say, “an awesome 
coach,” other teams should consider 
them as a threat. 

According to Crager,the season 
ended when the players and the team was 
just beginning to peak. 

“The future looks bright, returning 
players will have experience, this year was just 
the foundation,” said Crager. 


started on Aug. 2, we put the 
pieces together and have just 
watched the wins,” said 
Crager. 

With a record of 8-7, 
the boys’ tennis team is 
making its first appear- 
ance in several years 
with a winning record. 

Key elements that 
are part of the teams’ 
new found success is 
the high level of 
intensity and their 
growing confidence in 
their abilities. 

“The team is pretty 
much even in ability, 
however, one concept 
that would make us a 
dangerous threat is 
playing and practicing out 
of the season, like volleyball,” 
said Crager. 

In a surprising victory the 
tennis team got a win against Leo 
High School. Leo had to default both 
of their doubles matches, so it was a 
forfeit. Instead of losing 3-2, they ended up 
winning 4-1 in a hard fought game. 

“Tf you don’t play day by day and just keep looking to the 


¥ 
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If you don’t play day by day 
and just keep looking to the 
championship, you’re going to 
lose a game and be out totally. 


-boys’ tennis coach Shane Crager 
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Moldovan wins cross-country sectional 


The Bruin boy’s cross-country team placed third, as a whole, at Sectionals. The race, held at 


IPFW, proved the team has improved a great deal. 


“We ran a lot better this time. We ran a much smarter race,” said head coach Barrie Peterson. 
But the real achievement was the outstanding performance of sophomore stand out, Bobby 
Moldovan. Moldovan lead the pack finishing first with an impressive time of 15:44, one second 


faster than he ran the course before. 


The team was greatly affected by the loss of freshman Sam Bird who is currently not running 
as a result of injuries. Coach Peterson predicted the out come would have been different if Bird 


was there. 


“We would have come in second with Sam Bird running. We hope he’s back by Semi-State.” 

Despite the set back, the Bruin boys are just trying to stay on the right track for the Regionals. 

“By this time in the year you just have to stay sharp, because the hay is in the barn so to speak. 
We’ re just trying to get the pack closer together at this point,” said Peterson 


Volleyball aiming for 
state win 


The Bruin volleyball team has served up a success- 
ful season. 

The team was on a roll in the SAC with a record of 
8-0 going into the SAC championship game against 
Concordia. 

The Lady Bruins lost in a hard fought battle to the 


Lady Cadets. Which makes their final SAC record 8-1. 


The girls have dominated against most of the teams 
they have faced. A majority of the teams that they lost 
to were ranked in the top 10 in the state. 

The girls’ record after the Concordia game was 13- 
y. 

Volleyball Sectionals are on October 23 so go out 
and support the girls on their journey to the State 
Championship. 


Girls’ soccer placed 
third in sectionals 


The girls’ soccer team ended their regular season 
with a record of 7-5. 

Sophomore defensive player Tanya Gamble and 
junior goalie Danielle Wilson were named to the 
first team all SAC. Sophomore forward Katie 
Freygang, sophomore mid-field Ali Dove, and 
sophomore mid-field Jessica Stopher were all named 
to the second team all SAC. Junior Ashley Trzynka 
was named honorable mention. 

The team finished third in the conference. Six of 
the eight losses were to state ranked teams. 

“I’m proud of them. Nobody expected us to 
finish third. I expected it. I wanted to finish stronger 
than third,” said head coach Brian Booker 

Even though the team fell short of a win they are 
still happy with third place and hope to do better 
next season. 
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Herron going 
to regionals 


The lady Bruin cross country team 
is continuing to improve. 

“Their times, attitude, and work 
ethic have dramatically improved,” 
said new head coach Matt Miller. 

They ended up fifth in the confer- 
ence, but finished seventh at the 
sectional meet. 

Junior Brittany Heron is going on 
to regionals. 


According to Miller, Heron has had 


a great year and should do well at 
regionals. 


Seniors lead 
team into 
sectionals — 


“The team is improving every 
week, they’ ve shown a lot of 
character,” said head coach Ernie 
Bojrab. 

Seniors Mike Woods and Doug 
Abels are among the top players on 
the team. 

Their record is 3-5 as they are 
going into the sectional games. 

The first game of sectionals the 
football taem will play Marion 
High School on Friday Oct. 22. 

“Tm taking it a game at a time. 
I’m not looking ahead,or behind. 
Every game is a new season,” said 
senior Doug Ables. 


Boys’ 
soccer wins 
sectional 


“Tt’s the toughest draw in 
sectionals, because if we win 
we will go on,” said head 
coach Bronn Pfeiffer. 

The boys’ soccer team is 
busy preparing for the sec- 
tional games by attacking 
better and if they give up a 
couple goals they might lose so 
they need to have good 
defense. 

Their first sectional game 
was on Oct. 11 against 
Blackhawk Christain. The 
Bruins won with a score of 1- 
0. The final goal was made 
within the last 10 minutes of 
the game. Their record stands 
at 7-5 as of Oct.12. They will 
go on to play agaisnt Dwenger, 
Snider then Carroll or 
Concordia. 

“We have a tough road 
ahead of us,” said Pfeiffer. 


Girls’ golf 
sinks at end 
of season 


The Bruin girls’ golf team 
finished their season with a 
drastic improvement in their 
putting and scoring abilities 
over last season according to 
head coach, Dan Gibson. 

Sophomore Shaina Monk 
was among the teams leading 
scorers with an average round 
score of 61.13 and a low round 
of 49 which she earned at the 
East Noble sectional 
tournament on Sept. 18. 

“The team kept improving, 
but they just didn’t continue 
improving,” said Gibson. 

The girls’ golf team shot 
their best games of the year 
and finished seventh in the 
conference. 
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Skate park delivers safe place for teens 
sandyDUNWOODY 


Sis in his lip and a few twisted 

ankles hasn’t phased sophomore Mat Reina. He 
still goes to the skate park downtown everyday, rain 
or shine. 

“T’ve seen a lot of injuries skateboarding, a lot of 
them being my own,” said Reina. 

The skate park, located off of North Clinton St. in 
Lawton Park, officially opened Friday, Sept. 3. It 
boasts a variety of pipes, half-pipes, and other items 
to satisfy a skater’s needs. 

The park is nestled between historic Fort Wayne 
and the bustle of the city, combining the two 
elements to make a prime spot for skating. Bike 
paths wind around the skate park, leading to the Old 
Fort and Headwaters Park. It’s also within walking 
distance of many restaurants and shops downtown. 

After school ends, you can see skateboarders and 
roller bladers crowd the park. Many are there every 
day. 

Reina was relieved when the skate park first 
opened. Most areas in Fort Wayne do not allow kids 
to skateboard. 

“There’s no place else to skate,” said Reina 
“Everybody kicks us out.” 

Junior Taya Lauer visits the park at least once 
every week. She doesn’t claim to be a pro at skate- 
boarding, but she still enjoys the skate park. 


“T think 
it’s cool 
that it gives 
kids a place 2 oe. fo) 
to skate TS 
where they 7 or 
won't get in P 
trouble,” 3 
said Lauer. 2 
Reina and Q 
Lauer both @ Sophomore Mat Reina spends most of his free time at the 
agree that & new skate park making friends and learning new tricks. 
wn 
it’s a good i ag: 
spot for az injuries all 
eridenteto occurred when ; J 
hang out in it was storming,has his own It gives kids a 
he ree nine. opinion. “It’s pretty safe, 
. “ Toipente? except for when it’s raining!” place to skate 
éé id Reina.The skate park 
3 I saw a guy = 
Ore ee downtown has been the where they 
Or head was bleeding answer to many student’s 9 : 
& all haste Ee pleas for quality entertain- won t get in 
= . * ‘ t. The next time you are 
D but it wasn’t from ee y 
eS See uci wondering where you should trouble. 
m skateboarding,” said & uf ; i 
2 Lauer. go to hang out, wander over to -junior Taya Lauer 


North Clinton St. 


Reina, whose 
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Rascal Flatts hit it up 
with Feels like Today 


santannaRAMSEY 


fter receiving double platinum 

honors for Melt and being nomi- 
nated for an American Music Award, 
Rascal Flatts wanted to be more well- 
known. So they went to the recording 
studio to make their newest CD, Feels like 
Today. 

The songs have good rhythm and a beat 

that makes people want to keep listening 
to them, with many songs that are calm 


Of 


Feels ‘L ke Today 


J co dl ” 4 
| After theidauble 

platinum Melt, Rascall 
| Flatts are back with’ an 
all new CD. ee ate, 


Forgotten, 
waste of 
money 


samanthaGOLDSBERRY 


T he Forgotten was a sadly 
disappointing movie. Julianne Moore 


along side Dominic West made for weak 
lead actors and the plot was boorish and 
transparent. 

Moore plays Telly Paretta, a woman 
who lost her 8-year-old son in a plane 
crash 14 months before the film’s begin- 
ning. As a result, she and her husband Jim, 
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and relaxing. 

Songs like “Bless the Broken 
Road,” “The Day Before You” and “Fast 
Cars and Freedom” are just some of the 
songs on the CD that talks about how a 
guy feels about a woman. 

The song “When the Sand Runs 
Out” says that you should live life for all 
that it’s worth. 

“When the sand runs out” is the 
best on the CD because it says you should 
live life the way you want to and to not 
live up to other peoples 
expectations. This song is also 
one of the ones with a strong, 
powerful meaning. 

There is one song on the 

CD that is just for the fans 
called, “Here’s to You” and it 
thanks everyone who has 
supported the band. 

I listen to music to relax 
and calm down when I’m 
stressed. This CD relaxed me 
After listening to this new CD 
it is going to be one of the first 
CDs I put in now. 

B 


ee 
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are having marital problems 
because of their son’s death. Paretta is 
receiving help from her therapist, Dr. 
Munce, played by Gary Sinise. Munce 
then tells her that she is delusional and 
invented her son. 

Paretta then tries to find evidence 
that her son did exist and that she is not 
nuts. Along the way, she meets up with 
Ash Correll, played by West, a fellow 
parent who lost his daughter in the same 
crash, but get this; he doesn’t remember 
his daughter. Maybe she is nuts. But then, 
Paretta goes on to prove to him that his 
daughter did exist. 

For some reason, federal agents get 
involved and start to chase after Paretta 
and Correll. Then, a local Brooklyn 
detective, performed by Alfre Woodard 
wants to help. The writers never felt that 


TOP 10 


Most haunted places 
in Fort Wayne 


1. Bostick Bridge 


2. Carroll, North Side, and 
Snider High Schools 


3. Char’s House of Oak 
4. Coldwater Road Wal-Mart 
. Devils Hollow 
. Dupont Road, south of Lima 
. Lakeside Park neighborhood 
8. Swinger’s Grave 


9. The University of Saint 
Francis 


10. Main Street Bridge 


http://theshadowlands.net/ 
Dplaces/indiana.htm 


they needed to indulge her purpose. Plus, a 
mystery man enters the picture, played by 
Linus Roache. 

Throughout the movie people were 
sucked in to the sky. What the heck? 
This supposed suspense film was never 
truly scary. The best The Forgotten can 
offer are a few moments where it startles 
you from loud noises, but that is about it. 

What really disappointed me was the 
ending. The whole time, viewers will 
expect a sudden plot twist. Nothing 
interesting or the least bit enjoyable ever 
happens. 

This unimaginative and thoroughly 
lame movie is a waist of $5.50 and an 
hour and a half. My advice is only go to 
The Forgotten if you enjoy watching 
completely pointless movies. 


D 
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Music pushes 


voting to- 
wards youth 


timBRADBURN 


Y go to a concert a stranger 
approaches you and asks if you would 


like to register to vote. 

This is what many organizations are 
doing. 

They are trying to educate teens and 
young adults about voting and attempting 
to get those that can vote to register. 

Many Bruins believe that getting 
teens and young adults interested in 
politics is a great idea. 

“All Americans over the age of 18 
have the right to vote and they should use 
that to their advantage,” says junior Cody 
Brake. 

Freshman Kristina [vanovska agreed, 
“T think it’s awesome because their voice 
can be heard.” 

The organizations involved include: 
Choose or Lose 2004, Rock the Vote, 
Hip-Hop Summit Action Network, 
Declare Yourself, Smackdown Your 
Vote!, Redeem the Vote, Punk Voter, and 
Citizen Change. 

The organi- 
zations creatively 
advertise to teens 
and young adults. 
Some bruins 
especially like 
how MTV 
interrupts their 
programs to 
advertise for their 
20 Million Loud 
Choose or Lose 
2004 program. 

eine 
commercials that 
interrupt the show 
work best because it has a higher chance 
of being seen,” said Brake. 

Many musicians including Bruce 
Springsteen, Dave Matthews Band, Dixie 
Chicks, R.E.M., Alicia Keys, Beastie 
Boys, Blink-182, System Of A Down, 
Maroon 5, and The Dead (formerly The 
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Grateful Dead) are getting involved as 
well. 

Most of these bands, however, are 
against President George W. Bush and 
are trying to get voters to elect Senator 
John Kerry. 

“It’s like we’ ve got a bad CEO. 
Nothing personal, Mr. Bush, but we need 
a regime change. You're fired,” said 
Mickey Hart the drummer of The Dead 
in the October issue of “Rolling Stone”. 

Some Bruins believe that influenc- 
ing Americans 1s unfair. 

“Tt’s unfair because most of the 
media is liberal so they’re constantly 
bashing Bush,” said Brake. 

Others believe the bands are doing 
the right thing. 

“They are telling the truth that Bush 
is not a good enough president for four 
more years,” said Ivanovska. 

Some other Bruins believe the 
bands have a right to do and say what 
they want. 

“Rock bands, rap bands, or any type 


of media has the 
right to express their 
opinions and to try 
to influence you, but 
it is always the 
decision of the 
voters,” said 
freshman Sean 
Rodey. 

The music industry is working hard 
to bring the youth towards politics and 
trying to educate them about the issues 
affecting society today. 

“Tt is more than likely being 
affective in bringing politics to the youth 
through music,” said Rodey. 
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Shark Tale 
sinks to 
bottom of 
ocean 


ae theater is relatively empty but 
then again it is a 


Sunday evening. I 
watch the previews, 
anticipating the 
movie. When the 


Check it out 


previews areover, one 
thought lingers in my 
mind. Where have the 
cartoons gone? 
Cartoons have been 


sarahLEAVELL taken over by a new 
kind of animation. It 
began with Toy Story and most recently 
Shark Tale. 

After seeing the movie, I realized 
that so called “children” movies just 
aren’t made for kids anymore. 

The two main characters definitely 
aren’t made for kids. One a fish named 
Oscar (Will Smith) who isn’t getting 
anywhere in life and acts like a rapper 
you'd see on TV. The other was Lenny 
(Jack Black) a shark who isn’t accepted 
by his father (Robert DeNiro) who runs 
the mob. Lenny is like a gay shark. He 
doesn’t want to eat fish and wants to 
dress like a dolphin. 

The movie takes place in the ocean 
like Finding Nemo, but the fish live in a 
place that looks like time square. 

The overall animation of the movie is 
good and very colorful. 

My favorite part of the movie is the 
character Lenny. Everything he says is 
goofy and entertaining. If anyone falls 
asleep, he can at least wake him or her 
up for a minute or two. 

I think students will like this movie, 
it just depends on your sense of humor. 
It will most certainly make a better 
rental. 


C 
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Is military experience needed in politics? 


staffEDITORIAL 


eC; eorge Bush and John Kerry 
have two very controversial 


military pasts. But should these 
two different pasts play a part of 
how people vote this year? 

Eight members of the What’s 
Bruin? staff think the Presidential 
candidates should be judged by 
past military experience. 

These staff 
members 
believe that if 
we elect a 
President who 
knows a lot 
about the 
military then 
he will be able 
to better lead 
us through a 
war. 

These 
What’s Bruin? 
staff members 
also believe 
the next 
elected Presi- 
dent will get 
us out of the 
war we are 
already in 
today. 

Staff mem- 
bers that 
believe the 
military experiences of the two 
candidates are important brought 
up the issue of homeland security. 

We need a President that won’t 
crack when we have another 
terrorist attack. He needs to know 
what military actions should be 


taken to keep the U.S. citizens safe. 


Eight What’s Bruin? staff mem- 
bers believe that the President that 


18 /- Forum 


is elected this year should be able 
to lead this country’s military in the 
best way possible. 

The remaining five members of 
the What’s Bruin? staff believe that 
military experience isn’t an impor- 
tant factor in this years’ election. 

These staff members say that 
other issues such as the economy 


and education are more important 
to them than what has happened to 
the two candidates in their military 
experience. 

Voters need to take a look at all 
the issues that have been debated 
between the two candidates, in- 
stead of just voting based on 
something in the past. 

Two staff members said that the 


military pasts of Bush and Kerry 
are in the past, and the issues in our 
world today are what should really 
affect the way someone votes. 
Also, not every President was in 
the military. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
is an example of one of these 
Presidents. 

Kerry and Bush have very 
different 
military 
backgrounds. 

In Vietnam 
Kerry served 
as a naval 
officer, while 
Bush piloted 
an F-102 in 
the Texas. 

Kerry has 
been known 
for receiving 
many contro- 
versial mili- 
tary rewards 
including 
three Purple 
Hearts, one 
Bronze Star, 
and one Silver 
Star. 

The contro- 
versy of 
Bush’s mili- 
tary past is the 
six-month lapse where Bush 
couldn’t be found on the Texas Air 
National Guard base. 

The majority of the What’s 
Bruin? staff believes that the 
Presidential candidates should be 
judged by the past military experi- 
ences. 

Staff vote: 
8 yes, 5 no, | undecided 
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Bush, 


Kerry, we 


Who would make a better 
president, Bush or Kerry? 


Kerry isn’t deserve 
=4 too sure of to have 
-guidance what he’s someone | 
counselor Shirley : -sophomore Joe better than -senior Tareef 
Johnson Saying. Cronin Bush Horani 


Kerry, Bush 
left a huge 
national 
debt... and I 
am against 
(the) war. 


-freshman Sarah 
Pippenger 


Bush, he 
started the 


war in Iraq 
and should 


be the one to 
finish it. 


-junior Shaquita 


Kerry, A 
president 
should be 
a power 
figure, not 
a redneck. 


Douglas 


Northrop: a school of political zombies? 


D on’t swallow too much, 
you Il run out of saliva and die. 

This is just one of the things my 
sister told me as I was growing up. 

She also told me that if I slept on 
my left side the weight of my body 
would crush my heart.. 

As a child, I took my older sister’s 
advice without question. She was wiser, 
she spoke with conviction and authority, 
and of course she had my best interests 
at heart. 

Yeah, right. 

It took me years to figure out that 
everything she told me as a child, those 
frightening medical occurrences that she 
backed up with imaginary facts, were all 
untrue. There are still some of her words 
I have kept with me my whole life, that I 
have never thought to question. 

I don’t hold it against her that she 
did this to me in my innocence. Kids 
will be kids. 

When I asked her why she lied, my 


WB? / Oct. 2004 


sister took her time answering. 

“I guess it was the power I held over 
you with my words,” she said. “You 
believed anything I 
would say.” 

As I listen to 
speeches made by both 
Bush and Kerry this 
year, I am reminded of 
my sister. 

Thirty-three years 
ago the 26" Amendment 
made it possible for 18- 
year-olds to vote. This 
means that many 
Northrop students who 
are over 18 will be 
voting this Nov. 2. And 
those of us that aren’t 
able to vote this time around will most 
likely vote in the next election. 

There are groups like the National 
Youth Rights Association (NYRA) that 
are petitioning to change the age to as low 


sandy 
DUNWOODY 


as 14, so soon your little brothers and 
sisters might be able to vote. 

For those Northrop students that 
have a friend or relative serving in Iraq, 
or are planning on enlisting themselves, 
the outcome of this election is critical. 
The decisions that our next president 
makes will carry on throughout our adult 
lives, and could easily change how we 
operate day-to-day. 

We, as a country, are at a turning 
point. This has become a tumultuous 
affair, with war as an issue in the 
election. We can’t ignore that lives are at 
stake. 

So, don’t be ignorant when it 
comes to politics. Weigh both sides, and 
don’t just accept what Bush or Kerry say 
at face value. Their words hold power, 
and they know it. 

My sister taught me the valuable 
lesson that it’s the intention behind 
words that is important. So, know the 
whole truth before you pick up a ballot. 
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Mi any students that don’t always 
show up for school do need to be 


reasonably punished. 

However, their guardians should be the 
only people other than law enforcers that 
have the ability to control his or her 
child’s behavior. 

Schools already have too much say 
when it comes to authority. They do not 
deserve to have the right to make a 
parent’s life more hectic because they 
enjoy abusing their power. 

I do not believe the majority of 
administrators and teachers have the best 
interest of a student at heart. Foolish rules 
are enforced solely because the wrong 
people have too much power. 

Everyday I go to school, where many 
teachers put more emphasis on guidelines 
and punishment rather than creating better 
ideas to further their students’ education. 

When schools are given the power to 
control students before they arrive and 
after they leave, they are wrongfully 
acting as parents. Then, to go even further 
and remove licenses is ridiculous. 


Le ditor 


When someone is neither on school 
property or causing disturbances concern- 
ing other students, schools need to stop 
boosting their egos and accept their roles 
without trying to take the job of a family. 
-senior Jennifer Beer 


N orthrop High School, along with 
other schools, should have the right 
to take 

licenses away from students who get 
into trouble. 

Students who are continuously late for 
class or truant should have the conse- 
quence of getting their permits or licenses 
taken away. 

A student that is used to driving him or 
herself everywhere would have a hard 
time doing what they like, when they like, 
or when they have to if they don’t have a 
license. 

Students who work need transportation 
to their jobs. If they get in trouble and get 
their license taken away, they may not be 
able to get to work and quite possibly lose 
their job. 


I think that this whole taking away of 
the students licenses is a good idea. 

Getting a permit or license taken away 
as a discipline factor gets the message 
across. If you don’t get in trouble you 
won't get into the situation of being 
capable of driving to work, school or 
anywhere for a period of time. 

The rule is a good way to get students 
who are getting in trouble all the time to 
be better students. 

-sophomore Samantha Dangler 


Ree drug testing, in my opinion, 
is wrong. The major theory on this is 
that drugs are playing a role in the lives of 
Northrop students. I believe this to be true, 
but until any probable cause comes up, 
drug tests should be limited to those who 
have been detained by lawful means (like 
being detained on the road for a tourney 
search). School need not be like Allen 
County lock-up. I believe performing tests 
on random students who haven’t done any 
illegal act is wrong. 

-senior Eric Glover 


Take time to stop and smell the roses 


i e sat before a blank computer screen 
on a Wednesday night. A pile of 
scholarship essays 
became his muse. 

“After high school,” 
he began writing. His 
fingers froze above the 
keyboard. 

He thought he knew 
exactly what he wanted 
out of life, but that night 


Perspective 


he wasn’t so sure meee hf 
anymore. add 


From the beginning 
of his freshman year, he 
turned his focus away 
from being an ordinary teenager. No, for 
him ordinary wasn’t good enough. He had 
to ace every test and he expected nothing 
less than the best from himself. Failure 
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wasn’t an option Teachers and family 
praised the student. 

He drowned himself in studies and 
clubs. He transformed himself into a 
college application’s poster child. 

That Wednesday night was a turning 
point, though. Suddenly the accomplish- 
ments mean as much to him because they 
came at a cost. 

The average life expectancy in the 
United States is 77.2 years. That’s if 
you're lucky. 

Of those 77 years, approximately 22 are 
spent gaining an education, with three 
years in junior high, four in high school, 
and another four or more in college. 
That’s at least 11 years. 

Eleven years with the potential to be 
spent as the best years of your life, or 11 
years of just living through each day, 


working towards each goal, but not truly 
experiencing life. 

In the middle of writing his scholarship 
essay, he realized that he didn’t have to 
ace every test, he didn’t have to win every 
award, and he didn’t have to take the 
weight of the world on his shoulders. 

Perfection isn’t something to be judged 
in the eyes of the world. Perfection is 
being able to look yourself in the mirror at 
the end of the day and being happy with 
the person you are. 

Psychologist Henry Havelock Ellis 
once said, “All the art of living lies in a 
fine mingling of letting go and holding 
One 

One Wednesday night, that student 
remembered to find the balance of holding 
on to the things that are truly important 
and letting go of everything else. 
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Are teens too young to be parents? 


ZACHNORRIS 


A“ you ready to be a parent? I know I am not. I realize all 
of the things that a parent must do, and the qualities they 
must have. 

The most important quality of a parent teen is their 
responsibility. Many teenagers are irresponsible. If they can’t 
even take care of themselves, how can they possibly care for a 
child? 

Also, many teenage boys or girls are usually 
obsessed with their own freedom. So, having a child 
around would dramatically change their lives. 

Some teenagers like to go to parties out on Friday 
nights. With a child they will not be able to leave the 
house. Their freedom is now be gone and their childhood 
over. They will not be able to live their lives like a 
normal teen would be able to do. 

If a new parent assumes responsibility, 
instead of going to parties or hanging out 
with their friends, they have to stay at 
home and take care of their new child. 
Also, they may have to do this alone 
unless they have someone in their life that 
is gracious enough to help them out. 

This leads to another problem. If the 
teenager’s parents agree to help take care 
of the their new grandchild, which might 
be unlikely, the new parent still has other 
responsibilities such as doing homework, 
shopping for the baby, and earning money 
to buy things for the baby. 

Other teens would judge these 
students for having a child; these people 
may also lose the respect and trust of their 
parents. 

There is a saying “‘it takes a long 
time to earn respect, but it only takes one 
second to lose it.” 

If a teen becomes pregnant, in a way, 
they are breaking the trust that their 
parents had for them as a young respon- 
sible adult. 

It is the choice of the teenager to 
have a child, however, it can be avoided 
by committing to abstinence and saving 
sex until marriage. Abstinence is when a 
person waits until they are married to have 
sex. If more people chose abstinence, there 
would be less teenage parents in the world. 

The main idea is responsibility and how teen parents are the 
ones who could take a lesson from those who choose absti- 
nence. 

Before a teen risks having sex they should think of how their 
life is dramatically going to change. 


6674 do 


I love 
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anything 
I can for 
her, and 


her a lot? 3 


-senior James Crowell 


katelynSTAYTON 


Go home from high school changing dippers, 

feeding a crying child a bottle and barely getting any 
sleep, Maybe it’s hard for some teens, but for senior 

James Crowell, being a father is an everyday experience. 

“My social life really hasn’t changed, but my spare 
time is limited,” said Crowell. 

The birth of his baby girl wasn’t planned, but he 
doesn’t regret it at all. 
“T’d do anything I can for her and I love her a lot,” 
said Crowell. 
Teens aren’t too young to be parents in some cases. If 
you are responsible, have a job, get good grades and watch 
your own kid when you get home from school, you are not 
too young to be a parent. 
Many teens that have kids didn’t plan for the 
pregnancy. The ones who have babies on 
purpose do so because they want someone to 
love or because they want to be loved. This 
is not a good reason in any case. 

Also, Advocates for Youth reports that 
since 1991, U.S. teenage pregnancy, 
abortion, and birth rates have declined 
steadily. This shows that more and more 
teenagers are protecting themselves by 
using contraceptives, and preventing 
unwanted pregnancies. 

Crowell has a tough act to 
balance after school, Crowell’s girlfriend 
picks up the baby from daycare while he 
goes to the YMCA and then he and his 
girlfriend take care of their baby when he 
gets home. 

A teen parent is young, but there 
are parents in there mid 20’s and that are 
young as well. It’s definitely much easier 
to raise a child when you are finished 
with college, have a full-time job, are 
married and can provide financial 
stability. 

Being a teenage parent is much 
different then being an adult parent, but 

if you're willing to take all the chal- 
lenges, parenthood 1s okay. 

I think you are more responsible 
if you have your baby instead of having 
an abortion. But giving your child up 

for adoption is a reasonable alternative. 

When you get pregnant because you were not thinking 
to use protection it’s your responsibility to love and comfort 
your child. If you can love and comfort your child, that is 
more important than anything else you could offer. 
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Bruin 
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music world 
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(What's Inside?) 


ica pontius 


— Be 


know how precious life is. 


-science teacher B.J. Harper 


Former U.S. senator Birch Bayh visits Northrop 

(news p4) 

Two Bruins share their musical talents and passions 
(insight pp8-9) 

Q&A with state cross-country runner Bobby Moldovan 
(sports p10) 

Just how expensive can semi-formal get? 

(premiere p15) 

Pro/Con: Have we lost what it means to be thankful? 
(forum p18) 


Table of Contents / 3 


© @I can’t think of 
anything I enjoy 
more than talking 
with students.? 


-former Indiana U.S. 
senator Birch Bayh 


Senior Sheleaha Jones asks former U.S. senator Birch Bayh how she can pursue a 
political career. Bayh, a recent guest to Northrop, was key in the writing of national 
law Title IX that gives women equal rights in sports and other after-school activities. 
Bayh also was key in the writing of the 25th and 26th amendments. 


Bayh stops by Northrop 


arielCASE 


no easy answers,” said Bayh. 

Bayh was a U.S. senator from Indiana 
between 1963 and 1981. During his time 
as senator he made several important 


t was like watching a Presidential 
debate, just without the President 
anda TV. 
When former U.S. Indiana senator, 


Birch Bayh, father of current Indiana contribu- 
senator Evan Bayh, visited Northrop tions to the 
recently to talk to Bruins, he had a United 
commanding presence. States that 
Bayh talked about his contributions are still 
while he was senator, and he related to relevant 
students with stories from his life. today. 
“T can’t think of anything I enjoy more “Tt was 
than talking with students,” said Bayh. the best job 
Then he asked students if they had any __ in the 
questions for him. world. I 
The questions continued on topics of was doing 
gay marriage, the Patriot Act, military what I 
drafting, and abortion, similar to questions __ like,” said 
asked in the recent Presidential campaigns Bayh. 
and debates. He was 


influential 
in passing 


“Nobody likes war and that may not be 
your opinion, but I’Il tell you how I feel. I 


feel we were in our rights to go against the Title 1x 

Osama (bin Laden) and someone that just _ that gave 

bombed our city on 9/11,” answered Bayh women 

on a military question. equal 
“There were some tough questions and —_— opportuni- 


4 / News 


ties in sports and after- 
school activities in public 
education. 

He directly related to 
students by asking if there 
were any female athletes 
in the audience. Several 
girls raised their hands. 

“If it wasn’t for Title IX 
you wouldn’t be doing 
these sports,” said Bayh. 

Bayh also passed the 
25" amendment that 
establishes rules for 
presidential succession, 
and the 26" amendment 
he said he was especially 
proud of that gave 18 year 
olds the right to vote. 

“If you don’t vote, you 
have no right to criticize 
what’s going on,” said 
Bayh. 

He admitted he came to 
Northrop for two reasons. 
He said he loves talking 
to students. He also told 
Indiana governor Joe 
Kernan he would help 
him campaign in any way 
he could. (Kernan ran for re-election this 
year, but lost to Mitch Daniels.) 

“T enjoyed being here and looking 
around at the faces. There is a sense of 
sincerity among them,” said Bayh. 
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M*A*S*H, performed Nov. 4 and 6, was a humorous play following 
the life of a wartime military hospital in Korea. Here, doctors and 
nurses perform surgery on another war casualty. Leads included 
seniors John Kasunic and Trae Brooks as Hawkeye and Duke 
Forest, and senior Buffy Esslinger as Hot Lips Houlihan. 
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Community service alternative punishment 


timBRADBURN 


ecause junior Jemal Moore threw 
some spaghetti noodles on the bus, 
he got community service. 

Moore reported for and completed his 
assigned punishment recently. At 2:35 p.m. 
he checked in at student services. There he 
was handed a long pair of tongs and large 
plastic bucket and was told to head outside. 
His assignment: Pick up all the trash he can 
around the school. 

“If people are going to leave trash for 
others to pick up, they should be made to pick 
up trash,” said assistant principal David West, 
who coordinates community service each day 
after school. 

Along with leaving trays, students can be 
given community service for cutting class, 
tardiness, and other disruptive behavior. 

During community service, students clean 
classrooms, the parking lot, stadium, put in 
chalk lines for football, or clean up the 
baseball diamond. 

As he made his way around school, 
snagging trash with his tongs, Moore said that 
community service is a punishment that 
should not be used. 

“We shouldn’t have to do community 
service, Thursday school was much better,” 
he said. 

West believes it is a good punishment. 
He, along with the other assistant principals, 
supervise the community service that is a 
one-day after-school punishment from 2:35- 
3:30 p.m. for an average of five or six 
students each day. 

This is seen as a much more active 
approach, according to West. And it helps the 
school stay cleaner. 

“It’s a fair consequence,” said West. 

Most parents also approve of this sort of 
punishment too, added West. 

Moore walked farther around the school 
grounds picking up garbage and putting it in 
his bucket which was growing more full. 

When 3:30 p.m came, Moore breathed a 
sigh of relief. He was done. He had served his 
sentence. 

He put up his bucket and tongs and 
returned them to West in Student Services, 
then quietly went to wait for his ride home. 

“All I learned is how to pick up trash,” 
said Moore. 
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Bruins are often punished with community service for various reasons including 
cutting class, tardiness and disruptive behavior. Junior Jemal Moore recently. we 
caught throwing spaghetti on a school bus so he was assigned community : 
service, neue frash pickup around Northrop si wn h 


ser 


ys 


It’s a fair consequence. This way they 
can get outside and get some exercise 
along with helping the school. 


-assistant principal David West 


News / 5 


Council convention 
brings new ideas 


On Nov. 6 some members of student council 
went to a state convention along with others 
from all over Indiana to share ideas for future 
events. 

One idea brought back included doing more 
things that involve the whole school. Student 
council teamed up with Key Club for a food 
drive on Noy. 8-12 where students gave their 
first period non-perishable food items. A glove, 
hat and mitten drive is also being held through 
Friday of this week. 

“We go to meet other student council mem- 
bers and work on things to bring back to our 
school,” said senior council president Archana 
Narang. 


84 Bruins donate at blood drive 


This is chemistry teacher Bill Hollenberg’s 16" year sponsoring the annual 
blood drive at Northrop. 

“It’s a chance to save a life,” said Hollenberg. 

At this year’s blood drive on Nov. 3, 84 students signed up to donate blood. 

Senior Derek Hopper was one of the donors. 

“T feel good when I give blood,” he said. “I get a letter in the mail that says 
I saved two or three people’s lives. It’s hard to believe it’s true. I guess it is.” 

In order for someone to give blood, they must be 17 or older, weigh at least 
110 pounds, and be in overall good health. 

During the process, blood drive nurses first check medical history to make 
sure a person’s blood is safe. Secondly, they give a medical screening, then the 
actual donation is taken. After the donation, students go to the canteen to eat 
snacks. 

“It’s for a good cause. I can save somebody’s life and I'd want someone to 
do the same for me,” said junior donor Liz Evans. 

The donation takes approximately 45 minutes to an hour. The blood drive is 
held two to three times a year. The next drive will be in held in March. 


Choirs and bands 
kickoff with concert 


A kickoff concert for all choirs and bands 
will be taking place at 7 p.m. on Nov. 18 in 
the Northrop auditorium performed by the 
orchestra, concert choir, and the freshmen 
band. 

The evening will be led by choir director 
Tom Maupin, orchestra director Barry Ashton 
and band director Brian Taubert. 

The cost is $4 for adults, $3 for students, 
$10 for family, and $25 for a season pass to 
all music events throughout the year. 

“] think the students are more prepared this 
year than they have been in the past,” said 
Maupin. 


National Honor Society tutors, 
prepares for holiday donating 


Project SET and student 
council collecting winter gear 


On Nov. 8-12, the student council and Project SET took part in the 
Operation Can-Do, a food drive where they collected non-perishable food 
items for Community Harvest Food Bank. 

These non-perishable items included canned soups, vegetables, pastas 
and cereals. The food items were collected in Steve Long’s room, C201, 
and Lilly Mikol’s room, D101 during first period. 

The winter gear collection started on Nov. 15 and it will last until Nov. 
19; 

“We’re just trying to give some of our charitable organizations a head 
start,” said Mikol. 

Student council and Project SET are collecting any brand new gloves, 
hats, and mittens from the students and staff. This donation will be going 
to the FWCS clothing bank. 

“This gives us an opportunity to help others who are less fortunate than 
we are during Thanksgiving and the holiday season,” said Mikol. 


Key Club raises 
$750 for UNICEF 


The National Honors Society has been very busy with several different 


projects this fall. 


Members collected toothpaste for care packs for the Healthy Cities Health 


Fair of 2004. 


They also volunteered time and effort toward the hurricane relief efforts, 
sponsored by New Haven’s mayor’s office. Thirty tons of supplies were sent 


to Florida to aid those in need. 


Students are currently helping with the Study Connection, a tutoring 
program at Shawnee and also The Circle, a charitable organization. They are 
sponsoring two families this Christmas, and will be donating gifts and supplies 


for dinner. 


“Students continue to be involved in every aspect of community service,” 


said club sponsor Judy Sculley. 


6 / News 


The first Wednesday of every month, Key 
Club members volunteer at the Towne House 
retirement home on Washington Center Road. 

Key Club also recently helped with trick-or- 
treating for UNICEF (United Nations Children’s 
Fund). As a result, a check of $750 was sent to 
the local and nationwide charity. 

“T was very pleased with the effort the 
students put forth. Our original goal was $600,” 
said sponsor Twyla Kendrick. 

Key Club also chose a new secretary junior 
Josh Maze. 
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santannaRAMSEY 


atching 
her 
husband 
go through cancer 
treatments was scary. 
Then it was her turn. 


events, such as the 
annual Hilly Hundred in 
Bloomington, Indiana. 
Even when recently 
diagnosed with cancer, 


She was diagnosed 
with cancer. 

Science teacher 
B.J. Harper, 65, was 
diagnosed with breast 
cancer around the 
start of this school 
year. 

“T was frightened. 
I watched my 
husband go through it 
a couple of years 
ago,” said Harper. 

Harper bought a 
yellow ‘livestrong’ 
bracelet to support 
cancer for her 
husband before she 
found out she had it. 

But what makes 
Harper so special is 
that her cancer hasn’t 
stopped her one bit 
from doing what she 
loves. Cycling. 

“T started riding 
bikes when I was 8 
years old,” said 
Harper. 

Harper has to takes 
radiation treatment at 
Parkview five days a 
week before school at 
7:30 a.m. She will continue doing 
so until her 33 treatments are 
done. 

“The treatments may make me 
tired but I’m suppose to continue 
exercising and get plenty of rest,” 
she said. 

She was hyperactive as a child 
so her parents got her her first bike 
for Christmas, which she still has. 

The doctors at Parkview 
Hospital found the cancer very 
early, thanks to new technology. 

“T think it (cancer) makes me 
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shes determined to keep 
shrmaworking on. 


Science teacher B.J. Harper 
rides and lives life to the 
fullest, despite the cancer 
recently thrown her way 


I think it (cancer) 
makes me know how 
precious life is. 


-science teacher B.J. Harper 


know how precious 
life is,” said 
Harper. 

According to 
Harper, her family 
has taken this 
illness well and 
have strong faith. 

“Tam working 
on my fourth bike, 
it’s a 27-speed 
specialized for 
riding,” she said. 

Back in 1987, 
she rode 104 miles 
in the local Three 
Rivers bike race 
with business and 
math teacher Dan 
Gibson. 

Recently Harper 
rode in the annual 
Hilly Hundred, in 
Bloomington, 
Indiana on Oct. 16- 
17. Which con- 
sisted of riding a 
hundred miles in 
two days. 

To prepare for 
this bike ride, the 
riders must watch a 
safety video that 
tells them direc- 
tions on how to 
pass the others and 
how to ride when 
there is traffic. 

“We ride 
through farm land 
and woods it’s a 
great view,” said Harper. 

She has also ridden her bike 
at Chain O’ Lakes for 59 miles 
in one day. 

“It (bike riding) gives me 
time to think about 
everything,” said Harper. 

On another bike trip by 
Lake Michigan she rode 52 
miles. 

“Riding a bike gives you 
time to appreciate God’s 
creation of the great outdoors,” 
said Harper. 
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Junior Kendall Isadore’s love of 
music has led to her recognition as 
an accomplished student violinist 


ariel CASE 


*ve been blessed with a gift by God and I have no greater 
desire than to share it with others. I love music,” said 
junior Kendall Isadore. 
Isadore was in third grade when her class had the opportunity 
to get a look at all of the different instruments for the first time. 


Kendall Isadore. 


“The violin caught my attention and I wanted to do something 
different,” Isadore said. 

When Isadore was just 9 years old, her music class at 
Pensacola Christian Academy started learning how to play their 
instruments by video. 

“They are the only school that I know of to teach with videos,” 
she said. 

Isadore began 
taking private 
lessons in fifth 
grade. 


I enjoy playing 
snide and I’Il never put 


months to learn a 


song and five to it down. Pil play 


master the song with 
no mistakes,” she 
said forever. 
Isadore practices 
anywhere from 200 
to 250 hours a week. 
“T don’t practice nearly as much as I need to. It seems like a 
lot, but it’s not as much as I should practice,” she said. Violin prodigy junior Kendall 
Inside of school Isadore plays violin in the orchestra. During Isadore practices at least 200 hours 
her music class she competed for first chair with a Northrop uf weekly. “I have my parents listen to 
foreign exchange student Yujin Parks. The contest was very me and tell me where there is a 
close, but Isadore won at the end. part not right and they won't lie to 
Outside school she has been involved in several other music me,” said Isadore. 
events. 
“T played at the Fort Wayne Youth Symphony and the Voices 


-junior Kendall Isadore 


kendall church 


of Unity Youth choir at IPFW,” she said. She also travels as a throughout Indiana. 
soloist, playing the violin and singing “We meet in Indy to practice for two or three days. There are 
x ot, ra 5 re N 5S oS: z a 7 
“T took piano lessons for 6 years, but I stopped taking lessons four days total ate the last day we doa cou she said. 
when I started violin. I also play a little guitar by ear,” she said. Isadore doesn’t plan to continue her music as a career, but she 


Isadore was also recently accepted into the All-State Orches- will always continue to play her violin. 


tra. The All-State Orchestra is composed of 100 students selected I enjoy playing and I'll never put it down. I'll play forever,” 
out of a group of 200 to 400 students that have auditioned Isadore said. 
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Senior Jonathan 
A s a child he always wanted to 
McClendon S be the ovG or a 
lo ve of music professional basketball 
player. 
helped him Who would have guessed a few 
years later that his passion would be 
disco ver his opera singing and someday becoming a 
x professional singer? 
SOariIng Senior Jonathan McClendon started 
¢ singing opera his freshman year, which 
VOICC was at Snider High School. 


“T was in band, but my choir teacher at Snider said 
I had potential to sing,” said McClendon. 

McClendon came to Northrop his junior year so 
that he could play basketball and sing at the same 
time, but by his senior year he realized that it was just 
too much. 

“T played anything from point guard, shooting 
guard, to small forward. It’s frustrating but it’s to my 
best interest,” said McClendon. 
started Varsity McClendon performs at churches and weddings. In 
for Northrop’s the past he has performed in Miami and Philadelphia 
basketball for national singing competitions. Charisma and 
team his junior concert choir also play a big part in his life. 
year, "he. now To keep his career going strong outside of school, 
has decided to © he attends voice lessons every Wednesday with his 
pursue singing © teacher Joe Kahre. 
full-time. “It's t “I never thought I’d sing classical and be more 
my best open to that genre,” said McClendon. “I was told it is 
interest,” he the best technique for any kind of singing and it fits 
\ said. | my voice well.” 


McClendon 


McClendon said he listens to several genres of 
music. His musical influences include classical opera 
performers Mario Lanza and Luciand Pavrotti. 

By Wednesday, Dec.1, McClendon will have to 
send in a tape to the prestigious Juilliard School of 
Music, which will count as his first audition to get 
into the school. 

Other than Juilliard, McClendon said he is still 
looking at the Manhattan School of Music, Michigan 
University, and Indiana University. 

“Tt’s in my blood. I love to perform,” said 
McClendon. 

After the opening of music into his life, it will also 
lead on into the future. 

“Every day I strive for my goals and there are so 
many obstacles in my way but through God anything 
is possible,” said McClendon. 


ood. I love to perform. 


-senior Jonathan McClendon 
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Moldovan lone runner at 


state, finishes fifth 


samantha goldsberry 


T" shot is fired and the state 
runners took off. Only this time 
sophomore Bobby Moldovan ran without 
the Big Orange Pack to support him. 
Moldovan recently ran in the state 
cross-country meet and finished fifth, the 
highest any area runner placed at the meet. 
His fifth place time of 16:18 is also the 
highest placing runner in Northrop history 
in a very long time, according to athletic 
director Mike McMillen. 
WB? How did it feel to be a sophomore 
and running in a state competition? 
BM: I competed in last year’s state 
competition, but it was different this year 
without the team. I don’t think there was 
as much pressure to do well. 
WB? Describe your emotions as you 
crossed the finish line. 
BM: I don’t really express my emotions to 
others. I didn’t realize what I had done 
until I heard the people screaming for me 
at the finish line. I was really happy 
though. 


A six pack, agility, speed, big 
biceps and muscular legs. These 
are some things athletes strive for. 
Let’s face it, all athletes want to look 
good on the field or court. They can’t 
have just a little muscle everything has 
to be bulging. 

I think athletes shouldn’t worry so 
much about what they look like. Looks 
are not going to make a player good. 
It’s practicing and developing skills 
that will create a star player. 

Some athletes spend hours in the 
weight room, diet, and some Northrop 


Athletes can have all the muscle in 
the world, the coolest shoes and the 
best uniforms in the conference, but 
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teams are even hiring personal trainers. 


WB? How do you want to improve for 
next season? 

BM: I want to try to be in the second or 
third place in the state. I want to improve 
my time down 20 or 30 seconds and 
hopefully take the state title. 

WB? If you could change one thing about 
your performance at state what would it be 
and why? 

BM: It would probably be to stay with the 
second and third place guys more. When 
they kicked it in toward the end, I don’t 
know if I could have kept up with them or 
not. I ran the exact race I wanted to run. 
WB? Do you feel you could have done 
better? Why or why not? 

BM: I did the best I could for that type of 
day. It was windy and rainy. Wind and rain 
don’t really faze me. I feel I could’ ve 
closed in the last 400 meters. 

WB? What compels you to run? 

BM: I started in sixth grade and I was 
pretty good. I got better in seventh grade. 
In eighth grade I started to realize this was 
something I could be really good at. Being 
as good as I am is the reason I run, 
otherwise I would probably be playing 
soccer. 


Looks don’t matter on the court 


that does not mean they have talent. What 

really matters is what’s on the score board 

at the end of the game, match or meet. 
Now, doing all of 


Lines the above is fine, 
oF. just as long as 
ay athletes don’t think 


that all of those 
things are going to 
make them an all- 
star. 


Any athlete will 
tell you what makes 
ee an all-star is how 
RICHARDSON 


good he or she is. 
Also, players 
who spend hours in practice and not in the 
weight room trying to bulk up are the ones 


Sophomore Bobby 
Moldovan was the 
only Bruin to run in 
the recent state 
cross-country meet 
where he finished 
fifth. This was the 
best state placiing 
for Northrop in 
years. His time 
was 16:18. 


YOINYO ||OpUey 


often heard of. 

Nobody comments on the shoes a 
player wore in a game. It’s always, 
“Did you see so-and-so make the 
winning basket with only seconds left 
on the clock?” 

Athletes should worry less about 
their appearance and start to pay more 
attention in practice to get better. 

Sure, being strong helps. But if 
athletes don’t have the skills to play 
the game, then why play at all.If you 
can’t contribute beyond struting 
around and tryong to look good then 
don’t bother. 


WB? /~ Nov. 2004 


i tre Invited. Bring Your Prtends 


he <u, \ .. the 7 ~~ A 
one a Tan for a Buck? Sete 
— ned Sa = rn 0 — 
274 You do the Math! AI 
| 


(Really $1.0678571 42857142857 1428571428571) 


20 beds plus Mystic Spray booth =e esa ea rr WV By Looking Fit Magazine 
craiSsS GQrirer 
VWVVeenrm-tc& Bast 


3912 W. Jefferson Bivd. You deserve the best. 
(In the Parkwest Shopping Ctr. Don’t Settle for less!!! 
Across from Jefferson Pointe) Come in and experience 

Fort Wayne. the difference. 


260-459-8882. 


Girls’ volleyball digs deep for victory 


kevinBARESIC 


he Bruin volleyball team wrapped up 

another successful season due to 

improvements in team consistency 
that eventually led to yet another regional 


appearance. 


The Bruins did have a challenging 


schedule this year. 

Head coach Neil Day 
said, “We beat nine ranked 
teams this season which was 
quite an accomplishment for 
the team.” 

Senior Brittany Rahrer 
and junior Faith Sherrill both 
agreed that beating Snider 
twice this year was one of 
the greater accomplishments 
of their season. 

The Bruins had to beat 
Snider in their first game of 
the sectional tournament. 
After they knocked out the 
Panthers, the girls went on to 
face Homestead and 
defeated the Spartans to snag 
a sectional title. 

“The girls worked hard 
which controlled our 
success,” said Day. 

Day and some of his 
players praised the girls’ 
effort throughout the season. 
Beating nine ranked teams in 
the state was nice, but more 
importantly he said it was all 
the effort put into practices 
and games that made a 
difference. 

“We played more as a 
team as the season went on,” 


Rahrer also said the team 
chemistry was really good this season. 

After the Bruins wrapped up sectionals, 
they were off to Huntington North to try 
and capture a regional title. The team’s 
first matchup was against Warsaw. 

The girls started off with a slow start, 
falling short to the Warsaw Tigers, 25-20. 


Then the team dug deep down and found 
the strength to win three straight games in 
a row to come away with a win. 

The team couldn’t get too exited 
because they still had to face a long time 
rival Muncie Central. 

Central was ranked number one in the 
state. The Bruins were ranked number 8 in 
the state going into the regional match. 

At an invitational at Muncie 


Seniors Brittany Rahrer, Stephanie Craig, and freshman Kylee earlier in the seaon, the Bruins 
Malone stop no. 1 Muncie Central from scoring. The Bruins lost Hii) ee sricem cn COn @onltcl MICOnn I Te 
this regional final game, 3-0. But for the season, the Bruins 
ended 29-9 and-claimed a sectional title. 


girls were hoping for a different 
outcome in the regional matchup. 

Once at the regional, senior 
Stephanie Craig led the Bruins 
with 15 kills, and was backed up 
by another 10 kills from Sherrill. 
However, these numbers weren’t 
enough to help the Bruins counter 
the defensive strategies of Muncie 
Central. The Bruins did have 
several rallies but just couldn’t 
keep them going long enough to 
win. 

“Winning wasn’t everything,” 
said Day. “When the girls tried 
their hardest they played their 
best.” 

Besides winning a team 
sectional title this season, there 
were many players who were 
selected to be on all-SAC and all- 
area teams. 

Craig and Sherrill were chosen 
second-team AII-SAC and AIll- 
Area. Rahrer was selected to the 
all-state team and was named 
Area Player of the Year. 

As a team, the Bruins ended 
their season with a 29-9 record 
including their sectional title. 
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Winning wasn’t everything. When the girls 
tried their hardest they played their best. 


-head volleyball coach Neil Day 
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samantha SOSSRGITYN 


Bruin (oe ee ends with 4-7 record 


With a final record of 4-7, football season came 


to an end. 


all-SAC honors. 


The Bruin football team 
defeated Marion, 18-6, in the 
sectional first round before 
losing a hard-fought game to 
Homestead. 


year,” said Emedobi. 


Seniors make honors 


for boys’ tennis 


At the end of head coach Shane Crager’s first year with 
the boys’ tennis team, seniors Tianyi Luo and Dan Ostlund 
received recognition for their contribution to the team. 

Luo earned first team Academic All-State honors. Only 
50 seniors in the state were given that honor. Luo also won 
the team’s mental attitude award. 

“IT was very proud (of Tianyi), he excels both on the 
court and in the classroom and is one of the nicest people 
you will ever meet,” said Crager. 

Senior Dan Ostlund was named to the second team all- 
area team for his tremendous play during the regular 
season. 


“Twas very proud of my team,” said Ostlund. 


Herron goes 
to semistate, 
doesn’t 
advance 


“T made it to semi-state through 
confidence because I didn’t have it 
(before) and I got stronger mentally,” 


“I’m very proud of the way they (the team) 
preformed this season and they worked hard,” 
head coach Ernie Bojrab. 

Seniors Mike Woods and Sam Emedobi earned 


“T was surprised that I made it though. I wanted 
to make the first team. I hope I make all state next 


Senior John Lauer, Jeremiah Clements and Doug 
Abels also made All-SAC Honorable Mention. 


Girls’ golf 
correction: 
Team earns 


Robinson earns 
all-area honor 


Junior Jamal Robinson won All- 
Area in soccer. There are four district 
sections, and only 17 soccer players 
selected for area 2, which includes 
Northrop. 

“I'd like to be on the national 
team. That’s one thing I’m working 
harder at,” said Robinson. 


said 


He wasn’t expecting to be selected 
for all area and he’s proud of himself 
because all area is the biggest award 
you can win. 


Young team, new goals 
change pace for hockey 


The hockey team is off to another year, and already has a 
record of 2-3 after being defeated by Snider on Nov. 3. 

“We have a lot of new guys and it’s been a bit of a 
struggle but we’re doing okay,” said head coach Dave 
Rogers. 

Some of the top scorers this season include senior Mikey 
Somers and junior Adam Logue. Top defensive players 
include sophomore Corey Erdley, as well as Chad Friend and 
Alex Rogers who attend other schools. 

“It’s a young team and we just have to be patient. Some 
things take a long time to achieve. We need to keep working 
hard,” said Rogers. 

The Northrop hickey team plays all games at McMillen Ice 
Arena located in McMillen Park. Regular season games are 
each Tuesday at 7 or 8 p.m.. 


Bowling 

team started, 
looking 

for more spares 


said junior Brittany Herron. 

The semi-state girls’ cross country 
meet was held on Oct. 23 at IPFW. 
Herron was the only runner from 
NHS that made it to semistate. 

“T felt a lot better and stronger,” 
said Herron. “I was extremely 
nervous and I was hoping to make it 
to state.” 

Herron ran her two-and-half mile 
event in a time of 15:37, but she did 
not advance to state. 
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sixth in SAC 


What’s Bruin? incorrectly reported 
in our Oct. issue that the girls’ golf 
team finished seventh in the SAC. The 
team earned sixth. 

“Some of the best golf was played 
by this team the last two weeks of the 
season. This was a very good year...as 
our goals were met,” said head coach 
Dan Gibson. 

Sophomore Shaina Monk also was 
named All-SAC Honorable Mention. 


The bowling team started up its season on 
Nov. 16 and is now confident it can have a 
successful season. 

The team is practicing Mondays and 
Wednesdays at Key Lanes with their first match 
yesterday against Elmhurst. 

“T think that we are the best team in the 
SAC,” said sophomore Patrick Borne. 

Borne added that the team is focusing even 
more on getting spares to improve scores 
throughout its season. 
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Semi-formal 


How much it will 
cost to keep in style 
on the big night? 


Suit: $395 
Shirt: $68 
Tie: $55 

Pocket silk: $9 
© black and blue —_____| 


pin stripe 
e cotton 


-source: Bachrach 


Dress: $199 


e red and white 


° silk Shoes: $69 


-source: Marshall Field’s yo 
e black | 
e leather Sead b 
/ ‘ Tai 


-source: Bachrach 


> ee 
Shoes: $36 


e red 
¢ brand: Metaphor 


-source: Sears 


photos by telysha richardson 
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TOP 10 


Restaurants for semi-formal 


Buluup| poissef 


Olive Garden, off West Coliseum 
Boulevard, is a main attraction 
for students on semi-formal night, 
set this year for Dec. 4. 


Olive Garden 


Cork ‘n 
Cleaver 


Texas 
Roadhouse 


Casa Grille 
Pizza Hut 


Bandido’s 
Logan’s 


Home 
Taco Bell 
O’Charley’s 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
: 


-source: survey of 100 Bruins 


14 / Premiere 


Green Day 
back with 
American 
Idiot Tour 


t all started at the young age of six. My 

dad gave me Green Day’s hit CD, 

Dookie. Since then, Green Day has 
always remained my favorite band. 

Most recently Green Day released American 
Idiot, a punk-rock opera CD full of the bands 
original sound and power chords. With their 
new CD released, it was also time for a tour: 
The American Idiot Tour. 

On Nov. 6, I took a three-and-a-half-hour 
trip to Detroit, Michigan, to see the band for 
my third time. 

The show was sold out and full of young 
fans with memorabilia supporting the band. 
With my luck, of course our seats were 
horrible. Definitely nose bleed material. 

Once 7p.m. hit, the lights went down and 
opening band Sugarcult took the stage. 
As soon as the band started, my friend 
and I started seat hopping. We ended 
up with great seats to the left of the 
stage, lower level. 

After we settled in our new seats, 
we started watching the band. They 
were Okay, it was my second time 
seeing them. The only song that stood 
out to me was “Bouncing Off The 
Walls.” 

Shortly after Sugarcult’s quick set, 
another opening act, New Found 
Glory, took the stage. They were full 
of energy and played many tracks off of their 
CD, Catalyst. 

Intermission began and I was completely 
paranoid that someone was going to come and 
take our wonderful seats from us. But did they? 
Nope. 

The long awaited performance began. Lights 
went down, stage lights took the presence, 
sirens went off, and there they went. Green Day 
rushed to the stage playing their latest single 
“American Idiot.” 

It was incredible, “American Idiot” led into 
another new track, “Jesus Of Suburbia,” a nine- 


Check It Out 


sarahLEAVELL 


minute song consisting of small songs. 

The crowd was pumped and it amazed 
me how Billie Joe Armstrong, the lead 
singer, could get the crowd to do anything 
he says. If he said to chant and get louder, 
then everyone would do it. If he motioned 
everyone to stop screaming, everyone did 
it instantly. 

I was excited that Green Day still 
played a lot of their old songs, such as 
“Basketcase” and “Brainstew.” 

Around the middle of the set, the band 
played an Operation Ivy song “Knowl- 
edge.” During the song, the band did its 
usual ritual of pulling a drummer, a bass 
player, and a guitarist out of the crowd to 
start a band on stage and finish the song. 
The fans they chose did a great 
job playing together and the 
guitarist even got to keep 
Armstrong’s guitar. 

Later on, Armstrong came 
out with a crown on his head to 
perform “King For A Day” off 
of their former CD Nimrod. The 
song led a cover of “Shout,” by 
The Isley Brothers. It was 
hilarious and very well done. 

Sadly but surely, it had to 
end. Armstrong ended the show 
with a solo performance of 
“Good Riddance (Time Of Your Life).” 

To sum it up, the show was amazing. If 
you ever are given the chance to see Green 
Day, do it. It will be an experience you 
will never forget. 

Even though it was my third time and 
the show was basically the same as usual 
except for throwing in some new songs, I 
know for a fact I will go again. 

Bassist Mike Dirnt, drummer Tre Cool 
and Armstrong are all outstanding 
performers. They make sure you will leave 
satisfied. A 


‘\ 
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New artist 
confuses 
emotions 
with sound 


nickSTIEBER 


etting through the 12 tracks was 

a chore, I finally finished listen 

ing to debut artist Michael 
Tolcher’s new CD I Am, and let me tell 
you what a long journey it was. 

Tolcher uses an interesting blend of 
pop soul, R&B, and urban grooves in a 
series of songs that are personal to him. 

The album focuses on Tolcher’s 
experiences in life to attempt to create an 
album full of thoughtful music that his 
producers at Pop Rox records, in a recent 
interview, say other artists fear commit- 
ting to. 

This boldness of stepping out and 
doing something different didn’t appeal to 
me as a listener. 

The depressing lyrics accompanied by the 
upbeat bass rifts in Tolcher’s first track, 
“Mission Responsible,” really turned me 


Grudge 


keviINBARESIC 


he Ring was one of last years 

most popular horror films. If you 

haven’t seen the movie, it’s 
basically about a haunted tape that kills 
you with some sort of curse after seven 
days. 

The Grudge has an extremely similar 
plot. Only here, if you go into a certain 
house in Japan, where a husband killed his 
wife and son before committing suicide, 
you will be cursed until your own death. 

Karen (Sarah Michelle Gellar) is an 
American student that takes a temporary 
job of assisting an old sick lady in a dark 
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off to his style of music. 

Lines like “Be a 
father of no relation, be 
a symbol for procre- 
ation” in this particular 
song really confused me. 

The actual music 
sounded upbeat and 
happy but the words had 
a depressing feel. Are 
listeners supposed to get 
a good or 
bad vibe from this song? 

Tolcher is trying to be 
original, 
and that’s great. He 
should make 
the kind of music he 
wants, but at the same 
time it needs to make 
sense. 

The point is, if you’re 
writing 
a sad gloomy song, write it that way. It 
doesn’t sound right if there 
are happy melodies with seemingly 
negative lyrics. 

It’s nearly impossible in music to 
effectively mix the two ends of the mood 
spectrum. It just doesn’t work. This is 
precisely what I think Tolcher was trying 
to do. 

I applaud him for trying something 
new, but I didn’t care for the album much. 


Michael Tolcher’s debut song “Sooner or Later” can be 
heard on the new TV show life as we know it. Tolcher’s new 
CD is titled / Am. 


It’s just too original and out there for my 
taste. 

My prediction though is that Tolcher’s 
music will be widely played on the radio 
in the near future, just as his song “Sooner 
or Later,” is already being played as the 
theme song to the new show Life as we 
know it. If you like pop music in general, 
you will probably like J Am. J still 
recommend -something else. D+ 


lacks creativity 


and eerie home. As she walks around the 
house, she begins to get terrorized by a 
silent little boy and a ghostly woman. 

When Karen tries to seek out answers 
to some of the events that occurred in the 
house, she starts to get other people 
involved, such as her boyfriend Doug 
(Jason Behr). These people then start 
dying off in the same way as the family 
that first lived in the house. 

What Karen finds out disturbs her. It’s 
one of those situations where you are 
looking for answers but the movie makes 
you wait forever to figure them out. Hard 
to understand? I thought so myself. 

When characters enter the haunted 
house, they end up replaying the events 


that occurred to the home’s original 
family. 

In the end, the movie wasn’t half bad. 
The only reason I don’t think it’s among 
the best horror flicks is because it reminds 
me too much of The Ring. 

If you’ve seen The Ring you may 
remember the creepy looking lady that was 
on the video. The weird lady that stalks 
Karen looks exactly like that woman. 

It doesn’t make sense to take the same 
plot and use characters that look the same 
as those from another movie. 

I don’t think this movie is as great as 
critics made it sound. But if you’re looking 
for a Japanese remake of The Ring this is 
the movie for you. C- 
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25 Lowest cost of 
paperback school 


Co 


t of being a 
tudent 


staffEDITORIAL 


textbooks 


a0 


Lowest cost of hard 
cover school 
textbooks 


Photography class fee 


for two semesters 


135 


Personal trainer cost 


per Bruin girls 
basketball player 


42 
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Lowest tuition cost for 
one year of college in we are paying for are still an 


Indiana, not including important part of the high 


room and board 


G osts for school items that students 


need have become outrageous. 

A majority of the What’s Bruin? 

staff agrees that items cost too much. 

Book prices range $25-$100 for 

paperback textbooks, and hard cover 
textbook costs range from $40-$100. 

Educational taxes are paid to help 

buy books, however, students still 
book fees that taxes supposedly paid 
for. Taxes that go toward education 
should be used in areas in actual need. 
There are also elective 
classes, required projects 
and lunches. The regular 
price of a lunch is $1.45, 
and that price can be higher. 
In extra-curricular 
activities you have to pay 
for uniforms, clothing, and 
gear that is overpriced. On 
the speech team wearing a 
suit or a dress is required. 
In college you will be 
charged $4,212 at Indiana 
University Bloomington, or 
$24,704 at Harvard Univer- 
sity, every year. This is not 
including room and 
board, books, 
school supplies, 
and personal 
expenses. 

The staff agrees 
no matter how 
high expenses 

become, the things 


school experience. 


milhe 


ecor 


How much are 
you spending on 
semi-formal? 


$50, for 
our food 
and our 


-freshman tickets. 
Adrian Curry 


$95 of my 
parents 
money, 
for a tux, 


dinner and -sophomore Adan 
Garland 


a corsage. 


My dress 1: 
$40, plus 
my dinner. 
I’m being 
cheap this 


-senior Jenni 


Nicoski year. 


$100, for 
my dress, 
shoes, 
hair, tick- 
ets and 


-junior Sharae 


earrings. Basnight 
WB?--/~ Nov. 2004 


In the blink of an eye it will all be over 


\ Aan grow so much during high school, 
each year equals several years in any 
other time of your life. 

I believe by the end of middle school 
you are partially molded into who you are 
going to be for the next four years. 

From that point on, you just follow 
the path you have started. Some of your 
friends and interests may change along the 
way, but overall you stay the same person. 

In the eighth grade, you are on top. 
You tower over the younger students and 
the school is yours. 

That is, until you fall back to the 
bottom. 

Freshman year is a year of new 
beginnings. It’s scary but exhilarating to 
finally be one of the big kids you always 
looked up to. There are so many new 
people you’ve never met and different 
groups, that everyone usually finds at least 
one they fit into. You feel so old, yet 
everyone looks so big. 

And, of course, you get the occa- 
sional groans and blame of being such a 
freshman. 


Sophomore year is probably the most 
awkward year. You aren’t new at school, 
but you aren’t an upperclassman yet, 
either. The senior friends you made 
freshman year are gone, 
and they leave a gaping 
hole in your school life. 

Over the years, 
you'll get used to that. 

When everyone 
returns to school from 
summer break junior 
year, it’s a shock. This is 
the summer that 
everyone gets jobs and 
cars, and puberty really 
strikes. Teachers also 
are beginning to treat 
you with more respect, 
and you're beginning to 
figure out who you are as a person. 

When senior year rolls around, you 
feel like something is wrong. You struggle 
with a feeling that you can’t explain. 

In a way, you are happy being above 
others. You can’t wait to graduate, but you 


Soapbox 


sandy 
DUNWOODY 


are scared of the future. This is the 
culmination of all your hard work, and 
you're teetering on the edge of adulthood. 

I was recently approached by 
someone who [ had a falling-out with. 
They apologized for what had happened, 
and they wanted to start over. This 1s not 
the first time this has happened in my final 
year of high school. Everyone seems to be 
trying to make up for the way they treated 
me throughout the years. 

I think this is because by senior year, 
you realize how important it is to make 
connections. It’s a year of tying up loose 
ends. Soon, you are leaving forever, and 
you don’t want to look back on high 
school as four years of mistakes. 

For those of you that are not to this 
point yet, keep in mind that you need to 
talk to everyone. This includes people 
outside of your group, the people you 
wouldn’t normally associate with. 

You don’t want to find out that you 
don’t like who you’ ve become, and you 
don’t want to have any regrets when you 
leave the Northrop Bruins behind you. 


SAT, ACT unfair measures of intelligence 


he SAT and ACT may be two of the 
most important tests you'll ever take. 

After all, these two standardized tests 
partially determine your admittance into 
college and the scholarship money you 
receive. 

However, one lingering question 
remains. Why is so much of our future as 
students based around the scores on a 
single test? 

In essence, there are three key issues 
that undermine standardized testing as a 
whole. 

First, the tests are not aligned with 
school curricula. Secondly, the tests do not 
cover every academic area. And finally, 
there is no proven academic differences in 
students who take the standardized tests 
against those who do not. 

I sat down to take the ACT on Sept. 25 
to complete a special scholarship applica- 
tion that required the test. When I got to 
the math portion of the test, I had a 
difficult time solving several of the more 
complex trigonometry questions. I 
honestly had never been taught some of 
the material. 
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Thankfully, I am not the only person to 
notice this problem. According to a study 
by the University of California, high 
schools across the nation are failing to 
adequately teach SAT 
and ACT material 
within their core 
curriculum. 

In fact, Columbia 
University professor Jay 
Heubert argued against 
the tests in a cnn.com 
news article, “It doesn’t 
make sense education- 
ally to penalize students sig 
for not knowing what ms 
we haven’t taught 
them.” 

Further, I believe that the way these 
tests measure scholastic ability is far from 
fair. 

Take the SAT for example. On this test 
students are only measured on their 
English and math skills. It’s counterpart, 
the ACT, is much the same, only it has a 
“science” portion of interpretive questions 
requiring you to make inferences from a 


Perspective 


kyleELLIS 


series of graphs. 

When taking these two tests, you can 
essentially take every chemistry, biology, 
physics, history, government, or econom- 
ics class you’ ve ever had and throw it out 
the window. 

The College Board, author of the SAT, 
even admits that these tests do not 
measure knowledge, just aptitude. 

If a standardized test is going to be a 
measure of academic capability, it needs 
to cover every major academic area, not 
just the two most common. 

Finally, what might be the most 
compelling argument against these tests is 
that students who take them are not 
proven to be more intellectual than 
students who do not. 

A 20-year study at Bates College in 
Lewiston, Maine, has shown that the 
college graduation rates of students who 
have completed the SAT or ACT test only 
vary by one-tenth of one percent. 

Granted, most colleges and scholarship 
committees review other factors on top of 
test scores, however, these scores do not 
fully indicate what a student is capable of. 
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Have we lost what it 
means to be thankful? 


dianaNGUYEN 


D o you wake up each morning thinking how thankful you 
are for every breath you take? 

Most people wake up in the morning and think about what 
they don’t have or what they want. They’re not very grateful for 
what they already have. So it seems. 

I’m sure many of your parents have heard you say, “I need 
to go shopping. I need new shoes. I need more clothes.” 

I think the majority of our society has forgotten what it 
means to be thankful. People don’t really think about what they 
already have and take time to enjoy it. 

We have a greedy society. Even though we may have plenty 
of clothes and shoes, we still want more. 

People are always looking for something to complain about, 
and they always want something new after they just got 
something. 

We should be thankful by appreciating what we already 
have. Our society is not grateful because we are too busy 
getting caught up with things that we want. 

There are many other countries that aren’t as rich as ours. 
They can’t afford everything we have. I know that many people 
can’t picture living in a poor country, not having toilets and 
other things. Things could always be worse. 

Sometimes people forget to say thank you. Two simple 
words can make a difference: thank you. 

When it comes to gifts, they should be from the heart and it 
should mean a lot. It shows that the giver cares. It shouldn’t 
matter what the gift is because it’s from the heart. 

But, many people complain about what they get for Christ- 
mas or their birthday because it’s not 
exactly what they want. Where’s the 
thankfulness there? 

Yes, there are some who really are 
appreciative. Some are even nice enough 
to give what they have away to people in 
need. For example, clothing, food, and 
shelter. There are charity volunteers 
who pitch in to help the poor, as well 
as clothing and food drives. 

This Thanksgiving, people should 
show what they’re thankful for in 
genuine, meaningful ways. 

This could even include prayer. 
There’s always more room for this 
during the holidays. 

I think the more technological our 
society is, the less thankful people 
become. It doesn’t have to be that ad 
way. 

Plain and simple, people just don’t 
care as much anymore. 
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nickSTIEBER 


few years. back, my middle school held a Thanksgiving 

food drive. The goal was to help a few less fortunate 
families so they would be able to have a big Thanksgiving 
dinner. 

The food drive was a major success. There were boxes of 
non-perishable items literally piled up to the ceiling. Everyone 
pitched in to make sure adopted families had more than enough 
food for the upcoming holiday season.. 

After the items were collected and given to the families, the 
entire school gathered in the auditorium to hear the stories from 
the ambassadors who delivered the goods across town the 
previous day. 

They told us about a family who barely had anything, and 
how thankful they were to receive all the items our school 
collected. 

One parent told how happy she was that we actually came 
through for them, because without the food we brought them, 
their family would have had little or nothing to eat that holiday. 

With an example like this, how can one reasonably say that 
we are not thankful anymore? 

Many people today label others as ungateful. But how do 
they know? This may be a new concept, but you can be thankful 
without saying it. 

If the people judging others would actually go into the world 
outside their front door and reach out somehow, or just appreci- 
ate those who do, they would probably feel differently. 

Do you get on your knees and pray every time you take a 
drink of water or a bite of food? If not, it doesn’t mean you’re 

not thankful. You don’t 
always have to 
outwardly show 
your apprecia- 
tion for the 
things you 
have. You can 
realize that 
there are less 
fortunate 
people in the 
world without 
having to say it 
out loud. 
Granted, there are 
a few people who don’t 
care about anything. But 
for the most part, people 
are just as thankful as 
they have ever been, 
today and on countless 
Thanksgivings in the past. 
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We are currently 
seeking advertisers for 
the remainder of the 
school year 


IF INTERESTED, PLEASE CALL 
467-2370 or visit D111 
TO INQUIRE ABOUT OUR RATES 


HAIR GALLERY 
FAMILY HAIR CARE CENTER 


9833 COLDWATER ROAD 
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 46825 
(260) 489-1372 


$2 off haircuts $4 off perms 
$4 off colors 


Expires February 2005 


‘ wie he Tok, Sr 


“We Are A Full Service Florist” 

WHITE SWAN PLAZA 9119 LIMA ROAD 
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 46818 
PHONE (260) 489-9626 
(260) 489-6682 


LIMA ROAD DENTISTRY 
Hal Atkinson, DDS + Angie King, DDS 
Gentle Family Dentistry & Orthodontics 


9005 LIMA ROAD 
Fort Wayne, IN 46818 


489-4090 


. WwW.Webabychickens.com 


ley, 
10 Regular Sessions $20 pean Bulbs! 
| 


Malibu Tanning 
492-0477 


Maplewood Plaza 
Stellhorn & Maplecrest 


... home of the Turbo Bed 


POSTNET 


CREATE - DUPLICATE ¢ DELIVER 


Must Bring Coupon 


15% off personalized calendars 
Great Gift Idea 
Expires Dec. 31, 2004 


Coldwater Crossing 
5525A Coldwater Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 


483-3727 
Fax: 483-2429 


One university. 
Two great names. 


Assistance is available to 
any student who needs it. 


Aleshia Panbamrung 

Assistant Director of Admissions, 
Multicultural Recruitment 
260-481-6812 
panbamra@ipfw.edu 
www.ipfw.edu 


INDIANA UNIVERSITY—-PURDUE UNIVERSITY FORT WAYNE 


Things 
In Time Corners ' 
< & behind Georsetown® 


Nail pom 


Complete Nail Care Salon 
519 Coliseum Blvd. 


483-3793 


$2 Off Full Set With 
This Ad 


Expires: December 31, 2004 


SPIRIT 


Advanced Chiropractic 
Health and Wellness Center 


MIND 


DR. DAVID A. VARGAS 


Holistic Health Care for a Happier and Healthier Life 


Already seeing many Bruin patients 
Come in for a free consultation 
3621 Lake Avenue 
260-422-9580 


Fort Wayne, IN 46805 
http://www.fortwaynehealth.com 


Acupuncture 
Nutrition 
Vitamins/Herbs 
Gentle Techniques 


Pine Ridge wishes the Bruins 
Good Luck! 


PINE 
RIDGE 


RACQUET CLUB 


Pine Ridge Racquet Club 


12124 Lima Rd. 
Fort Wayne, IN 46818 
Phone: 260-637-1551 

Fax: 260-637-1554 


All work is done by students 
and supervised by licensed 
instructors 


Bring in this ad 
and get 10% off up-dos and nails for 
semi-formal dance 
We give $500 scholarships to any 
graduating student for cosmetology 
5317 Coldwater Rd. 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46825 


483-2466 
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— CYBERDEME 


il supe son a 


5 Coldwater Rd. 


Buy one ride 
for $5 


Get one 


.-- AND OTHER FUN STUFF! 


Monday 


turscey | GET N THE RACE 


offer expires 
June 18, 2005 S 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


unday - Thursda 114m To 10PmM 
Friday and Saturda 11AmM To 1AM 


5015 Speepway Dr. _ 12-ft. Video Screen 
Electric Darts Daring and difficult! 
Fr. Wayne, IN 46825 
le ’ Video Games Use the brakes or lose the race! 
Ping-Pong Challenge this indoor road course 
Phone: 483-9968 shack Bar Great music and a night club atmosphere 


Billiards 
Fax: 471-7761 New race track in Ft. Wayne on the north end of 


Speedway Drive, in the Rhino truck-lining building 
Sorry, No Open-ToeD SHoESs On Go-KartTs The only one of its kind in the entire state of Indiana 


Junior Sarah Badenhop listens to junior Phillip Blaine perform on the piano 
during the third annual coffee h6use on Dec. 3 in the auditorium. This was one 
of Northropis holiday charity events to help a former student and her child. 
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address issues affecting Northrop. 


Editorial views reflected are solely -senior Archana Narang, on the recent holiday coffee house 
the opinions of said writers. 


Letters to the editor MUST include k 2 
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be published anonymously. (news p5) 
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“People are just so excited that school is finally over that they don’t realize that everyone 
else is excited to get home too,” said junior Ashley Minyard, recently involved in a 


Northrop student parking lot accident. 


Student parking lot a problem 


ZACNNORRIS 


t’s 2:35 p.m. and the bell just rang. 

Hundreds of Bruins run to their 

lockers and then to their cars to 
leave school, keys swinging around their 
fingers, saying goodbye to friends on the 
fly. But with students in a hurry to get out 
of school and continue with 
their personal lives, some 
take unnecessary risks 
when leaving so they can 
finish their homework, go 
out to have fun or just rest 
peacefully. 

Unfortunately this year 
junior Ashley Minyard’s 
car was hit by another car, 
in the process of leaving the 
parking lot. Just one of a growing number 
of accidents this year in the Northrop 
student lot. 

“We were backing out of the parking 
space when a vehicle clipped the back of 
our car,” said Minyard. 

Even though there was not a great deal 
of damage, except for some scratches and 
dents, the accident should have never 


4 / News 


happened at all. 

“It was nobody’s fault. People are just 
so excited that school is finally over that 
they don’t realize that everyone else is 
excited to get home too. And with all the 
chaos, the parking lot is a dangerous place 
to be in,” said Minyard. 

What is the answer then to the problem 


People drive too fast and they cut 
across the parking lot, and that’s 


when the accidents happen. 
-officer John Greenlee 


of unsafe Bruin drivers, when they’ re 
behind the wheel? 

“If people would just take their time 
before going out to their cars, the parking 
lot would be empty and safer for students 
to back out and leave,” said Minyard. 

“ One solution is having everyone face 
the building so that it would be easier to 
just pull out and go left or right,” said 


assistant principal David West. 

Another possibility is to limit driving 
privileges so that there are rules to follow 
such as only allowing older classmen to 
drive. Also the grade point average, 
students behavior, and attendance records 
of students could be looked at. 

“What many students don’t realize is 
that in the school 
parking lot, any acci- 
dents that occur are the 
driver’s personal 
problem. They alone 
have to deal with their 
insurance company,” 
said West. 

So for this year, there 
is an average of one 
accident with major 
damages every month. 

“The parking lot is just as dangerous as 
driving down a crowded street,” said 
West. 

Because of this reality, the responsibil- 
ity is laid solely on the driver’s abilities. 

“Tf the drivers would just be more 
careful and aware, there would probably 
be less accidents,” said West. 
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The holiday’ cotiee hoe e 


featured several musical: ' 1 
talents including junior Phillip’ i 


the piano. Money 


y mameigine on 


de during the event was 


donated towards Allie Neff’s 
(betow) cagcer treatments. 


jessica pontius 


‘99 Northrop grad Keri Neff 
receives donations for her baby 
with a rare form of cancer 


Giving the gift of life 


santannaRAMSEY 


by this year’s Christmas charity events, 
including the annual penny pitch, 
donated to the Neff family. 

The penny pitch campaign is a class 
activity in which pennies count for your 
class and silver money and dollars 
count against your class. 

The talent show is for staff members 
and students at NHS. The talent show 
will be on Dec. 15 in the auditorium. 

A portion of the money that the 
school raises will go toward Allie’s 
treatments. Allie needs chemotherapy, 
radiation treatments, a bone marrow 
transplant and a stem cell transplant. 

Later Allie’s parents hope to go to 
New York so Allie can be part of a new 
experimental treatment. 

(Because this treatment in New 
York is experimental the Neff’s 
insurance will not pay for any of it.) 

“We decided to help mainly because 
she was a Northrop grad and it’s a 
dramatic cause for help,” said Narang. 


euroblastoma. Not a lot of 
people have heard of this 
disease but it is a rare, aggres- 
sive form of childhood cancer that starts in 
the adrenal gland and quickly spreads to 
other parts of the body. 

Unfortunately, 2-year- old Allie Neff, 
daughter of °99 Northrop graduate Keri 
Neff, had to be diagnosed with this 
horrible illness for the reality to hit home. 

“When I found out I was very sad, 
devastated and iffy on whether she was 
going to live,” said spanish teacher Jill 
Cross. 

Neff recently contacted Cross who 
presented her situation to student council 
and other Northrop fundraising groups this 
Christmas. 

“They (the Neff family) had no idea I 
presented it,” said Cross. 

Student council then took it into its 
own hands and decided that money raised 


I felt really sad for the family...to hear about 
someone so young to go through so much. 
-senior council president Archana Narang 
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Coffee house, a 
great hit giving 
back to charity 
saranLEAVELL 


ight is falling on the couches 

and chairs set around the 
auditorium stage. A piano is set in 
the middle of it all with people conversing 
and Christmas decorations adding to the 
setting. 

On Friday, Dec. 3, student council held 
their third annual coffee house. 

“Watching people perform their talents 
and hanging out with friends while 
enjoying a cup of coffee,” is student 
council president senior Archana Narang’s 
favorite part of the coffee house. 

To get into the coffee house, students 
were to bring in non-perishable food items 
and in order to raise money, coffee, 
smoothies, and little debbie snacks were 
offered. 

The money raised will go to student 
council’s Christmas charities, the Salva- 
tion Army, and their Christmas family. 

Performers included junior Kendall 
Isadore who played songs on the violin, 
and Phillip Blaine who played the piano. 
Freshman Jeremy DeMond danced, and 
advanced theater arts three and four all 
performed as well. Senior brothers 
Brandon and Broc Walter, and sophomore 
Drake Wilbanks all played guitars. 


Bruins hang out at the third annual coffee 
house on Dec. 3, held by student council. 
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Semiformal adds karaoke, 
over 400 attend 


Yonojey| 


Junior Jordanne Tennant and senior Ashly Roth 
sing karaoke at the IPFW ballroom for semiformal 2004. 


Erendrake now collecting 
submissions 


Erendrake, Northrop’s literary magazine, is currently collecting 
submissions from all students. 

The magazine is run by main sponsors and English teachers Terry 
Springer and Deb Brabander along with art teacher Annette Leeuw. 
The staff already has more people this year. Editor this year is junior 
Megan Danalds with magazine page designe, junior Ariel Case. 

Students are encouraged to submit original works to their English 
teachers who have submission forms. Look for fliers posted around 
the school for more information. Submissions may include poetry, 
short stories, essays, photos and art. 

All students are strongly encouraged to submit for Erendrake 
scheduled to arrive in the spring. 


$500 raised for UNICEF 


Key Club recently wrapped up a successful fundraiser for 
UNICEF. They raised around $500 for UNICEF. Key Club also made 
$144 in profit from their recent sucker sales. 

The group is also getting ready for another fundraiser called “A 
Dash for Cash.” This event will be held during a basketball game, 
where people will donate money to place in the middle of the 
gymnasium. People will then run down and grab as much money as 
they can, said junior treasurer Megan Danalds. 

“Key Club is dedicated to serving the community and is working 
very hard to do so,” said Danalds. 
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National Honor Society 
raises over $600 for 
Christmas family 


The National Honors Society does not lack Christmas 
spirit. 

They have raised $600 for two families they are 
sponsoring this Christmas. They will give them a grocery 
certificate for their Christmas dinner, and a $100 check 
to The Circle, the organization holding this activity. 

They also participated recently in the Children’s Fall 
Festival in cooperation with the local army reserve. 

“The organization is becoming more and more 
active,” said club sponsor Judy Sculley. 

On Dec. 11, the group helped with Parent’s Day Out 
at Bethel United Methodist Church. This allowed parents 
to bring children, ages infant to 12, to be given free time 
during the holiday season. Student volunteers played 
with the children from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Junior officers Kendall Isadore and Mike Spillner also 
were recently elected and are now in charge of commu- 
nity service hours for all juniors. 


Speech team hosts 
large home meet 


The Northrop speech team is working hard on 
polishing their speeches and working on their speaking 
skills. The team is also working on perfecting the 
structure of their speeches. 

“Individually we want to do the best we can. 
Trophies and ribbons are just extra. We want them to 
become better communicators,” said head coach Linc 
Record. 

On Saturday, Dec. 4, the speech team also hosted 
their home meet, an event as large as the state speech 
finals. The team’s most recent meet was held at 
Logansport High School on Dec. 11. 


CALM wraps up holiday 
basket fundraiser 


CALM is wrapping up its holiday fundraising selling 
fruit and nut baskets. 

This fundraiser was a joint effort between Northrop, 
Shawnee and Jefferson. 

Each school chose a family in need for the school’s 
Christmas family this year. Groups and clubs can also 
contribute money to help. 

“The money raised from our fundraiser will go to the 
(selected) needy families from each school,” said sponsor 
Earl Robinson. 
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Sophomore 
Samantha 
Tyner 


Shops visited: 
Hollister 
The Disney Store 
Bath & Body 
Works 
The Buckle 
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He shops, she shops: 
Bruins hit Glenbrook 
mall for the holidays 


jessica lanning 
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Junior 
Evan 
Riley 


Shops visited: 
Women’s Foot 
Locker 
Yankee Candle 
Sam Goody 
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Clothing is often a sure fit 
as Christmas gifts. Here, 
sophomore Samantha 
Tyner looks for faded jeans 
at: Hollister Clothing Com- 
pany in Glenbrook Mall. 
“This would fit one of my 
friends perfectly,” she said. 
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Sophomore 
Samantha Tyner 


kevinBARESIC 


ophomore Samantha Tyner 

walked down the freshly deco- 

rated halls of Glenbrook mall on 
her Thanksgiving weekend in search of 
the perfect Christmas gifts for her friends 
and family. 

“Where should I go first?” Tyner asks 
her friend and shopping buddy for the day. 

All of the stores were packed with 
eager shoppers savagely trying to get their 
Christmas gifts that went on sale. 

Tyner took her time going through each 
store. She was more interested on this 
rainy day of gathering gift ideas. 

She stopped in front of Hollister 
Clothing Company and turned to her 
friend tagging along. 

“Hey, let’s go to Hollister,” said Tyner. 

She walked down the tight rows of 
clothes, squeezing past other shoppers, 
looking at prices and sizes that would fit 
those she was shopping for. 

She pulled out a pair of jeans that had 
holes and some faded areas, 

“These would fit one of my friends 
perfectly, don’t you think?” she asked her 
friend. 

It seemed that as Tyner shopped at 
clothing stores like Hollister, The Buckle 
or Guess, her shopping buddy took on 
even more importance. No decision was 
made without a second opinion. 

Down the halls Tyner walked, looking 
for more stores where she could get a gift 


shopping habits 


m usually 


less time 


usually 
less browsing 


usually less 
buck$ 


shopping habits 


usually 
more time 


usually 
more browsing 


usually 
more buck$ 


for her baby nephew. She rounded the corner. Suddenly there it was: The Disney Store. 


She wasted no time rushing into the store filled with little children yelling, “Mommy! 


Mommy! I want this!” 


Tyner became a kid herself, “Hey, it’s Nemo, I should get this for my baby 


nephew, she exclaimed. 


After excitedly adding Nemo to her list, Tyner walked by a golf store next. 

“Yeah, I usually get my dad something from a golf store.” 

As she continued walking Tyner saw the Bath & Body Works and made her way 
through the jolly shoppers. She first tried out the sample lotions of course. 

“Angel food cake (scent). My mom would like some of these lotions,” said Tyner. 

As she walked to an exit from the mall, Tyner seemed satisfied with what she had 
accomplished and believed her list was full for everyone she needed to shop for. 

“T go to as many stores and spend as much money as I need to make sure I have a 


gift for everyone on my list,”’she said. 


Some may think girls spend way too many hours trying to find gifts for Christmas, 
but Tyner took an hour and a half to figure out what she was getting this year. 
She was now set. List done, now all she had to do was buy everything on another 


day. 
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So many choices: 
Junior Evan Riley 
looks through stacks of 
CDs at Sam Goody 
music and video store 
to buy gifts for Christ- 
mas. “This year I’m 
spending a little more 
money on Christmas 
because | have to buy 
for my girlfriend,” said 
Riley. 
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Junior 
Evan 
Riley 


This year 
I’m 
spending 
a little 
more 
money on 
Christmas 
because I 
have to 
buy for 
my 
girlfriend. 
-junior Evan Riley 
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oking around with his friend and saying they 
should try to get into the blue giveaway car 
sitting in the middle of Glenbrook mall was 
junior Evan Riley. He was Christmas shopping. 

For Riley, his shopping experience was short-lived 
and aside from his jokes and other funny moments, 
and he didn’t take time to shop and look for things the 
way some may think he should at Christmas time. He 
wanted to get in and get out as fast as possible. 

“T don’t go out wondering what to buy. I know 
what I’m going to buy,” said Riley, of his approach to 
the biggest shopping holiday of the year. 

The main person he was shopping for today was 
his girlfriend. He had no problem spending $110 at 
Women’s Foot Locker on her. A brand new pair of 
Nike Shox were the perfect gift. 

“This year I’m spending a little more money on 
Christmas because I have to buy for my girlfriend,” 
said Riley. 

For his and his girlfriends parents, he went to 
Yankee Candle to buy a candle for each of them. He 
didn’t spend long, except for the smelling of the 
candles to find the perfect one, actually two: Christ- 
mas cookie and spiced pumpkin. 

After Yankee Candle, Riley headed to Sam Goody 
music and video store to find a CD for his little 
brother Nathan. He ended up buying the newest John 
Mayer CD for him. That pretty much did it for Riley’s 
Christmas shopping. He was good. He was finished. 

In all, Riley only spent an hour at the mall trying to 
buy the things he was looking for. He said he didn’t 
worry too much about the specific items he bought 
because before he went, he asked the people he would 
be shopping for what they wanted. This gave him 
enough to go on. 

Riley figured out how much he would need, where 
he was going and what he was getting, all before he 
even walked out the door. 
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Construction 
Cone 


10. Money 


-source: survey of 100 Bruins, 
50 guys and 50 girls 
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Bruin guards making names for themselves 


Lange named top area guard 


A Beck a rumbling from the crowd. On the court you 
could only hear the squeak of sneakers on the Northrop 
gym floor and the thud of a ball. 

Senior John Lange, point guard for the boys’ basketball 
team, was recently called a top area guard by The News 
Sentinel and Prep Sports. In the SAC last season, he also led 
with 4.4 assists per game. 


WB? What’s the hardest part about playing basketball? 

JL You have to be quick with every decision, because 
anything can happen on the court. 

WB? Describe your favorite memory from basketball. 

JL That would be winning sectionals (last season). Northrop 
hasn’t done that in a while, and it was fun. 

WB? Who is your idol 
and why do you look 
up to them? 

JL My idol would 
either be Allen Iverson 
or Chris Thomas. 
Iverson because he 
makes the game fun to 
watch; Thomas, 
because he plays the 
same position as me 
and the way he plays 
the game. 

WB? What’s the best 
part about playing 
basketball? 

JL Winning is great. 
The game itself is 
awesome, and you get 
a great feeling when 
you're playing. 

WB? Do you see 
yourself playing 
basketball in the 
future? 

JL Hopefully Pll go 
to college ona 
basketball scholarship, 
probably to Indiana 
Tech or Northern 
Arizona. 

WB? What assets do 
you bring to your 
team? 

JL Id like to think I 
bring leadership and a 
will to win. I'd like to 
help make the team 
better. 


Senior John Lange was recently 
named top area guard by The 
News Sentinel and Prep Sports. 
Currently the Bruins are 2-1. 
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Lee back from Texas to lead Lady Bruins 


S enior Tricia 
Lee is back 
and is the point 
guard for 
Northrop’s girls’ 
basketball team 
has a current 
record of 5-0. 

Lee played prep 
ball last season in 
Texas, but now 
returned, 
Northrop’s SAC 
hopes are greatly 
enhanced espe- 
cially in the back 
court. 


WB? What’s the 
hardest part about 
playing basketball? 
TL The condition- 
ing is the hardest 
part, because I 
don’t like doing it. 
There is way too 
much running. 
WB? Describe 
your favorite 
memory from 
basketball. 

TL My favorite 
memory 1s when 
we won regionals 
in my freshman 
year and then we 
went to semistate. It was a very exciting time because it was a very 
close game. 

WB? Who’s your idol and why do you look up to them? 

TL My personal idols are my mom and dad, because they have 
always been there for me. My basketball idol is Michael Jordan 
because he is a great player all-around. 

WB? What’s the best part of playing basketball? 

TL The best part is being able to play it with my friends. We have 
been playing basketball with each other since we were in the fifth 
grade. 

WB? Do you see yourself playing basketball in the future? 

TL Yes, I have a full-ride scholarship to the University of North 
Texas, so I’m going to play basketball there after high school. 
WB? What assets do you bring to your team? 

TL | think that I bring speed and defense to the team. I also have a 
good outlook on the floor. 


dwayne self_ 
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No excuse for 
unsportsman- 
like conduct 


1 beer cup flew hitting star NBA 
player Ron Artest of the Indiana 
Pacers. Artest charged at the beer flinging 
Detroit Pistons fan and an all out brawl 
broke loose. 

Not only Artest but other players 
joined in too. In the end Pacer Stephen 
Jackson was suspended for 30 games, 
Jermaine O’ Neil 
for 25 games, and 
Reggie Miller for 
one game. Pistons 
player Ben 
Wallace was also 
suspended for six 
games and 
Chauncey Billups 
for one. And of 


Lines 


Sid 


telysha 


RICHARDSON course, Artest for 
the rest of the 
season. 


By now everyone should be familiar 
with the incident that happened at a Nov. 
Pacers vs. Pistons game. This game 
exemplified a serious lack of sportsman- 
ship and no respect for the game of 
basketball. 

Personally, I think that it’s ridiculous. 
And no, I’m not talking about the 
suspensions they received. 

These are professional athletes, the 
best of the best from all over, and they are 
fighting fans. This shows a lack of respect 
and no sportsmanship whatsoever. 

Here at Northrop, we have high 
expectations of sportsmanship for players 
and fans. 

We still have those few fans and 
players that could show better sportsman- 
ship. 

Half the time it’s not the students. It’s 
parents. There are those few parents who 
take it to the next level, yelling at their kid 
in the middle of the game or at a referee 
for a bad call. 

Maybe it was a bad call, just let it go 
and wait for the game to play out. It 
usually works out in the end. 

We have a tradition of sportsmanship 
here at Northrop that most schools don’t. 
Let’s keep it that way. 
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Hockey checks Carroll: 
a view from the stands 


samanthaGOLDSBERRY 


W ith the drop of the puck, bodies crashed and sticks flew in a high-powered 
matchup between the Northrop hockey team and the Carroll Chargers. 

Even though the Bruins have less experience this season, after the loss of 12 
seniors, they still have some talent including senior Mike Somers and sophomore 
Corey Erdly just to name a few. 

“Tt will be hard 
to reform the team 
because we don’t 
have as much 
experience as last 
year,” said Erdly. 

The sound of ice 
scraping was 
suddenly met with a 
penalty whistle. 
Somers squared off 
with his Carroll 
Opponent as the 
puck was reset. 

Northrop goalie 
Tommy Shears 
made an amazing 
save. The first quarter ended and players skated to their bench for a pep talk by head 
coach Dave Rogers. 

“It’s a game where you think fast. You have to give 150 percent,” said Rogers. 

Back for the second quarter, no. 22 for the Bruins banged into the wall after a 
ferocious battle for the puck. The score was 2-1 Northrop with 12:49 left to go. 

This season, the Bruins are working toward a three-peat of the city championship. 
They have some tough competition in front of them to accomplish this, said Rogers. A 
return to the state finals championship game is also a top goal. 

Shears made another save. You could hear the remarks from the crowd. 

“He’s on fire tonight!” they cheered. Shears saved goal after goal. 

As the clock wound down, Carroll bounced back to tie, 2-2. The Bruins returned 
with fierceness. Somers and two others banged the boards in front of the bleachers. 
Their determination was visible. 

As the buzzer for the second quarter sounded, the players headed to the locker 
room. Some Carroll players congratulated Shears on his spectacular goalkeeping. 

The third and final quarter began and Somers started off, blocking an opponent to 
the ground and gaining control of the puck. Shears laid down to protect the Northrop 
net. Both sides pushed for the puck. 

With defeat almost certain for either team, the clock ran down, the players kept the 
fight, but it was Carroll with the sudden winning goal. The scoreboard blazed a final 
score of 3-2. A tough loss for the Bruins, but they never gave up. 


The Northrop hockey team wants a city championship three- 
peat this season. Here, the Bruins take on Snider in a recent 
matchup at McMillen Ice Arena. 


kendall church 


It’s a game where you have to 
think fast. 


-head hockey coach Dave Rogers 
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Day top SAC volleyball coach 


Northrop’s head volleyball coach Neil Day was 
recently selected by The Journal Gazette as the 
SAC’s top area volleyball coach. Day led the 
volleyball team to a sectional title, a class 4A 
regional runner-up finish, and a 29-9 record. 

“I was surprised. People thought I was going to 
get this award for a long time, but I was more 
worried about the team as a whole,” said Day. 

Day added that even though this award was for 
an individual, he would have never received it without the dedication 
and support of fans, parents and area athletic directors. 


Neil Day 


Undefeated 
seniors lead 
wrestling 


Boys’ 
basketball 
begins 
season 
with 2-1 
record 


Although some may have 
been unsure of the boys’ 
basketball team, having lost 
several key players last 
season, the boys currently 
have a 2-1 winning record. 

The two wins came against 
East Noble and Carroll. 

“So far the boys have had 
a really positive attitude and 
they’ ve been working really 
hard,” said head coach Greg 
Peden. 

The next game is this 
Friday, Dec. 17, at Elmhurst. 

Next home game is Dec. 
21 against Bellmont. 


The wrestling team is on its way to 
having a terrific season. After defeat- 
ing North Side last week, the wrestling 
team went to the New Castle invita- 
tional where it went 3-2. (Last year at 
the New Castle invitational, the Bruins 
went 0-5.) Currently, the Bruins 
overall record is 4-2. 

“We are doing very well so far, but 
there is always room for improve- 
ment,” said head coach Andy Shipe. 

The wrestling team has many 
individuals who are expected to have 
outstanding seasons, including two 
undefeated seniors Justin Shank and 
Jeremiah Clements. 

“My goal is to do well at confer- 
ence and finish better than last year, 
and hopefully win the SAC,” said 
Shipe. 


Boys’ 
bowling 


Girls’ swim and dive 
optimistic; Ketcham 
at helm 


The beginning of the girls’ swim and dive season 
has been filled with huge upsets, losing to Marion, 
Carroll, Dekalb and Adams Central. 

Despite the disappointments of losing their first 
series of meets, new head coach Lisa Ketcham said she 
and her group reamain optimistic. 

“They are definitely working hard,” said Ketcham. 
“They’ ve had some tough competition and the team is 
smaller than normal. That’s part of the reason.” 

Ketcham added that the team’s main goal is to get 
Northrop swimmers to enter in more events while also 
improving sill level in the different strokes required. 

Top Northrop swimmers this year include sopho- 
more Amanda Griffith, junior Aubrey Beeson, and 
freshmen Audrey Burman and Leah Smith. All are 
expected to step up and meet the challenges presented 
to them, said Ketcham. 


Boys’ swim and dive 
bigger, starts 2-1 


The boys’ swim and dive team has started off its 
season with a current record of 2-1. 

However, the team is having to adjust to sharing 
time with head coach Lisa Ketcham, who is now in 
charge of the girls’ program as well. 

Most swim competitions are held on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at the Helen P. Brown Natatorium, 
located at the South Side High School campus. 

Sophomore Dustin Faurote said the 12 people on 
the team this year is larger compared to last year’s 
eight swimmers. 

“We may not be the best team, but we are 
improving and becoming really close,” said Faurote. 
Today, Dec. 16, the Bruins will be competing 

against East Noble. 


S72 

The boys’ bowling team has 
shown a lot of strength early in its 
season. 

Sophomore Cody Greenawalt 
said that with each match the team 
continues to improve. 

Today, Dec. 16, the boys will 
travel to Key Lanes to hopefully 
improve their current 3-2 record as 
they take on Concordia. 
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Girls’ basketball on the rise 


The girls’ basketball team started off the season strong, with an 
undefeated record of 6-0 as of Dec.8. 

Beating Warsaw, one of their toughest area competitors, was one of 
their biggest accomplishments so far this season. 

“The girls have really come out ready to devote their time and talent 
to improving their overall game,” said head coach Greg Rahrer. 

Some of the team’s goals include winning the SAC and becoming 
the champions of the holiday tournament, which will take place on Dec. 
28-30 at the Memorial Coliseum. 

“This team has a lot of ability to take their talent all the way to the 
top,” said Rahrer. 
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courtesy of entertainment weekly 


The O.C. makes television drama fun 


ast year, FOX introduced a new 
dramatic show to television, 
Orange County, titled The O.C. 

This fall the show began its second 
season. For those who saw the season 
finale of the first season, it was intense. 

After a few months and a long wait for 
fans, the premiere of the new season 
almost fixed every problem left behind. 

Personally, I think the show is like 
another Beverly Hills 90210 just in a 
different setting. 

In the first episode, Ryan Atwood (Ben 
McKenzie) and Seth Cohen (Adam Brody) 
both came home at the end of the summer 
after Ryan’s girlfriend lied to him and told 
her that she had a miscarriage. 

Yes, some suggestive subjects come up 
in the show, but come on, it’s reality. 
Some parents and adults might not like it, 
but many (maybe not all) teenagers 
experience alcohol problems, depression, 
pregnancy and breakups. What would a 
teenager’s life be without such problems? 

The only problem I have with the show 
is that the actors all look like they’re in 
their mid 20’s and they’re playing 17-18 
year olds. 

In the second episode, Marissa Cooper 
(Mischa Barton) and Ryan try to get back 
together, but Marissa ruins it when she is 
caught making out with the pool boy, who 
she was in a relationship with over the 
summer. 

The situation caused more drama on the 
show, exactly what viewers enjoy. It isn’t 
something students at Northrop can relate 
to. At the same time, we’re in Ft. Wayne, 
not a rich community in California. 

The third episode of the season 
introduced a new club called The Bate 


The O.C. 
deals with 
relation- 
ships and 
family 
problems in 
* Orange 

_ County, 
California. 
The hit 
show airs 
Thursdays 
at 8 p.m. 
on FOX. 
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Shop. With the club being added to the 
show, it allows upcoming bands to 
perform on TV. On this episode, alterna- 
tive band, The 
Walkmen performed. 
Seth decided he 
would get a job at the 
club, cleaning toilets 
and floors in order to 
get tickets for Summer 
Roberts (Rachel 
Bilson). He tried to get 
her back,but ruined it 
by trying to move the 
relationshiop too fast. 
The fourth episode 
was huge, another alternative band The 
Killers played at The Bate Shop and Ryan 


Check It Out 
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and Seth set up a double date there. 

Marissa and Summer ran into their ex- 
boyfriends at the club with their dates. It 
went over well, surprisingly. In the end, 
Seth ended up with Ryan’s date and Ryan 
ended up with Seth’s date. 

To me, I think it’s weird seeing the 
couples split up and hooking up with other 
people. But then again, it is a TV show 
and if the producers want to keep the show 
running, then they have to mix it up a 
little. 

I think the show is great, and I enjoy 
spending every Thursday night at 8 p.m. 
with my mom and sister watching the 
show and seeing what will happen next. 


A 


Polar Express brilliant yet unrealistic 


arielCASE 


nacold and snowy Christmas 

Eve, a young boy lies 

awake in his bed waiting for 
the sound of Santa’s sleigh. 

All of a sudden his house begins to 
shake and he hears a roaring noise only 
to peer out his foggy window and see a 
glimmering steam train in front of his 
house. 

The boy runs out to the train and has 
to make the decision of whether or not to 
get aboard. 

This story of a boy who has lost his 
belief in Santa Claus is told in the 
holiday movie The Polar Express 
directed by Robert Zemeckis. 

Five minutes before midnight this 
young boy chooses to hop on a steam 
train that carries disbelieving children to 
the North Pole. 

Throughout his journey on the train, 
the young boy meets new people and 
embarks on a journey of discovery and 
belief in Santa. 

This holiday movie has also been the 
guinea pig for a new type of animation 
by CGI animators. 

For the new animation,Tom Hanks 


had to cover his face with reflective dots 
to portray five different characters 
including the conductor, the hero boy 
and his father, Santa, and a hobo. 

These computer generated images 
were meant to reflect the illustrations in 
the Caldecott Medal winning children’s 
book by Chris Van Allsburg. 

The characters also reflected Hanks in 
his many different movies. For example, 
the hobo on the train resembles Hanks in 
Cast Away and the conductor resembles 
him in The Green Mile. 

The animation of scenery and still 
objects for the most part looked very 
realistic. This animated movie looked 
very different from most animated 
movies. 

However, the human characters 
looked doll-like and unrealistic. The eyes 
of the characters looked too glossy and 
almost spooky, like Chucky on Child’s 
Play. 

Also, the lips on the characters moved 
unrealistically, not completely matching 
the voices. 

Even though some of the human 
animation lacked believability, overall it 
was still a brilliant effort in CGI anima- 
tion and will bring out the Christmas 
spirit in every one. B 
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Destiny’s Child makes hit 
with comeback album 


dianaNGUYEN 


elling 40 million copies all to 

gether, and debuting 

on the charts at no. 2, according 
to the Billboard charts, Destiny’s Child 


LES TINaS Gril 
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Destiny’s Child is back after a break 
with their new album Destiny Fulfilled. 


Fricker’s top sports 
dining for all ages 


kevinBARESIC 


alk into Fricker’s and 

notice the familiar signs of 

a sports restaurant. TVs 
showing athletic events, framed pictures 
of all-stars and other sport knick- 
knacks. 

Fricker’s is a very family-friendly 
sports restaurant. There was a large 
group of warm welcoming hostesses 
ready to get customers seated as soon as 
possible. 

If customers have to wait, Fricker’s 
has them covered. There are TVs inside 
and outside on the walls. Teens, kids, 
and adults young at heart, can make 
their way to an arcade filled with sports 
and other arcade games to help pass the 
time while waiting. 

Fricker’s has been compared to 
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is the best-selling female group in the 
world right now. 

Listening to Destiny’s Child’s new CD, 
Destiny Fulfilled, their recent comeback 
album, it made me relaxed and bounce to 
the music. It made me forget about all my 
troubles and it put me in a good mood. 

I can’t pick a favorite song from the CD 
because to me, they’re all good. 

The first two songs, “Lose My Breath” 
and “Soldier” are very upbeat and it got 
me dancing and moving to the music. 

“Lose my breath” is the trio’s first 
single for their new CD. It has heavy 
percussive rhythms and a marching-band 
beat that can get anyone moving in no 
time. 

“Soldier” is a hot track about “gansta 
love” (a term used today to describe inner- 
city relationships). “If his status ain’t 


Hooters, for their menu 
selections and sports décor, 
(but the waitresses are more 
clothed at Fricker’s). 

The wait for food is hardly 
existent. The waitresses are on 
their toes getting around to every table to 
get orders and make sure their customers 
are being satisfied. 

The wait for my frickin’ chicken wings 
(that’s what they’re actually called) was a 
total of 15 minutes. That is my idea of 
quick service. 

The wings aren’t too pricey, but some 
of the other items like their burgers were. 
Total cost for 3 people with 2 orders of 10 
piece wings, a burger, fries and a drink 
was $35. 

Finding a way to entertain yourself isn’t 
a problem at Fricker’s. They have a TV for 
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Fricker’s is a new restaurant on Washington Center 
Road with a sports atmosphere and quick waiters. 


hood/I ain’t checkin’ for him.../Better 
be street if he’s lookin’ at me” are some 
lyrics from this song that show the 
gangsta lovin’ theme. 

This album is full of great lyrics 
about love and devotion with not just 
upbeat songs but also slow, calming 
tunes. Beyonce Knowles, Michelle 
Williams, and Kelly Rowland all have 
wonderful voices that harmonize during 
the choruses to create a unique, 
beautiful sound. They each bring 
something different to the group. 

This CD is different from their past 
ones because listerners can clearly hear 
all three voices and not just lead singer 
Knowles. 

Most of the songs are divided into 
three sections, where first Knowles 
leads off, followed by Rowland, then 
Williams. 

Out of their six recordings over the 
course of their music career, Destiny 
Fulfilled is definitely recommended to 
anyone who likes R&B or hip-hop. A 
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every major sports events, and a mega 
screen that absolutely blew my mind. 

Fricker’s is an excellent place to 
suggest for a Super Bow! party, birth- 
day, or any other sporting event. 

If customers have a problem with being 
at sports restaurants because of the 
smoke-filled air they have nothing to 
worry about here. The bar is enclosed by 
a glass wall and two doors so the area 
outside the bar is kept clear. 

Fricker’s is located next to Texas 
Roadhouse at 620 W. Washington 
Center Rd. It is a highly suggested 
restaurant to try out. A+ 
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What celeb do 


you look like? — 


Places for holiday shopping 
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L.S. Ayres is a one of the 
large department store 
stars in the Glenbrook mall. 


senior actor 
Nate Sliger Dean Cain 


Ce ae A 
figure skater 
Michelle Kwan 


freshman 
Diana Chu 


Pac Sun 


The Finish 
Line 


~ singer/actress 
Lindsay Lohan 


junior 
Katlin Organ 


Kohl’s 


American 
Eagle 


Hollister 


junior 
Jamal Robinson 


actor/singer 
Nick Cannon 


Aeropostale 


Deb 
Wet Seal 


Dollar Tree 


social studies actress 


teacher Calista Flockhart 
Twyla Kendrick 
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Be -source: survey of 100 Bruins 
junior 
Blake Hull Disney’s Recess 
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Capital punishment and the 


staffEDITORIAL 


he California courtroom was 
' silent. The jury walked in 

only three hours after a new 
juror had been placed. Before this 
the jury had been deliberating for at 
least a week. Anticipation filled the 
air. Judge Alfred Delucchi asked if 
the jury had reached a verdict. 

They had. 

Scott Peterson. 

Guilty. 

Peterson stared straight forward 
as the charges were read to him. He 
was now guilty of first-degree 
murder for his wife Laci, and the 
second-degree murder of his 


A national 
perspective 


In each What’s 
Bruin? issue, 
junior staff artist 
Ariel Case will 
now feature an 
editorial 
cartoon, 
offering 
commentary on 
a variety of 
national issues. 
Her first edition 
is at right. 
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unborn son, Conner. 

The collective opinion of What’s 
Bruin? is that the death penalty is 
the appropriate punishment for 
Scott Peterson. 

The reason for our staff verdict 
is that punishing Peterson will send 
a needed message to the country as 
a whole. 

Part of our staff seems to believe 
in the old idea of an eye for an eye 
in murder cases, and believes that 
this will actually deter crime. 

A minority of What’s Bruin? 
says life in prison without the 
possibility of parole would be a 
harder punishment than death, and 


Peterson trial 


would cause the person to suffer 
more. 

Here, they argue death is too 
easy. The murderer should have to 
suffer the rest of his life for their 
actions. This is argued to be a 
harsher punishment than death. 

On the issue of the death pen- 
alty, eight staff members were for 
it across the board, two votes for it 
in certain cases, and four votes 
opposed. 

But, in the specific case of Scott 
Peterson, six said he should receive 
the death penalty as opposed to life 
imprisonment, five were against it, 
and three were undecided. 
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A Northrop 
perspective 


In each What’s 
Bruin? issue, junior 
staff artist lan 
Hunter will now 
feature an editorial 
cartoon, offering 
commentary on 
issues and events 
of Northrop 
students. His first 
edition is at right. 
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Bruins need accountability 


I t started off as another lecture in my 
government class on a Supreme Court 
case, but what I learned from that lecture 
is relevant to the NHS student body. 

In the case, New Jersey v. T.L.O. a 
New Jersey high school student (T.L.O.) 
denied an accusation that she had been 
smoking in a restroom. An administrator 
searched her purse only to find cigarettes 
and marijuana. T.L.O. was sentenced to 


probation by a juvenile court, but appealed 


on the grounds that the evidence was 
obtained by an unreasonable search. 

This case set the 
precedent for student 
rights issues across the 
country that are still in 
effect today. 

Many Bruins feel like 
locker and drug searches 
violate their rights. But 
the bottom line is that as 


Perspective 


long as the school has y Jip 
reasonable suspicion, df j 
they have the right to kyleELLIS 


search as they please. 
Just as the high court ruled in their 
1985 T.L.O. decision, schools have a 
“legitimate need to maintain an environ- 
ment in which learning can take place.” 
Here at Northrop, there seems to be a 
misconception that school administrators 
and police officers enjoy policing the 
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school, breaking up fights, and sorting 
through a pile of referrals a mile high. 

This is not the case. 

In fact, assistant principal David West 
said that a majority of the time, unless he 
knows of a specific behavioral issue, he 
won't go looking for one. 

The job of any school administration 
is to protect the student body from those 
who choose to distrupt the educational 
progress with illegal behavior. This is 
not a violation of the rights of a student. 

While some may feel administrators 
go out of their way to punish students 
for trivial things, this is hardly true. 

According to West, if an administra- 
tor was trying to be a harsh disciplinar- 
ian, students could lose all of their 
extracurricular privileges, work permit, 
or driver’s license for something as 
minor as bringing a CD player to school. 
This is an outlined punishment in the 
FWCS Students Rights and Responsi- 
bilities handbook. 

The administration is obligated to 
make sure that students can obtain an 
education free of disruption. This is what 
they’re doing. 

Instead of complaining about admin- 
istrators who are actually doing their job 
by protecting the student body, realize 
they are doing it so that you can get the 
education you deserve. 


ditor 


Lessons 
from jall 


Adviser note: The following letter is 
published with the written permission of 
all legal counsel defending Nick Kohn, 
former Northrop student. Since the letter, 
written in Oct. 2004, Kohn received 
sentencing and 1s now serving that time 
outside Allen County in an Indiana state 
prison. 


D ear students, 


My name is Nick Kohn and I am an 
inmate at the Allen County jail. I will be 
sentenced next week for having commit- 
ted several burglaries with some 
“friends” of mine. 

When I was first arrested in Oct. 
2003, I should have been in class as a 
senior at Northrop. But, the month before 
(Sept. 2003) I decided to move out of my 
grandparents’ home. I also dropped out of 
school. 

Looking back, well, let’s just say I 
did some pretty stupid things those two 
months. 

I’m not going to preach to you, but I 
did want to write and tell you how sad I 
am to be where I am today. This is a 
terrible place. There is absolutely nothing 
in jail to be happy about. 

I’ve learned a valuable lesson 
however. Sometimes you can learn good 
lessons from bad things. So, I’m going to 
ask you to do all the things I should’ ve 
done, but didn’t. 

Stay at home with your families, 
stay in school and graduate. And what- 
ever else you do, don’t do things that can 
cause you to go to jail. Like I said before, 
there is nothing good about jail. 


Sincerely, 


Nick Kohn 
former Northrop student 
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Bush Is in, we're out 


C anada is beginning to look quite 
inviting, eh? 

Since Bush was re-elected, several 
cabinet members have resigned, and more 
Americans are moving out of the country. 

Among the officials resigning are 
attorney general John Ashcroft, commerce 
secretary Don Evans, education secretary 
Rod Paige, energy secretary Spencer 
Abraham, agriculture secretary Ann 
Veneman and secretary of state Colin 
Powell. 

What a coincidence, eh? 

After Bush won the election, 
Canada’s immigration website, 
www.cic.gc.ca, has been getting far more 
hits than normal. The day after the 
election, more than 115,000 visitors 
checked out the site— all Americans, 
according to a Reuters news article. On a 
typical day, the site used to get about 
20,000 U.S hits. 

There’s been so much interest in 
moving to Canada that one Internet firm, 
Communicopia, set up a new website in 
November, www.canadianalternative.com, 
to suggest Canada as an option for those 
willing to leave the country. 

Many republicans have said that 
those who were against Bush should 
support him as the current leader of our 
country, no matter what they thought of 
him before. 

But how can we respect a leader that 
is not respected by many Americans and 
possibly his own staff? 

I feel we aren’t obligated to be loyal 
to or respect a President. 

Many people say that our country 
takes care of us, and not being loyal makes 
us not as strong. They say if we don’t 
pretend to like our President, we show 
weakness. 

This is where we live. We don’t want 
to have to change where we live, but some 
Americans feel moving is now their only 
option. 

There are some factors of the 
election process that could calm some 
angered democrats if changed. 

For instance, we still run on a faulty 
system of the electoral college, now 
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hundreds of years old. This 
system is outdated. It was 
created for smaller states to have 
equal power, but doesn’t take the 
nation’s total vote as the decid- 
ing factor. 

It seems like our vote 
doesn’t even 
count when 
this system is 
used. It would 
make much 
more sense to 
judge our 
votes as a 
whole, not by 
an electoral 


Soapbox 


process. 
For 
rf instance, 
sandy : : 
DUNWOODY Indiana is 
predominately 


republican, so 
democrat votes this election were 
worth nothing after greater 
numbers turned out for Bush. 

I’m sure democrats willing 
to leave the country would feel 
the election was more fair if we 
used the popular vote, eh? 

Also, even though a larger 
amount of Americans voted this 
year, a good portion still did not. 
We have no idea what nonvoters 
think. 

Finally, either way you 
would have voted, it’s sad that so 
many people don’t agree with 
the decision. 

We can’t change the 
government. But most impor- 
tantly, it shouldn’t be able to 
change us; the way we think, our 
opinions, where we wish to live. 
At the very least, if we really do 
not like the guy, we shouldn’t 
have to pretend to feel that way. 

Personally, I think the 
grass 1s beginning to look 
greener on the other side—of the 
U.S border, that is. 


milhe 


e€cor 


Has 
commercialism 
killed Christmas? 


Yes, no 
one gives 
from the 

| heart 
GHioaloe Jena anymore. 
Snyder 


YES, 
people are 
influenced 
by 

companies 
too much. 


-freshman 
Codey Farrell 


Yes, it 
should be 
about 
family and 
not buying 
things. 


-senior Daniel 
Crago 
Yes, people 

look 
forward 
too much to 
getting 
gifts. 


-junior Shanise 
Trice 
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Ft. Wayne ranked fourth most obese city: 


Are we really that fat? 
samanthaGOLDSBERRY ZACNNORRIS 


t really isn’t that hard to believe that Ft. Wayne is the pparently the citizens of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, are fourth in 

fourth most obese city in the nation, according to an the nation for being obese, according to the most resent 
American Obesity Association (AOA) study. report by the American Obesity Association (AOA). 

Restaurants and fast food places are everywhere. People in So the AOA thinks that Ft. Wayne citizens are all obese. 
Ft. Wayne almost never walk anywhere. Little exercise and lots Sadly the facts are against us. With Ft. Wayne and Gary, Indiana 
of food makes for a fat city. is currently second on the list. 

But, this dangerous combination isn’t just the people’s So two Indiana cities are in the top five of 30 rated cities in 
fault. the body mass index (BMI) in the nation for obesity. 

Parks that are prime for walking are far and few between. It really makes someone stop and ponder, not only about 
Most of the major walking parks are downtown. the statistics, but also about if they really matter. 


If a person works as hard as everyone else to study 
for a science test, however, still end up getting a C, this 
doesn’t mean that you are an unintelligent. This is the 
same with weight. Just because your weight might be 
higher than someone else, doesn’t mean you’ re obese 

or overweight. 
Everyone’s body is different, and is to be treated 
differently. 

The statistics say the citizens of Ft. 
Wayne are too obese, but I don’t think 
that is true. 

Some people can have high 
body weight, and not be obese or 

fat. If you are six foot, eight inches 
and weigh 180 pounds, this does 
not mean you are obese. 

I will easily admit that many 
people in Ft. Wayne are overweight, 
however, that does not go for the 
thousands of citizens that eat healthy 
and exercise regularly. 

Many people, including 
myself, follow that precedent of 
eating correctly and exercising on a 

regular basis. 

It is proven that if the 

average American eats six to eight 
servings of fruit and vegetables each 
day, then exercises a minimum three 

times a week, they will be in prime condition 
to enjoy life the way a person should. 

Also, reality television shows such as The 
Biggest Loser can be help too. 

Looking around our community, there are 
many people shop for fruit and vegetables. 
Also, in the local gyms there are people 

waiting in line to use exercise machines. 

Even though Ft. Wayne is fourth in the nation 
for obesity for now, we need to look past the 
statistics and see the everyday stories of 
people changing their lives for the better. 


I do believe we need to exercise more and eat 
healthier. Furthermore, the health of an individual is the 
sole responsibility of that individual. 

Our city government has even started to acknowl- 
edge the fact that Fort Wayne is getting tight around the 
waist. The city recently bought new, wider ambulances 
that can hold up to 1,600 pounds to accomidate larger 
persons. I would certainly hope no one would ever 
have to travel in the 1,600 pound ambulances, 
but unfortunately Ft. Wayne now has 
such a need. 

It’s pretty sad that we are having 
to buy wider ambulances. This also 
suggests that there are more 
emergency medical situations 
having to deal with more obese 
people. 

Then there’s the weather. 
When it gets cold outside, people are 
usually more inclined to stay 
indoors, sit down, watch TV, and 
eat. 


It’s true. When it gets cold 
all animals, as well as humans, 
will eat to prepare for hiberna- 
tion. 

Video games, TV, and the 
Internet, they have taken over 
our lives. We are performing 
even fewer physical activities. 

I myself am suffering from TV 
addiction. Yes, TV addiction is a real thing. 
Lately I have been trying to drag myself away 
from the glowing box. The result, believe it or 
not, is I find myself doing more activities 
where I am moving around. 

Ft. Wayne does have the odds stacked 
against it in the war against fat. Still, we have 
a choice in our health and our leisure activi- 
ties. It all comes down to us. Are we happy 
being fat? 
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CREATE ¢ DUPLICATE ¢- DELIVER 


$2 off UPS/FEDEx Shipments 


Up to 5 Packages 
Expires Dec. 31, 2004 


Coldwater Crossing 
5525A Coldwater Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 


483-3727 
Fax: 483-2429 


aes 97, 
10 Regular Sessions $20 pact NOW Bulbs! 
| 


Malibu Tanning 
492-0477 


Maplewood Plaza 
Stellhorn & Maplecrest 


Due 
...home of the Turbo Bed Must Bring Coupon 


Gary Jefferies 
(260) 657-328) 


Tanning Deals - Gold Beds 


2 Weeks - $25 
1 Month - $40 
3 Months - $89 


COUPON Expires: Dec. 31, 2004 


Tanning Salon & HydroMassage 


11119-B Grabill Road Must show Student ID 


Student Discount 
with student ID 


Leo, IN 46765 


ingl ion 2 in. 
Call 627-8035 for an appointment ie a, ee 
or 


‘ ve 10% Off Regular Price 
We are Smart Tan Trained & Certified 


One university. 
Two great names. 


40 ‘years! 


Apply for IPFW 
admission today! 


“Fort Wayné dentist 


Ws www. ipfw.edu 
2” 260-481-6812 


INDIANA UNIVERSITY—PURDUE UNIVERSITY FORT WAYNE 


WE ARE UNLIKE ANY TANNING SALON 
YOU HAVE EVER SEEN! 


Does your school’s paper come out 
close to the end of the month? 


Would you like to see our specials as 
soon as they are available? 


Visit out Web site. Our monthly 
specials are always there, before you 
get your school paper!! 
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Tropical Illusions Tan Shop 
3912 W. Jefferson Blvd. 
Ft. Wayne IN. 46804 
260-459-8882 


Parkwest Shopping Center 
Across from Jefferson Pomte 


ONE PER CUSTOMER 
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Sehiicate Saimlake 
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(Gieistmas (Axis 


ONLY VALID WITH THIS COUPON 
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20 MINUTE 
SESSION — 
WITH FACIAL 
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Sea aae 


“ONLY vaulo | WITHTHISCOUPON =———=CS 


BUY 1 MONTH | 
UNLIMITED — 
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ANY 8ED 
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* Some restrictions may apply 


g SANDRA CONNORS 
INDIANA STATE MASTER STYLIST OF YEAR 2000 | 
: 6433 GEORGETOWN N. BLVD. | 
gf FORT WAYNE, IN | 
485-9160 | 
20% off any service 7 
expires: Jan. 2, 2005 


Must be redeemed with Sandra Connors 


All During the Christmas Break 
Bowl 3 Hour Sessions 


tor just 


$5.00 


or iS a Includes Shoe Rental 
Kathy Cost, manager Monday thru Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
6214 St. Joe Center Road * Fort Wayne, IN 46835 Georgetown Bowl Village Bowl 
(219) 486-0200 6770 E. State Blvo. I7IO Bluffton RO. 


533 E. Dupont Road * Fort Wayne, IN 46825 749-9610 747-O6I1 
(219) 637-1788 


LASER TAG ARCADE 


-Dance Dance Revolution- 
[retro 5th mix] 
-Sega Water Ski- 
-Dynamo Air Hockey- 
-Stars Wars Trilogy- 


-9,000 square feet arena- 
-30 packs- 
-2 levels- 


South of Glenbrook Mall 
Next to Target 


244 Fernhill Ave. 
Northrop High School Fort Wayne, IN 
Winter Break Special! 484-1350 


Bring this coupon in www.lazerxfw.com 
Dec. 15, 2004 - Jan. 2, 2005 
And GET 1 FREE GAME ; 
when a regular game is purchased coupons available 


SAVE $7! One 
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Buy one ride 
for $5 


| 
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: 

| Get one 
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: 
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SUDOOGR GO-MAPT FRAC 
.»- ANDO OTHER FUN STUFF/ 


GET N THE RACE 


Sunday - Thursday 11Am To 10PmM 
Friday and Saturda 11AM To 1AM 


5015 Speepway Dr.  12-ft. Video Screen | 7 
Electric Darts Daring and difficult! 


FT. Wayne, IN 46825 Video Games Use the brakes or lose the race! 


Ping-Pong Challenge this indoor road course 


Monday 
through 
Thursday 


offer expires 
June 18, 2005 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Phone: 483-9968 Soe ae Great music and a night club atmosphere 


Fax: 471-7761 New race track in Ft. Wayne on the north end of 
Speedway Drive, in the Rhino truck-lining building 


Sorry, No Open-ToED SHoES On Go-KarrTs The only one of its kind in the entire state of Indiana 


Coldwater Rd. 
Old Auburn Rd 
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The astronomy club’s 
new radio telescope 
was recently installed 
during Christmas 
break. The 

telescope has been in 
the making for three 
years. With this, users 
can now observe into 
deep space, study the 
sun and other radio 
sources. 


(What's Inside?) 


samantha goldsberry 
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to representing 
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Northrop looks 
to the future 
with new radio 


telescope 
sarahLEAVELL 


orthrop has new architecture. 
Thanks to the astronomy club, 
sponsor B.J. Harper and crew. 

It is Northrop’s very own radio 
telescope. 

“Tt’s purpose is to look into deep space, 
study the sun, and other radio sources like 
the crab nebula and taurus (constella- 
tions),” said Harper, on what the telescope 
will be used for. This kind of technology 
allows Harper’s astronomy program to 
access more detailed elements of outer 
space previously inaccessible. 

The idea of the telescope was first 
introduced by ‘04 graduate Mike Ripley. 

“He was interested and asked. I said 
yes because I have a teacher/friend in 


The astronomy club’s new 
radio telescope was officially 
installed over winter break 
and involved 20-30 people 
over the three years of its 
construction. 


samantha goldsberry 


Michigan that has done it,” said Harper. 
The telescope was recently installed 
over Christmas break, but has been in the 
making for three years and has involved 

about 20-30 people. 

“Originally it was to go on the roof and 
to be made out of aluminum, now it’s 
made out of steel,” said Harper. 

The telescope was molded at 
Pyromation-Inc. where Ripley’s dad 
works. 


“The design was already planned. We 
all brought the pieces together,” said 
senior radio astronomy club member Dan 
Bennett. 

It isn’t fully completed yet, but 
Bennett, Harper, and many others are on 
their way to finishing it. 

“We're excited, but we still have a 
couple thing to do to complete it,” said 
Bennett. 


Near-perfect speech team, 5-1 


dianaNGUYEN 


etting up before the crack of 
dawn on Saturdays and sacrific 
ing at least two hours during the 
week, the speech team dedicates much of 
their time working hard and practicing to 
prepare for 
their highly 


competitive Most speech 
meets. I’m glad we have a tradition team 

Coach- ? : f : members 
Ae he of dedication and motivation. nen 
speech team -speech coach Linc Record the top of 
for 26 years, their class 
Linc Record has led numerous and 


groups to many high state finishes. 

“Tm glad we have a tradition of 
dedication and motivation,” said Record. 

So far the speech team has been 
victorious at all of the meets except 
Concord, where they placed third. 

“We're proud of the fact that what we 
do, we do well. We don’t do it for awards, 
we do it for growth and improvement,” 
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said Record. 

This year’s team is compiled of a 
majority of underclassmen. 

“The team is probably achieving 
higher than most young teams,” said 
Record. “The future looks good.” 

Before each competition, members go 
over their pieces to make it stick in their 

head so they can be ready. 


compete against similarally bright 
students. 

“T have experience now that I can use 
in the future,” said senior president Sam 
Herber. 

“Tt (speech) helps people communi- 
cate socially and improves leadership 
skills and chances of being successful,” 
said Record. 


samantha goldsberry 


Right on time: Senior Kristi MacDonald 
practices and times her speech at the South 
Side meet before her round. 


News / 5 


Charisma Classique, recently held in the Northrop auditorium, featured several Indiana 
show choirs. The day’s top award went to Pike High School of Indianapolis, with 
Homestead second. Although Charisma was unable to compete (as the host school), 
they still performed in exhibition. It was a really good show, said Charisma senior 
Adam Turkette. The next competition is Feb. 5 at Churubusco. 


Erendrake collecting submissions 
through Feb. 4 


Erendrake, Northrop’s fine arts magazine, is still collecting submissions for all 
students interested in getting their work published. 

If submitting a poem it should be no longer than 30 lines. Short stories and essays 
should be no longer than 3000 words. All submissions need to be typed. 

All written work can be handed into Terry Springer in Room D105. Art and 
photography can also be submitted to Annette Leeuw in Room G102. 

Work that has already been submitted is currently being looked through and sorted 
for publishing by the student Erendrake staff. 

Erendrake also wishes to remind all students that submissions are still needed, and 
that everyone is welcome to participate. 


Key Club helps at 
children’s basketball 
tournament 


Bruins donate 
over $3000 for 
tsunamii relief 


Student council recently had a school- 
wide money collection for tsunami relief 
for recent tsunami victims. 

Money was collected from all first 
period classes on Jan. 7-10. Over $3000 
was given for those affected by the recent 
natural disasters in southeast Asia. 

The money was then added to the 
FWCS-wide relief effort to be given 
from the district all at once. 

“They are in great need of help and it 
is nice of us to get together to help,” said 
senior council president Archana Narang. 


Art Club 
fundraising for 
museum trip 


The Art Club had a fundraiser before 
Christmas selling carnations for $1.50. 

The club has raised over $250 dollars 
from various fundraisers so far and are 
trying to reach the goal of $1000 for a 
museum trip. 

Presently, they are selling handmade, 
mocha mugs for $5 each. The mugs were 
glazed with different shades of brown 
and are a little bigger than a coffee cup. 
They hope to sell all 100 mugs they 
made to raise enough money to go on 
trips to different museums in the area. 

“We love to eat and breathe art,” said 
sponsor Becky Griswold. “The students 
enjoy looking at art.” 


Dupont Animal Care Center 


Complete Care For Your Pet 
Boarding - Veterinary - Grooming 


Obedience Training and Pet Supplies 


After a long break, Key Club is getting back into the swing 
of things. 

Key Club members helped with sandbagging efforts 
needed recently for flood-endangered areas of Allen County. 

On Jan. 27, the group will also be helping in a new census 
of Ft. Wayne’s homeless. 

Then, in February, Key Club is helping out with a basket- 
ball tournament for the Children’s Hope Hospitality House. 
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Junior 
Travis 
White 


Senior 
Rachel 
Davis 


sniLUOd DoIssef 


Everyday, 206 Bruins leave school to gain work experience. 


It could be in any field. 
From stockbroker to day care worker. 
From firefighter to mortician. 
Travis White and Rachel Davis are two such Bruins. 
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I don’t do it for the money. I do it for the passion: 


nickSTIEBER 


firefighters job is to save 
lives. That’s exactly what 
junior Travis White is training 


to do. 

Everyday during first and second 
period, White takes Anthis Career 
Center’s Firefighter I&II certification 
class at either Anthis or the National 
Guard Armory located on Cook Road. 
There he learns skills he needs to know 
while on a fire call. 

While in the class, White learns how 
to tie various knots for tasks that range 
from safety harnesses, to pulleys, for 
easing the load of massive objects, by 
using mechanical advantage. White and 
the other firefighter trainees take the 
learning of these skills very seriously. 

“Tt’s a lot more dangerous than it 
looks,” said White. “You need to know 
what you're doing.” 

In one part of his training, White had 
to pass through a simulator called a 
flash-over chamber. 

“It’s a training building that actually 
catches on fire, just like on an actual 
call. The only thing is you’re saving 
dummies instead of people. The roof 
and floor actually collapse. It’s the real 
thing.” 

While training is one thing, working 
on a real fire call is another. In a real life 
or death situation, appropriate risks must 
be taken as well as weighing losses. 
White must learn to do both. 

“When we get a call I think, What am 
I about to do? Then, when I get there, 
people are screaming everywhere. 
They’re saying stuff like, “Get my dog!’ 
‘Get my cat!’ But we don’t do that. It’s 
risk a lot to save a lot, risk a little to save 
a little.” 

But not all of White’s work is so 
serious. The other working firefighters 
are pretty laid back when there isn’t a 
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-junior Travis White 


katelynSTAYTON 


enior Rachel Davis interns at 

D.O. McComb & Sons funeral 

home everyday beginning at 
11:30 a.m. 

Usually she works downstairs in the 
chapel area, or assists with the arranging 
of funeral callings and services. 

“T usually help with whatever the 
family needs or would like. You have to 
be there for the family and be under- 
standing and very patient,” said Davis. 

She said she always wanted to intern 
at a funeral home but didn’t know at first 
what she could do. Then she talked to 
former career intern coordinator Barrie 
Peterson, not knowing if there was 
anything for her in this field. 

“Once I brought it up with him, he 
knew of a place I'd be interested in. He 
really stressed that I go for it,” she said. 

Davis plans to attend Vincennes 
University (in southern Indiana) to get a 
four-year degree in mortuary science. 

“Tf this doesn’t work out I'd defi- 
nitely like to be in the medical field. I 
always thought being an EMT would be 
a lot of fun,” said Davis. 

She said she’s really excited to learn 
physiology in college. 

“T’ve already taken all my science 
classes. That’s what I really like,” she 
said. 

In Davis’ mortician field, many may 
think funeral home work is very serious 
at all times and always quiet. 

“Not having any fun at a funeral 
home is depressing. You have to have a 
sense of humor and be upbeat,” she said. 

In her first two months of interning, 
Davis had to shadow people to see what 
kind of things she’d be doing. 

“T’ve only been in the embalming 
room twice. I can’t just go down there 
whenever I please. But one time I went 
down and watched what they did. It was 
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Right, Every firefighter must learn 
their knots, shown here by junior 
Travis White during recent training 
through the Anthis Career Center 
fire science program. 

Far right, As part of his internship, 
senior Derrick Ihnen works as an 
accountant and is in charge of the 
company web page at Ameritrade 
Business Exchange. 

Below, Senior Brittany Carlin reads 
to a child at Bethel Day Care 
where she _ interns. 


Above, Senior Rachel Davis displays one 
of the many caskets at D.O. McComb & 
Sons funeral home where she interns as a 
mortician. Much of her job is learning to 
properly assist families with funeral 
arrangements. 

Left, Helping out wherever needed is 
senior intern Mike Cramer who works the 
front desk at Pine Ridge Racquet Club. 
Far left, Vacation research for clients: 
senior Michelle Meighen works for 
Conference & Travel, where she is 
interning to be travel agent. 
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You just have to be there for the family and be 


understanding and very patient. / -senior Rachel Davis 


(Firefighter cont’ d) 


call. 

“Tt’s a big circus at the firehouse. 
Most of the time I’m telling them what 
to do. But it’s really cool there. It’s a 
great place to be,” said White. 

“Outside the firehouse, they (the 
older firefighters) are more like father 
figures. It’s not a job you regret going 
to. The other guys will be there when- 
ever you need help.” 

The firefighters that work with 
White are a close-knit family, ready to 
help (or make fun) of any of their 
members at a moment’s notice. 

One example, during a recent class, a 
few firefighters stopped by the armory 
after picking up some equipment. One 
firefighter, nicknamed Biscuit, tied a 
handcuff-knot a rope and joked as if he 
was going to tie up White. 

White’s firefighter brothers also 
couldn’t resist teasing as the photogra- 
pher took some pictures. 

“He’s gonna get pictures taken? Who 
does he think he is?” Something a real 
brother would say, according to White. 

The class White attends was very 
unique in its own right. 

As one of White’s fellow trainees, 
Miguel Guzman, put it, “It’s the only 
class where you can walk around with 
an axe and sledgehammer and not get 
expelled.” 

Despite the eminent risk White 
knows he’ ll face in the future, he said 
he’s prepared to take the bad with the 
good for the well being of other people. 

“It’s a dangerous job. My parents 
don’t want me to go every time I get a 
call,” he said. “I don’t do it for the 
money, I do it for the passion.” 
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(Mortician, cont’ d) 


a guy who committed suicide. It was 
pretty bad. I just remembered to 
distance myself,” said Davis. 

Her family, she said, is totally 
okay with her decision to intern at a 
funeral home. 

“If I want to do something, 
they’re always okay with my 
decision. As long as I’m happy, 
they’re happy,” said Davis. 

The day of (former Northrop 
student) Erica VanKirk’s funeral, 
Davis said she was working. A lot of 
her co-workers offered to let her sit 
down and listen instead of working, 
but Davis decided not to. 

“T wanted to attend her funeral. I 
was fairly close to her,” she said. 
“But I didn’t think it would have 
been very professional to stop 
working just because I knew her.” 

Davis next walked to casket 
room. The most expensive one cost 
$37,169. This design included 
engraved stars on the handle, a 
typical casket for those who died in 
military service to their country. 

When the deceased are put in 
caskets, Davis also pointed out how 
the caskets come with dollies for 
transporting wherever needed. 

“We get the deceased bodies from 
the hospital or from their homes,” 
she said. 

Davis finished by showing a 
variety of urns. They ranged from 
plain white vases to elaborate 
dolphin shapes. 

“T’d love to own my own funeral 
home someday. I’d love to have 
work in Ft. Wayne too,” she said. 
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samantha goldsberry 


kevinBARESIC 


eA right and early at 
7 a.m. on Mondays, 
senior Eric Glover goes into 
the Ft. Wayne police academy 
for his student officer training. 
Along with all the other 
volunteers, Glover’s uniform is 
inspected to see if it is neat and 
clean enough. 
“Tf your uniform isn’t 
perfect your sergeant makes 
you do 30 pushups at the 
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-source: Northrop career 


ene 


least,” said Glover. 

After a rigorous 
dress check, the 
student officers are 
sent to their rooms 
where they are briefed 
on the operation they 
will be performing 
that day. 

At the police 
academy, Glover 
learns the ways of the 
police force, investiga- 
tive procedures and 
helps the dispatcher. 

Glover is deter- 
mined to continue 
working in law 
enforcement in the 
future. He wants to be 
able to control 
situations in society 
such as the track meet. 

“T would like to be 
a detective,” said 
Glover, on his future 
career in law enforce- 
ment. 


intern program statistics 
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kendall church 


samantha 
GOLDSBERRY 


C 


senior Brittany Carlin’s heart. 
Now, she’s putting that love 


hildren have always 
had a special place in 


for children to use at her 


internship at Bethel Day Care, 


located in the Bethel United 
Methodist Church on Lima 
Road. 


oT 


go to the chuch I intern 


at. I already know a lot of the 


kids,” said Carlin. 

“We like to do 
crafts together.” 

Carlin knew she 
wanted to work with 
kids when a babysitter 
a few years ago. 

“T ve always 
enjoyed being around 
kids,” she said. 

She said she makes 
around $7.50 an hour 
and hopes to take this 
experience with her 
into the future. 

“T someday want to 
work in a hospital in 
pediatrics,” said 
Carlin. 

But beyond the pay 
or experience, Carlin 
said her true motiva- 
tion for interning is the 
children. 

“It’s great being 
around them, and the 
funny stuff they say,” 
she said. 
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Lady Bruins look to paint 
for wins; 5-1 in SAC 


kevinBARESIC 


he girls began with their warmups, 
checking out the other team and 
getting focused for the game ahead. 

Northrop was in search of revenge in 
this rematch game from the SAC holiday 
tournament between us and Harding. 

Going into the game Northrop was 
looking to improve their record of 4-0 in 
the SAC. Harding had a record of 3-1 in 
the SAC, and also ranked second in the 2A 
Class. 

In order for the Bruins to get a victory 
they needed to be firing out of all cylinders 
and have a 
strong 
showing from 
their post 
players, senior 
Jamika Banks 
and junior 
Faith Sherrill 


came out strong 
early on in the 
game, but Banks and 
Sherrill kicked their 
game into gear and 
started pouring on 
points in the paint. 

“T challenged them (Banks and Sherrill) 
and they got it done for us down low,” said 
head coach Greg Rahrer. 

Going into halftime the Bruins led the 
Hawks 27-25, but they lost some momen- 
tum at the beginning of the second half. 

On the first two possessions of the third 
quarter Harding hit back-to- back three- 
point field goals. 

But the girls didn’t show any signs of 
slowing down in the second half. 

Sherrill answered with two layups and 
continued to put up points on the board. 
That helped give Northrop a 34-31 lead 
and gain back the momentum. 

The crowd was going crazy as the girls 
scored basket after basket in the second 
half. 

The Bruins began to expand their lead 
off their fast break giving them a total of 
12 layups in the third quarter alone. The 
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girls also shot 65 percent in the 
second half. 

The Lady Bruins continued to 
force the Hawks to respect their 
inside game. The girls showed a lot 
of unselfish play in the rest of the 
second half. 

They made good shot selections 
and gave the ball to those who they 
knew were a threat on offense. 

Banks and Sherrill combined for 
55 points and senior Tricia Lee 
added another 16. 

“Everyone had to step up but 

they (Banks and Sherrill) 
really stepped up,” said 


I challenged ae Bruin 
them and they 
Fea got it done for 


us down low. 
-head girls’ basketball 
coach Greg Rahrer 


seniors Jessica 
Gerke and 
Brittany Rahrer 
led in assists 
through the 
strong post 
play of their 
teammates. 
Senior 
Samantha 
Harris and 
sophomore 
Chasitee Caldwell played aggres- 
sively on defense causing several 
turnovers that led to several fast 
break opportunities. 

Northrop kept on rolling and 
ended up victorious 73-54. 

Banks was selected by the 
varsity officials as Northrop’s 
sportsmanship recipient for the 
game. 

“T was honored to receive an 
award like that,” said Banks. 

Northrop’s overall record after 
this game changed to 12-2 and 5-0 
in the SAC. 

But after facing Luers, the only 
other undefeated team in the SAC, 
the Bruins’ record dropped to 12-3 
overall and 5-1 in the SAC. 


dwayne self 


Senior Jamika 
powers up into a | 
defenseman for two 
points. After falling to 
Harding in the holiday 
tourney, the Lady Bruins 
me back to beat the 
kKS;../3-54. Banks and 
ith: Sherrill made 


oints. 


2.4 My. 


Pat 
co ae Se 
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Hard work not paying off in sports 


sports team at their high 


_ the varsity team. 


The day of the tryouts come and 


~ after practice they feel pretty good 
about their performance. The next 
day they look on the cut list and 


_ find that they made the team. 
_ They are absolutely ecstatic and 
ce can’t wait 
Lines to get to 
practice 
after 
school. 

In the 
meantime, 
they give 
110 

telysha pee 
RICHARDSON °Vr day 
in practice. 
_ The first game comes and they 
can’t wait. 


During the game they can’t 
wait to get their chance to show 
_ their talents to the whole crowd. 

The buzzer sounds and they 
still haven’t been put in the game 
but their hopes are still high for 
_ the second half. 

_ The second half comes and 

_ they sit on the bench. As they 
root for their team the clock 
winds down and they still haven’t 
set foot on the court. 

It is wrong for a coach to put 
someone on a team that they 
don’t think will get enough time 
in a game. It’s not fair to them, 
considering all the time, money, 
and effort they pour into that 
sport. 

If a coach keeps a player then 
they deserve time in the game. 

You never know how a player 
will react in a game until you’ ve 
seen them. All players react 
differently in different situations. 

Maybe, they’re not an all-star, 
but they still deserve a chance to 
prove themselves. At this point, if 
a player’s skills still aren’t good 
enough then the coach has the 


WB?./-Jan.-2005 


decent player tries out for a 


school in hopes of being on 


right to pull them out. But don’t just 
assume they can’t put points on the board. 
Sometimes it’s not even that the coach 
didn’t cut the player. Some teams don’t 
have a cut. But even then you still have 
players that sit the bench and watch the 


or senior Mike Raypole, swimming 
isn’t just for setting records. 

Instead, Raypole sees his sport and 
the role of captain of the boys’ swim and dive 
team as a way to pay close attention and help 
keep his team motivated for the “05 season 
now underway. 

The Bruins 
currently have a 
record of 4-2 
overall. Top 
swimmers and 
divers other 
than Raypole 
include sopho- 
more Aleks 
Fansler and 
junior Tyler 
Neuenschwander. 
WB? What 
events do you 
do, and which 
ones are your 
best? 

MR: I do the 50 
and 100 
individual frees, 
200 and 400 
free relays. The 
50 free is the 
shortest and quickest, and I can go as fast as I 
can with it. 

WB? What is your main contribution to the 
team as captain? 

MR: I help out the coaches and my fellow 
swimmers because sometimes the coaches 
can’t always see everything. I try to keep 
everyone motivated. 

WB? How did you decide you wanted to be a 
swimmer? 

MR: I had a friend freshman year and he told 
me to tryout, so I did and I liked it. It’s a nice 


game. Even if that player gets only one 
minute they still had the chance to play. 
If your going out for a team and you 
make it and find that your time spent in 
the game is very limited then maybe it’s 
time for a little talk with the coach. 


Raypole motivating captain 


way to stay in shape. It is fun and 
something I enjoy doing. 

WB? Who inspires you to swim? 

MR: Michael Phelps, is an encourage- 
ment seeing him swim in the Olympics. 
WB? What’s the hardest part about 
being a swimmer? 

MR: Practices are 
tough and we work 
our butts off for it. 
We usually begin 
with an easy warm- 
up for 10 to 15 
minutes, and the 
practice varies from 
long distance to 
short for an hour 
and 15 minutes. 
WB? Do you think 
your swimming 
career could expand 
into college? Why 
or why not? 

MR: Maybe it 
could, but it would 
require more of an 
everyday effort and 
I don’t really see 
myself doing that. 
WB? What’s your 
favorite memory from swimming? 
MR: The bus rides to away meets end 
up being really fun. We are really tired 
but we still find the energy to fool 
around. 

WB? What are the best and worst parts 
of being the captain? 

MR: Getting to know everyone and 
making sure there are no problems with 
anyone is the best. The worst is actually 
acting on something and figuring out 
what the problems are. 
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Gymnastics tied for 
seventh in state; 
Coaks, Neumann back 


The Bruin gymnastics 
team is currently 
Indiana’s seventh best, 
tied with Hobart. 

Back to lead the 
Bruins are seniors twins 
Kerry and Kelly Coak, 
who had to sit out last 
season after being 
injured. 

Also back is 
Northrop’s first-ever 
state gymnastics champ 
Brianna Neumann, who 
rose up to win the state uneven bars last year. 

“They (the girls) have started pretty strong, and 
still have room to grow and to improve,” said 
assistant coach Christine Binns. 

The Bruins next meet is Feb. 2 at home against 
Concordia at 6:30 p.m. 

“We wish for a good turn out and a lot of support 
from the students,” said Binns. “As a team, we want 
to challenge the SAC title and place high in state.” 


Senior uneven bars state 
champ Brianna Neumann 
takes to the beam at the 
Bruins’ last home meet. 


Hockey !ooking to 
beat Carroll; win city, 
state tournaments 


The hockey team has a record of 4-7-1 
after defeating North Side with a final score 
of 4-2. 

“We really want to beat Carroll because 
they are undefeated. We need to play smart 
hockey and have good goal tending,” said 
head coach Dave Rogers. 

Some of the top scorers this season 
include senior Mike Somers and junior 
Adam Logue. Top defensive players 
include sophomore Corey Erdley, as well as 
Chad Friend and Alex Rogers from other 
schools who play for Northrop. 

The team is currently focusing on its 
next big tournaments, city and state, all 
coming in February. 

“We are coming along and working to 
be strong at the city and state tournament,” 
said Rogers. 

“We need to get better each week and 
take no steps backwards. Thinking is the 
biggest part in the game.” 
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Junior Cruz Richard leading 
boys’ basketball 


Head boys’ basketball coach Greg Peden is making sure his players are 
in their best positions. 

“We play as a team,” he said. 

“The only real difficulty the team is having is a couple of the players 
have some injures, but nothing too serious.” 

Junior Cruz Richard also is averaging approximately 16 points per game. 

“He (Richard) practices all year round, which makes him such a great 
player, and that’s going to take him to the next level,” said teammate 
Chadon Martin. 

The Bruins next game is Friday at North Side at 7:45 p.m. 


Wrestlers ‘greedy’ for sectional 
wins 


The 10-10 Bruin wrestling team has had an up-and-down season so far. 
However, their top goal is still individual victories at sectionals. At 
sectionals, each wrestler must win five rounds in double elimination. 

“At this time in the season, we are more focused on winning individu- 
ally,” said sophomore Ricky Barrett. “But next season we will start 
becoming more of a team.” 

The team itself has lost to many good teams, including a traditionally 
strong Snider. 

“In wrestling you have to be greedy,” said head coach Andrew Shipe. 
“Then later the team comes together.” 


Borne bowls perfect 300; 
team 10-2 overall 


The boys’ bowling team are proving themselves to be a dominating force 
in the SAC. 

Such highlights include sophomore Patrick Borne achieving the highest 
possible score of 300. Few high school bowlers have been able to bowl this. 

Senior Justin Watson also has taken on the role of captain and has led the 
team very well throughout the season. 

“T’m proud of what we’ve done so far,” said Watson. 

As a team, the Bruins stand 10-2 overall. They will begin their single 
sectionals on Jan. 29 at Hillcrest and Key Lanes. 


Girls’ bowling lead by seniors 
with record of 10-2 


The girls’ bowling team currently has a record of 10-2 overall and is ranked 
second in the SAC. 

Leading the team are seniors Terri Martin and Jackie Hoot. 

“We are trying to make sure we get our spares and keep our heads up if 
something dosen’t go right,” said Martin. 

The team’s next matches will be sectional singles on Jan. 29 and team sectionals 
on Feb. 5. 
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Facts are learned, 


lyrics are better 


Bob Dylan releases autobiography, 10 
chronicles his own music career Tours of 2004 


ob Dylan has been a famous folk — what to write about anymore. All 
musician for as long as ’'ve been __ Of his creativity disappears and it 


alive, and way before that. takes a whole new record and time 

Recently he wrote an auto biography to get it back. Madonna, Re-Invention 
about his career including the people he Check It Out Some- ($125 million) 
met and the meaningful experiences he a! Ce TOU’ 
encountered. The title of the book is ras very intelligent 
called Chronicles: Volume One published about Dylan was Prince, Musicology 
by Simon & Schuster. that he com- ($90.2 million) 

I thought the book was fairly decent. pared some of 
Sometimes I found it hard to keep the surroundings 
reading, though. and situations to Shania Twain, Up! 

A lot of the people he mentioned in the the old Greek ($62.5 million) 
book I felt like I had to know them to sarahLEAVELL Stories. Stories 
understand what he was talking about. that our students Simon and Garfunkel, 
The book starts out with Dylan trying to learn in sophomore English. 4 Old Friends 
find different clubs he can play at. Most of I like Dylan’s music and sound, ($59 million) 
the clubs were coffee houses and paid the book on the other hand I wish I 
very little. Each could have Metallica, Madly in Anger 
club paid higher enjoyed more. ($53.8 million) 
and had more and BOB DYLAN He’s a great 
more experienced poet and Bette Midler, Kiss My Brass 
musicians. lyricist. (53.3 million) 

Dylan wanted to If you 


play at the best 7 can take your Sting, Sacred Love 
clubs. Even - time and read - ($52.4 million) 
playing at a club at = this book, you J oe 
Fehemeant vou O Ss meh not Kenny Chesney,Guitars, Tiki Bars 
er ice fiche alle pad a Whole Lode Love 

Mecca. aes ($49.3 million) 

status. > but will find 

As the book - some interesting David Bowie, A Reality Tour 
3 — . . ($46 million) 

goes on, Dylan ° i 1 - f facts and learn a "eel 
runs into to a hard peas ~ — little from one 10 ae: rt Throwdown 

* ae I = - : > . ion. 

time. He has CHRONIC LES of America’s 

already hit it big VOLUME ONE greatest music -source: billboard.com 

and doesn’t know legends. C+ 


My Grammy predictions, to air Feb. 13 


Record of the year: American Idiot, Green Day Rock album: American Idiot, Green Day 
Album of the year: American Idiot, Green Day R&B album: The Diary of Alicia Keys, Alicia Keys 
Song of the year: “If I Ain’t Got You,” Alicia Keys Country album: Here For The Party, Gretchen Wilson 


Best New Artist: Kanye West Rap album: Suit, Nelly 
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courtesy of samantha goldsberry 


U2 still making it 
on the charts 


samanthaGOLDSBERRY 


very once in a while, a CD is published that turns 
heads. How to Dismantle an Atomic Bomb by U2, the 
band’s latest, did just that. 

Album after album, the pure genius of U2 never ceases to 
amaze me. Growing up on music from my dad’s music 
collection, I have some knowledge of U2’s past works. I 
listened to this CD as if it was their first. I was blown away. 

U2 consists of lead vocalist Bono, The Edge (Guitar), Adam 
Clayton (Bass Guitar), Larry Mullen Jr. (Drums and Percus- 
sion). 
Originating 
from Ireland, 
U2 also has 
been an avid 
supporter of 
organizations 
like Amnesty 
International, 
Greenpeace, 
and DATA 
(Debt, AIDS, 
Trade Africa). 
Bono’s lyrics, 
coupled with 


U2//HOW TO DISMANTLE AN ATOMIC BOMB 


’ -@ 


amazing 

melodies 
U2’s newest and latest CD features the hit helps make 
single “Vertigo.” this album a 

sucCEeSS. 


“Vertigo” is one of the most popular songs on the album 
and was consistently in the Top 40 on the radio. The lyrics that 
many fans worldwide have become obsessed with are “Hello 
hello / I’m at a place called Vertigo / It’s everything I wish I 
didn’t know / Except you give me something I can feel, feel.” 

My personal favorite song is “Love and Peace or Else.” 
The last stanza of the song says, “And I wonder where is the 
love? / Where is the love? / Where is the love? / Where is the 
love? / Love and peace.” What I interpreted the lyrics to mean 
was someone asking where the love is in the world. 

Possibly the only problem I[ had with the was Bono’s 
singing. I’ve always had a hard time understanding the words 
as Bono sang them. It isn’t that big of a deal for me though. It 
is just his own unique voice, and that helps make their music 
all the more original. 

This is U2’s eleventh studio album. After 20+ years of 
making music, U2 still finds a way to be fresh and exciting. 
This new CD keeps old fans dedicated, and keeps new fans 
coming. A 
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Aviator soars high 
ZACHNORRIS 


narush of movies released recently, Martin Scorcese’s 

The Aviator soars above the rest. Complete with an all- 

star cast led by Leonardo DiCaprio as reclusive billion- 
aire aviator Howard Hughes, the father of modern commercial 
aviation, as we know it today. 

Cate Blanchett accurately portrays Hollywood actress legend 
Katherine Hepburn, just one of Hughes many love affairs. 
Blanchett was supported by Kate Beckinsale as Ava Gardner, 
Alec Baldwin as Pan Am president Juan Trippe, Jude Law as 
Errol Flynn, Gwen Stefani as Jean Harlow, and Alan Alda as 
Senator Ralph Owen Brewster. 

From start to finish DiCaprio successfully portrays every 
action and nervous tick of the eccentric billionaire and aviation 
genius Howard Hughes. 

The plot of the story is the life of Howard Hughes, and it 
covers all of his love affairs, mental breakdowns and genius 
inventions. 

During the World War IJ, he was one of the many aviators 
that are designed planes for the U.S. army. However, because of 
rivalry, in the Airline Corporation, he is unfairly prosecuted and 
helplessly watches as his reputation is being tarnished. 

The movie has a unique ending, which in some ways leaves 
the viewer at a loss. However, this action fits with this type of 
film. The Aviator is a unique and exciting biography of Hughes. 
Most biographies are often long and boring. This is the exact 
opposite. 

Director Martin Scorsese and writer John Logan did a 
fantastic job focusing on every little detail to make the movie 
not just another biography, but exciting. 

The Academy Awards are coming in February and there is 
talk from many movie critics of The Aviator, and its cast to be 
nominated for top awards, including best picture, best leading 
male actor, and best supporting actor. 

During the Golden Globe Awards The Aviator won best 
picture and best actor for a drama. 

This is a very complicated movie and during some parts it may 
become harder to follow. However in the end, most questions 
are answered. 
This movie 
requires a 
mature 
audience that 
appreciates a 
serious movie. 

The Aviator 
is an excellent 
film, which is 
complete with 
a legendary and 
well-known 
cast. A 


Hughes, father of commercial aviation. 
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The Aviator stars Leonardo DiCaprio as Howard 
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Napoleon Dynamite, the story of a nerdy Idaho 
teen, features popular new actor Jon Heder. 


Comedy missing in 
Napoleon Dynamite 


timBRADBURN 


amous movie critic Roger Ebert 

puts it this way: “There is a kind 

of studied stupidity that some- 
times passes as humor, and Jared Hess’s 
Napoleon Dynamite pushes it as far as it 
can go. “ 

I agree. Napoleon Dynamite, now on 
DVD/video on Dec. 21, 2004, is the story 
of an Idaho teenager that is constantly 
picked on and in search of love. 

His grandma breaks her coccyx and 
Uncle Rico (John Gries) has to come to 
watch Napoleon (Jon Heder), and his 32- 
year-old brother, Kip, played by Aaron 
Ruell. 

Napoleon meets Pedro (Efren 
Ramirez), the school’s only Latino, and 
helps him to become president of the 
Preston High School. 

They also meet Deb (Tina Majorino), 
the girl that Pedro comes to like. She sells 
homemade keychains and is a photogra- 
pher. 

Meanwhile, Uncle Rico is ruining 
Napoleon’s life. 
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Ebert was right, this movie 
was stupid, with only a few 
somewhat funny scenes. 

Such as when Napoleon 
tries to ride a one-foot high 
ramp and flies forward into 
the handlebars and wracks 
himself. 

There’s also a tater-tot 
scene that is somewhat funny. 
Other than that, the movie 
leaned too much to being dull. 

The way that Uncle Rico is 
introduced into the move is 
lame. 

Then there’s Kip. He is a 
nerdy adult that is always in 
chat rooms and meets his 
cyber love who is a complete 
opposite. 

Napoleon is supposed to be 
a comedy, but it is far from 
being a comedy, since it only 
has a couple of funny scenes. 

It got an average of a B- 
from the critics, according to 
yahoo, but I think that it 
deserves a lower grade. C 


Celebs way too 
lavish, but it’s 
their money 
santannaRAMSEY 


slands, cars, airplanes, and million dollar 
homes. 

These are just some of the things 
celebrities are buying these days. Yes, that’s 
right islands. 

Some people hear about the different things 
celebrities buy and might think it’s a little 
ridiculous. 

Film.gardian.co.uk reported recently that actor 
John Travolta spent a massive amount of money 
on airplanes and he also put a 1.4 mile runway in 
his backyard. On top of that he has six cars. Who 
needs six cars? 

He’s not the only actor buying the sky. 
Director and actor Mel Gibson flew to Fiji where 
he bought a private Pacific island for $15 
million. This according to www.abc.net. 

Why so much? Why so lavish? What’s the point? 

Paris Hilton has 400 pairs of shoes if not 
more. 

Football player Ty Law has a movie theater in 
the bottom half of his house. 

A multimillion-dollar home in New Canaan, 
Connecticut, serves as a hangout place for many 
stars like Nicole Kidman and Matthew 
Broderick. So it states on wWww.detnews.com. 

It seems celebrities buy these things because it 
makes them feel powerful. 

Oprah Winfrey, for instance, is the first 
woman billionaire and she lives in a mansion 
worth $50 million if not more, reported by 
vhI.com. 

I believe she bought the house because she 
truly wanted it, not because she wanted to show 
off her money. 

VH1 also reported that rapper Nelly owns 20 
cars. (I thought Travolta’s six cars were a lot) 
Plus, Nelly’s house is worth about $4.2 million. 

We all probably think that the money celebri- 
ties spend on houses and properties are a lot but 
they make millions of dollars a year so to them 
it’s nothing. 

There are lots of stars trying to fulfill their 
dreams. We may think they are purchasing 
ridiculous things, but to them they are purchasing 
things they need to live the lives they want. 

All of this might seem ridiculous, but I say 
they work for their money, so they can spend it 
however they want. 
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WB? reflects on favorites of ‘04 


staffEDITORIAL 


ow that 2005 is well on 

its way, the WB? staff 

took some time to look 
back on their personal favorites of 
2004. 

Kevin Baresic: movie, 
Dodgeball, CD, Tupac’s Loyal to 
the Game; moment, “When I got 
my job. Now I can get money.” 

Tim Bradburn: movie, 
Spiderman 2; CD, Hoobastank’s 
The Reason; moment, “When I got 
my license.” 

Ariel Case: movie, Shrek 2; CD, 
Tim McGraw’s Live Like You 
Were Dying; moment, “When Ellie 
Carolus hit Liz Evans in the face 
with her purse really hard and 
pulled out a fake brick during our 
1920’s enrichment.” 


Tm has been 
OVAT A Year 
sinc2Q M2 


capture andl 
Saddam stil 
hasnt+ met 
with his lawyers. 
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Sandy Dunwoody: movie, 
Eternal Sunshine of a Spotless 
Mind; CD; Black Eyed Peas’ 
Elephunk; 
moment, “Going to a Mindless Self 
Indulgence show in spring.” 

Kyle Ellis: movie, The Passion 
of the Christ, CD, U2’s How To 
Dismantle an Atomic Bomb; 
moment, “In October my old youth 
pastor had the opening of his new 
church in inner-city Detroit. I 
hadn’t seen him or many of my 
friends that moved up with him in 
several months so it was great to 
see them again.” 

Samantha Goldsberry: 

Movie, Secret Window; CD, Franz 
Ferdinand’s Franz Ferdinand; 
moment, “When my little sister 
first walked into my arms.” 


Sarah Leavell: movie, Mean 
Girls; CD, Green Day’s American 
Idiot, moment, “When the staff 
went to Ball State.” 

Diana Nguyen: movie, The 
Notebook; CD, Usher’s Confes- 
sions; moment, “When I was in 
NYC over winter break and I 
almost got arrested because I forgot 
my ID and they thought I could be 
a possible terrorist.” 

Zach Norris: movie, The Avia- 
tor, CD, Eminem’s Encore, Green 
Day’s American Idiot, moment, 
Red Sox winning the World Series. 

Santanna Ramsey: movie, 
Splanglish, CD, Alicia Keys’ The 
Diary of Alicia Keys; moment, 
“When I started talking to my 
Grandpa Larry.” 

Telysha Richardson: 

Movie, Ray; CD, Rascal Flatts’ It 
Feels Like Today; moment, “At the 
obstacle course when Adrienne 
Clevenger fell and hurt her foot, 
and yelled to Sachi Janiek that she 
would have kicked her butt any- 
way!” 

Katelyn Stayton: movie, The 
Saw; CD, Ashlee Simpson’s 
Autobiography; moment, The 
Michael Jackson trial. 

Nick Stieber: movie, Meet the 
Fockers; CD, Green Day’s Ameri- 
can Idiot; moment, Michael Jack- 
son getting caught with little boys. 

Adviser Pete Baney: movie, 
Spiderman 2; CD, Green Day’s 
American Idiot; moment, “I’m very 
happy with how the yearbook 
(from last year) turned out. I’m 
also really enjoying my family 
more. It’s rewarding watching my 
kids grow up and having more fun 
with them.” 
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Ft. Wayne Is 
not that obese 


am concerned about the recent 

newspaper. It has come to my 

attention that you had an article on 
Fort Wayne being the fourth fattest city. 

You say the reasons for our city being 
obese are video games, TV and the 
internet. I disagree. 

Video games have become so advanced 
that people can now exercise using Dance 
Dance Revolution, where you use your 
feet instead of your hands. 

You can also play another game, called 
Eye Toy, where you can see yourself on 
the screen and interact with the game to 
achieve a total workout. You can even use 
both of these games combined. 

Of course, not everybody has those 
games, but they can always go to Putt Putt 
or Tokens and Tickets. I see many people 
from Northrop there, working up a sweat 
on the “Dance Dance Revolution” 
machine. 

There are so many skinny people 
walking around Ft. Wayne that it sort of 
makes you wonder why we’re the fourth 
fattest city, anyway. I have a medical 
source that says they have more patients 
come in with bulimia than obesity. So, 
besides our fast food restaurants, why 
really are we the fourth fattest city? 


-senior Lydia Bultemeyer 


More news 
substance 
please 


enjoy our school’s periodical, and 

read it monthly, often cover to 

cover. But 
it has become more blatantly obvious that 
many of your articles are fluffy substitutes 
for intellect and substance. 


WB? /- Jan. 2005 


ake no mistake about it, 
reality television has swept 
the nation. 

Actually, according to the Nielsen 
ratings a total of 36 million people 
watch the three most popular reality 
shows, Survivor, Lost and The Appren- 
tice on any given night. 

With a little bit of 
thought, this should 
come as no surprise. 
Reality television 
depicts our culture all 
too well. 

We live in a sex 
crazed, money 
seeking, deceitful 
world and many 


that resembles a moral 
or ethical boundary. 
From this form of 
so-called entertainment, we are promot- 
ing things like swapping spouses, lying 


kyleELLIS 


severe weight problems into seemingly 
fictional characters for prime time 
television. 

It’s a sad reality. 

Take MTV’s popular reality series 
The Real World for example. On this 


having sex or doing other sexual things. 
The fan bases of Real World are 


the high school age. 
Interestingly, according to a 2003 
study done by The National Campaign 
to End Teen Pregnancy, 61.6 percent of 
all high school seniors had admitted to 
having sex at least once. 
The connection is hard to ignore. 
On one of the final episodes of 


More and more I find the urge to slap 
myself in the face as I read pieces that 
entail what so-and-so bought for his 
parents for Christmas, or how much a 
semi-formal dress costs, or who got ina 
fender-bender. 

I almost feel offended. 

Are you marketing to silly preteens? 
Teenagers are not stupid. 

Give us something to read. How about 


The sad reality of reality TV 


Perspective 


people lack anything ; i j 


for a buck, and turning those who suffer 


show the roommates are frequently seen 


those in the 14-21 year old age group, or 


Survivor Vanuatu, a contestant swore 
on the memory of a dead relative that 
what she was saying to another contes- 
tant was the absolute truth. 

She lied. 

It’s sad anymore to see what people 
will do to gain a buck. Do family ties 
mean nothing if someone stands to 
profit? This is the world we are living 
in. 

Am I overreacting to a problem that 
doesn’t really exist? Perhaps. Neverthe- 
less, you can’t ignore shows mirror the 
reality of our culture too well. 

When I come across some of these 
shows I see moral decline, and it 
bothers me. We claim to be a nation 
with high ethical standards, yet our 
society fails to live by these principles. 

Take The Bachelor and The 
Bachelorette for instance, on these 
shows they turn relationships into a 
game where if your so-called love lasts, 
you get a fat check. 

Some love that is. Since when is 
love supposed to be secondary to 
money? 

In reality it isn’t, but in these shows 
it is. 

This isn’t to say all reality television 
shows are bad. Shows like The Amaz- 
ing Race and American Idol are 
certainly fine. But many of these shows 
do more than provide “entertainment” 
for their viewers. They also provide a 
window into the reality of our culture. 

The fact is, these truly are reality 
telivision shows. They depict the reality 
of what we value as a culture. 

Many people would admit to being 
addicted to reality TV- but is this any 
different from being addicted to what 
these shows depict? 


informing us of world affairs? Or talk 
candidly about drug addiction with a drug 
addict at our school? 

Discuss with someone who is sexually 
active why they choose to be, and then 
with someone who is not. Give us some- 
thing that interests us, that will honestly 
affect our lives. Thank you. 


-junior Megan Danalds 
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Salvia D, a legal high 


t’s a tongue twister. Salvia 

divinorum. Say it five times fast, 

and your words get jumbled. Smoke 
it, and you won’t get in trouble. 

Salvia is a psychotropic drug native to 
Mexico. The Mazatec indians of Mexico 
have used this drug from the mint family 
for centuries in healing ceremonies and to 
induce visions. 

It can be smoked, chewed or brewed, 
and the effect is vivid hallucinations for a 
peak of only 20 minutes or less. 

You don’t have to go all the way to 
Mexico to experience salvia. According to 
the National Drug Intelligence Center 
(NDIC), salvia divinorum is most often 
distributed via the Internet, for prices 
ranging from $15-$120 per ounce. 
Websites such as www.salviasupply.com 
even sell salvia wholesale. 

But, in Ft. Wayne, all someone has to 
do to get salvia is drive to Twenty Past 
Four at 3138 Broadway St. Salvia runs for 
$30 a gram there. I was assured by an 
employee on the phone that it would be 
“well worth the money.” 

I was taken aback when I heard this. 
Never have I heard a drug being discussed 
so casually. 

The American Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) now includes salvia 
divinorum in it’s list of “drugs and 
chemicals of concern”, and is considering 
adding the herb to its list of controlled 
substances. As of today, it is an unsched- 
uled (legal) and uncontrolled drug. 

Some supporters of salvia argue that the 
DEA should be more concerned with 
public health issues, not drug experimen- 
tation, as no negative psychological side 
effects have been discovered in research, 
and there is a lack of evidence of any 
health risks. 

I agree. 

Richard Glen Boire, co-director and 
legal counsel for the Center for Cognitive 
Liberty and Ethics, said “Yes, they have a 
responsibility with respect to public 
health, but they’re confusing that with a 
responsibility to prevent people from 
altering their consciousness.” 

If the DEA makes salvia illegal, 
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it would be taking away the 
right of a person to control 
their own state of being. This 
is not ethical. 

Also, if salvia 
becomes illegal, more people 
are going to want to try it. 

“If Salvia is made 
illegal, to some people it’s 
going to become more 
attractive,” 
said Boire. 

Fur- 
thermore, 
salvia trips 
are ex- 
tremely 
intense, and 
most often 
those that try 
it find it’s 
effects 
unsettling. 
Only a small 
amount of 
people try it, 
and even a fewer try it fora 
second time. 

Salvia is only one of 
several legal herbal drugs such 
as ayahuasca, yopo, peyote, 
kratom, and absinthe. Where 
will it stop? 

When using salvia, it’s 
strongly recommended to have 
a sober sitter present. As long 
as a sitter present and this does 
not interfere with daily life, I 
don’t see why this shouldn’t 
be legal. 

Let’s keep an open mind. 
Saying no for no reason is 
child’s play. 

I believe salvia should 
stay legal, as long as users 
have a sitter present, and no 
negative side effects are 
discovered. 

We are given free will 
from birth. If we eliminate 
choices, we eliminate free will. 

Let it be. 


Soapbox 


sandy 
DUNWOODY 


mullite 


e€cor 


Should safe sex 
be taught in 
school? 


No, because 
everyone 
should 
already 
know that. 


cael 


-sophomore Nick 
Wilson 


Yes, so 
teenagers 
don’t get 
pregnant or 
STDs. 


-junior 
Andrea Case 


Yes, people 
in this 


environment 
need to 
protect 

se een ee themselves. 

Schible 

Yes, it’s 

important 

everyone 

practice 

safe sex. -senior Jeff 


Gomori 
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Are tanning beds really worth it? 


katelynSTAYTON 


ay in a bed for 20 minutes and get out looking like a 
different person. Who wouldn’t want that? 

Tanning has become more common in the past 10 
years. Some people go just to relax, others go before vacations so 
they don’t burn. Others just go for the look. 

Many celebrities are never pale. Being tan makes you more 
confidant and it looks fresh. There is nothing attractive about 
having pasty white skin. 

But, there are some dangers to be aware of. Nothing happens 
right away, but eventually skin cancer can occur. Also, when you 
get older you can get wrinkles easier. 

According to www.dermatology.ca.com each time skin is 
exposed to sun and becomes tanned or burned, damage is done to 
individual cells and to DNA. 

When someone looks too dark from tanning, to me that is 
unattractive. People shouldn’t look like they aren’t their true tone. 

There are some people who think it’s a waste on money. 
And they do have a point. Tanning can get pretty expensive. But 
to some people it’s all worth it. 

The safer way to tan is mystic tan. It’s a spray-on tan that 
only last for a couple weeks if you don’t keep it up. You can see 
results after only doing it twice. The only disadvantage in Mystic 
tanning is it costs twice as much as tanning in a bed. It is much 
safer but more expensive than tanning in a bed. 

Tanning during the summer is a waste. When you can go 
outside and get a natural tan, why waste your money so you can 
tan faster. 

When tanning there are decisions you have to make. You are 
supposed to wear goggles so you don’t ruin your vision from the 
lights. Some people don’t wear them just because if you get to 
brunt you can look like a raccoon. 

It’s not worth it for 
some people. Some 
people don’t mind what 
tone their skin is in the 
winter. 

Personally, I think 
having a light bronze 
tan is very attractive. 
Looking ghostly white 
is not the look. Being 
tan also makes people 
look slimmer. 

Tanning can 
change the way people 
look and feel in such a 
short period of time. 
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ark brown bronze skin is in and the pasty pale-looking 

skin is out. Teens, including many Bruins, actually 

think by darkening their skin they will look more 
attractive. 

Many believe that if they tan in a tanning bed it will help their 
looks and boost their confidence. Think twice. 

Blinded by the thoughts of dark attractive skin, people have 
missed warnings that tanning bed companies give to customers. 

Tanning too often can cause mild to severe skin cancer. It can 
also give people dry skin and bumps on their skin from sun 
poisoning. 

Recently, researchers from Dartmouth University medical 
school interviewed over a thousand people with and without skin 
cancer. 

Their results found out that people who went tanning in a 
tanning bed had two times the chance of getting skin cancer than 
the others that got cancer a different way. 

Many Bruins I know at went tanning before semi-formal so 
they could get that nice, dark perfect-looking skin. 

Feeling confident, they actually tanned a few times before the 
dance in order to get the darkest tan possible. Some of these 
students were cautious and didn’t over due their tanning. Others, 
unfortunately, were not. 

These students didn’t put a limit on themselves. Now they 
have drier, burnt, bumpier skin and feel awful. 

Is this what these students wanted? Of course not. 

So why does it happen? Possibly peer pressure. Their friends 
had dark, tan skin so they wanted to get that look. Tan skin does 
look nice but it’s not worth the risk of skin cancer. 

What we have to understand is that not everyone reacts 
to the rays of tanning beds in the same way. 

Are tanning 
beds unsafe? 
They aren’t if 
you put a limit 
on it. 

Tanning 
companies and 
suntan lotion 
companies have 
done the best 
they can to give 
us warnings on 
how we should 
tan. Now we just 
need to listen to 

them. 


shelby vorndran 


Forum-/ 21 


One university. 
Two great names. 


“Come 
visit us! 


Multicultural Campus Visit Day 


as : Questions? 
pissed ik ya. : Aleshia Panbamrung 
Assistant Director of Admissions, 

Multicultural Recruitment 

260-481-6812 

panbamra@ipfw.edu 

www.ipfw.edu 
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“We Are A Full Service Florist” 

WHITE SWAN PLAZA 9119 LIMA ROAD 
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 46818 
PHONE (260} 489-9626 
(260) 489-6682 


Ready For spring! 


3 Months Tanning 


$35 Down then 
$1 per Visit 


With Coupon and Student ID. 


POSTNET 


CREATE ¢° DUPLICATE ¢ DELIVER 


69-Cent Color Copies 


With Coupon 
Expires March 27, 2005 


Coldwater Crossing 
5525A Coldwater Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 


483-3727 
Fax: 483-2429 


penta 
10 Regular Sessions $20 Hot New Bulbs! 
| 


Malibu Tanning 
492-0477 


Maplewood Plaza 
Stellhorn & Maplecrest 


home 0 4. 1GReiBed Must Bring Coupon 


Books 


10; off purchase) 
with coupon 


behind Georgetown &‘in\Time Carne 


i i 


4% 
$3 
i 


WE ARE UNLIKE ANY TANNING SALON 
YOU HAVE EVER SEEN! 


WRERICA 


January 
Specials 


Visit our Web site for monthly 
specials all year long. 
www.tropicalillusionstan.com 


— 
Does your school’s paper come out | 

close to the end of the month? | 
| 


H 
| 


| 


Would you like to see our specials as 
soon as they are available? 


Visit out Web site. Our monthly 
specials are always there, before you 
get your school paper!! 


TROPICAL 
~ [LLUSTONS 


SESSIONS 
W/O FACIAL 


SAVE 10 BUCKS 


A 20 MINUTE 


i ONE PER CUSTOMER 


Fela U2F1S 


Free Tan Weekend 


PU" Salis i Toric 
7am-10am Mon-Sat 5 “i015 


20 MINUTE 
SESSIONS 


cette t SALE II OPOER COTE RT EXPIRES 6 505 1°05 


Tropical Illusions Tan Shop 
3912 W. Jefferson Blvd. 
Ft. Wayne IN. 46804 
260-459-8882 


Parkwest Shopping Center 
Across from Jefferson Pointe 


Maui Combo 


Tan in our Mega-bed 
then use the Mystic Spray for the | 
Ultimate tan 


SAVE 10 BUCKS 


FLOWERS OF Mipre Picture Garden 
CANTERBURY, INC. : | 


Valentine’s 
Day 
Specials 


Roses 
Balloons 
Plush Bears 


| Bring in this ad fora 10% | 
cash and carry discount | 
expires March 1, 2005 Ly 
Children *Pets 
«Seniors *Weddings 
Call for an appointment © 
Phone: 485-7589 Fax: 485-1373 (260) 244-0100 


808 West Washington Center Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 


Clem’s Collectibles | | 92% 2<tteries 


(260) 657-3281 


Glenbrook Square 5950 Stellhorn Rd. 
Sports Memorabilia 

Sports Cards Game Tournaments 

Nascar 


Games C 
Comics ales 


480-7087 485-5235 LIMA ROAD DENTISTRY 


Hal Atkinson, DDS « Angie King, DDS 
www.clemscollectibles.com Gentle Family Dentistry & Orthodontics 


Comics 


Bring in this ad S 9\S5 005 LIMA ROAD 
and get 10% off l fo). A Fort Wayne, IN 46818 
expires June 30, 2005 GORY Raa 489-4090 


. Www.webabychickens.com 


Foreign exchange 
students, Bruinss 
talk about th@America 
that lately seems to be 
sparking strong opinions 
around the globe 


Old Auburn Rd. 


Buy one ride 


SNWDOOGR GO-MART THACK 


wo”) GET N THE RACE. 


offer expires 
June 18. 2005 Sunday - Thursday 114m To 10PmM 


Friday and Saturda 11AmM To 1AM 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! ... ANDO OTHER FUN STUFF! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


501 5 SPEEDWAY Dr. 12-ft. Video Screen ” 
Electric Darts Daring and difficult! 


Fr. Wayne, IN 46825 Video Games Use the brakes or lose the race! 
Ping-Pong Challenge this indoor road course 
Phone: 483-9968 SHEL AECL Great music and a night club atmosphere 


Billiards 
Fax: 471 -/761 New race track in Ft. Wayne on the north end of 


Speedway Drive, in the Rhino truck-lining building 
Sorry, No Open-ToeD SHOES On Go-KarTs The only one of its kind in the entire state of Indiana 
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You have to be vigilant; always on the go. 


-Northrop resource officer Bob Elmer 


Teacher Al Jacquay contests diploma changes, defends electives 


(news p4) 

The American image: A multicultural look at this big country of ours 
(insight pp8-11) 

Gymnastics seventh in state, aiming to make title meet 

(sports p12) 

Teacher by day, actor by night: Teacher Brian Hill stars in Picnic 
(premiere p15) 

Pro\Con: Does the new Iraqi democracy stand a chance? 

(forum p21) 
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Diploma requirements to change 


Jacquay to Indy, lobbies for students to keep elective choices 


kyleELLIS 
ZACNNORRIS 


I made the trip trying to keep electives because 
they are important to everyday learning. 


-art department co-chair Al Jacquay 


urrently, the state of Indiana and 

new Indiana governor Mitch 

Daniels are working on changing 
the standards of receiving high school 


diplomas. a new technical honors diploma will be could occur is the potential lessening of 
First off, proposals are in the works to created. electives that a student will be able to take. 
modify the Core 40 diploma in such a way The revamped academic honors In response, art teacher and department 
that its standards will become the new diploma will force students to meet the co-head Al Jacquay recently took a trip to 
minimum diploma. Changes will also be new Core 40 standards (the grade Indianapolis to lobby before the Core 40 
made to the academic honors diploma, and standards already in place), and will committee of the state department of 
require a education. 
pears = : combination of “Students need choices in school to 
Art teacher and department co-chair Al Jacquay recently the following: get out of the dreary habit of normal 
travelled to Indianapolis and spoke to the state depart- AP or dual high classes,” said Jacquay. “Electives are a 
ment of education to lobby against current proposals to - school/college way for students to explore the future.” 
change Indiana diploma requirements. Jacquay also credits, a 1200 Jacquay said he also went to speak for 
spoke in defense of electives which he believes need to on the SAT or students so they would not be put ina 
be maintained. ; 26o0nthe ACT, situation that would force fewer electives. 
or an interna- “T made the trip trying to keep 
tional baccalau- _ electives because they are important to 
reate diploma. everyday learning,” said Jacquay. 
(Currently, the In the Northrop guidance office 
this diploma can however, Core 40 changes are favored by 
only be earned guidance coordinator Cleve Million. 
at South Side “This change is meant to benefit 
High School.) students,” said Million. “By having them 
The creation take harder classes so that they’re ready 
of a technical and better prepared to go on to college.” 
honors diploma Under the new education proposals, the 
is being de- state will also raise the dropout age to 18 
signed to years old, in contrast to the 16-year-old 
challenge limit now. 
students to meet If Indiana lawmakers have their say, 
the grade these changes will take effect beginning 


requirements of — with the freshmen class of 2010. 
an academic 
honors 
diploma, while 
eee: Sometimes good plans 
career-directed : 

electives and need time before you 
eit receive expected results. 


technical 
"> certification of -Northrop principal Barb 


some kind. 
Bat peeps Ahlersmeyer 


the biggest 
change that 
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lately, as shown by 
recent morning tardy 
line. In response, 
administrators have 
ad led y bel 
among other mea- 
. Below, Assistant 
principal Fred Blanks 
checks in tardy 
students and hands out 
detentions. 


‘Let’s go ladies 
and gentlemen. 
Let’s get there!’ 


Increases 1n tardiness resulting in changes including new 
soft bells, roundups, harsher punishments for Bruins 


telyshaRICHARDSON 


Eventually the amount of tardy round-ups 
will begin to depreciate. 

“No, because it makes us miss our 
learning time,” said senior Bryan Valencia 
about how he thinks tardy round-ups are 
ineffective. 

If a student is caught in a tardy round- 
up they are generally given a detention 


he question is now being heard 
often in Northrop’s hallways: Was 
that the soft bell or the hard bell? 

Bruins are still getting used to it and 
they’Il have to. 

Because of the growing tardy problem 
administrators added a soft bell prior to 
final tardy bells to remind students they 
only have one minute until class begins. 

Before first period begins there are a 
total of three bells that ring. There is the 
five-minute warning bell the one-minute 
soft beJl and the final tardy bell. 

Lately we have also had more tardy 
round ups than in prior years, this is to 
ensure that the new soft bell is effective. 
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students. 


-principal Barb Ahlersmeyer 


sniwuod poissef 


and sent back to class. If 
students are late too many 
times they can have their 
work permits taken away or 
their license revoked. 

“If you do them (tardy 
round-ups) too frequently 
then it will eliminate the need 
for them,” said principal Barb 
Ahlersmeyer. 

According to attendance 
secretary Karen Didion there 
are anywhere from 60-100 
students tardy on average 
throughout the day. 

Ahlersmeyer claims the 
new soft bell is working. It 
helps to remind students that 
class is going to start. 
However, it can also 
be confusing to 
students and some 
teachers. 

Students have a 
hard time distin- 
guishing them and 
some are late 
because they 
thought it was the 
soft bell and it really 
wasn’t. 

“T don’t like the 
soft bell, I get 
confused which one 
"is soft,” said junior 
Cheryl Doan. 

However, Ahlersmeyer 
has a much more positive 
reaction. 

“The soft bell has made 


JUOd polssof 
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a big difference. I don’t want kids to be in 
trouble if we can avoid it.” 

“Most of the time, students just lose 
sense of time while talking to their friends 
in the halls,” she explained. 

In the end, according to assistant 
principal Chery] Strader, the soft bell is 
just a measure to ensure the promptness of 


The soft bell has made a big difference. I don’t 
want kids to be in trouble if we can avoid it. 
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Annual Scholastic Art 
winners named 


Twenty junior and senior art students recently re- 
ceived honors in the annual Scholastic Art Awards 
contest. 

Students entered paintings, drawings, ceramics, glass, 
jewelry, sculpture, prints, photographs, graphic design 
and digital imagery. 

Top winners received gold keys, followed by silver 
key and certificate winners. 

“Everybody did a good job,” said teacher and art 
department head Annette Leeuw. “We always have a lot 
of good artwork to put in.” 

The winning artwork will be displayed at the Ft. 
Wayne Museum of Art, in the main gallery, through 
March 3. 

The Scholastic Art winners include: senior Brittany 
Albertson, photography certificate; senior Jessica Couch, 
photography certificate; junior Ashley Derickson, 
ceramics/glass silver key. 

Also, senior Bobbi Dreyer, design/jewelry certificate; 
senior Sandy Dunwoody, digital imagery and drawing 
certificates; junior Lisa Evans, ceramics/glass certificate; 
senior Darlene Garcia, drawing gold key. 

Also, junior Joel Grillo, mixed media certificate; 
senior Amanda Holt, photography silver key; senior 
Kristine MacDonald, mixed media silver key; senior 
Pamela Miles, digital imagery gold key and drawing 
certificate. 

Also, senior Zach Morel, photography gold key and 
certificate; senior Archana Narang, photography gold 
key; junior Jessica Pontius, digital imagery and photogra- 
phy certificates; senior Cortney Remke, photography 
silver key. 

Also, junior Lindsay Roseberry, photography certifi- 
cate; senior Micah Shadowen, digital imagery gold key 
and drawing certificate; junior Carly Sorge, drawing gold 
key and certificate; junior Anne Thieme, ceramics/glass 
certificate; junior Shelby Vorndran, drawing certificate. 


Academic Super Bowl 
kicks off March 2 


The Academic Super Bow] team is starting to form, and with 
hopes of maintaining a championship attitude as many other 
teams and activities at Northrop. 

Even though the academic team will not start competing until 
March 2 they have already begun to practice. 

“The team has been practicing regularly by gathering 
information to keep up with their topics,” said sponsor Frank 
Ebetino. 

In fact, Bruins are still able to join Academic Super Bowl 
fine arts team. Other academic teams that compete are in areas 
of English, math, science and social studies, etc. 


6 / News 


Speech team 7-3; Deventer 
eighth in state congress 


The Bruin speech team competed in the state debate and congress 
tournament on Feb. 4 and 5 at Kokomo High School. Top Bruin 
finisher was junior Maree Deventer capturing eighth place. Senior 
Kyle Ellis also participated, but ended in octa-finals round. 

For the overall season, the speech team has won a total of seven 
meets so far, and placed lower in only three. 

Thirty speakers also competed recently in the Northfield varsity 
invitational speech tournament on Feb. 5 at Wabash. 

Leading the Bruins here with individual championships were 
sopohomore Caty Deventer in drama, sophomore Alyssa Welles in 
oratorical interpretation, junior Ashley Minyard in domestic extempo- 
raneous and impromptu speaking, and seniors Buffy Esslinger in 
humor and Alicia Wireman in original oratory. 

“There’s a core of people doing very well. But we’re buckling 
down for the tournaments,” said head speech coach Linc Record. 


Athletic Council selecting 
candidates tn March 


The purpose of the Northrop student athletic council is to serve as 
a liaison between the athletes and the coaching staff. The athletic 
department will work with elementary and middle school students in 
Northrop’s feeder schools, work in various community activities, be 
involved with school spirit activities, and organize various student- 
athlete activities. 

The council currently has 24 members and when the 2004-2005 
school year is over, the athletic council will be losing 13 seniors, 
which is nearly half. 

Any Bruin can join if they are a member of a sports team, have a 
3.0 grade point average, have a strong attendance record, and show 
leadership qualities. The candidates for the council will be chosen at 
the beginning of March. 

“We are hoping that many people turn in their applications,” said 
athletic director Mike McMillen. “We need a lot of dedicated 
students, especially girls.” 


SADD chain links, alcohol 
awareness week coming 


SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions) will be 
making their chain links for alcohol awareness week starting 
March 1. 

These chain links are for students pledging not to drink 
alcohol during spring break, prom and graduation. 

Members of SADD and sponsor Lilly Mikol had origi- 
nally planned to hang the chain links in Glenbrook Mall. 
However, if they are unable to, they will hang them up in the 
main hallway of Northrop as they have done in the past. 

“We hope to have a positive influence on students at 
Northrop, where they choose to make responsible deci- 
sions,” said Mikol. 
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~ Northrop resource officers Tim Bogenschutz (farthest car) and 
Bob Elmer communicate on a daily basis while keeping Northrop 
safe. “I hope we can continue to enjoy a safe and secure environ- 
ment here at Northrop,” said Bogenschutz. 
Below, Although Bogenschutz is technically Elmer’s boss, the two 
disciplinarians work closely together and are confidants to their 
students each day. Here, they are with freshman Javier Morales. 
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Blue 


See through the eyes of a 
Northrop resource officer; get 
a look into what they do for 
our school, students 


samanthaGOLDSBERRY 


hree men in blue. Northrop security officers 
Tim Bogenschutz, John Greenlee and Bob 
Elmer. Their mission: Keep Northrop safe. 

New to Northrop, Elmer used to work in the 
patrol division of the Ft. Wayne police department. There, 
he drove squad cars for routine patrolling. 

“T was ready for a change. I thought it would be an 
interesting challenge,” said Elmer of taking the leap to 
high school officer work. 

Bogenschutz is both Elmer and Greenlee’s boss, ranked 
as a lieutenant. Four stars dress his uniform on his right 
chest, signifying 22 years of service. He has been stationed 
at Northrop for six to seven years, and has worked 14 
years total for FWCS. 

“You get to see the kids at their best, like at sporting 
events and concerts. You get to see them progress through 
high school and see how they have matured,” he said. 

“My favorite part is dealing with the kids. If a student 
has a legal question, I will do my best to help them,” said 
Elmer. 

One student struck up a conversation with Elmer about his stepmother, who just passed 
away. Elmer consoled the student, something he and his fellow resource officers do daily. 

“My own mother had to deal with diabetes,” said Elmer. 

Elmer and Bogenschutz said that even though they like to have conversations with 
students, they still have to be disciplinarians. Elmer showed this part of his job stopping for a 
moment to deal with some students roughhousing. 

“You have to be vigilant; always on the go,” said Elmer. 

Elmer headed back to the officers’ office located in student services to catch up on some 
work. In the middle of the afternoon, Greenlee came in to get something from a filing 
cabinet. Elmer jokingly told him the interview was about how to stop police violence. 

“Thanks Bob,” said Greenlee. 
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s we celebrate Patriotic week at Northrop, some may question whether 
the attitude and image of “America the Beautiful” is what it used to be. 
Recently, America has been under severe scrutiny in the media, 

around the world, and at home. And it’s not only because of what’s 
currently happening in Iraq or tsumani-ravaged Asia. The very word America lately seems to bring out 
stronger and stronger opinions, both good and bad. 

So what is the story on America today? Who are we? What are we? 
AUS. history teacher and some everyday Bruins sound off. A french, german and african foreign 
exchange student at Northrop shed some light too on how the world is seeing and thinking about us. 


An American view 


he first idea that came to mind for most Bruins: freedom. 
“You have the freedom to do whatever you want,” said sophomore Evelyn Ayala. 

It does say in our national anthem that America is the land of the free, which is true considering the number of freedoms we have 
compared to most other countries. 

Senior Derek Bartrom pointed out that leaders of America worry more about helping other countries before helping their own. 

“We’re raising all this money to aid in the tsunami disaster that we should use to help our own country,” said Bartrom. 

When the tsunami hit southern Asia back in December, America raised millions for a relief fund. Not too long after that, there were 
landslides and mudslides wiping out parts of California. No nationwide relief for that. Bartrom’s point proven? 

U.S. history teacher Dave Piepho began to speak about recent changes for America, such as proposals to overhaul social security. 

“T don’t think current changes reflect what people want to see,” said Piepho. 

For these Bruins, change is definitely needed somehow for America. Change that will benefit all social classes. 
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A French view 


F° many Bruins, the chance to go to a 
foreign country and experience a 
different culture just doesn’t happen. 

But that is just what french exchange 
student Francois Dosne gets to do. As a 
junior, he is one of the few at Northrop 
that has the chance to experience this. Not 
only does he add diversity to our school, 
he is gaining new pespectives of America. 

“T love America. The people are very 
welcoming,” he said. 


Running for the Northrop cross-country 
and track teams also has been anew 
experience for Dosne. 

“People in France are focused into their 
schoolwork and there’s not much time to 
play sports,” he said. 

As he sees it, Dosne said the french 
compared to Americans tend to be more 
polite and have more manners. They 
don’t seem to like our leaders either. 

“T would say overall the french have a 
positive view on America. It’s just that we 
don’t agree with Bush,” said Dosne. 

He said France has the same basic 
political system as America. They just 

don’t like U.S. 
meee President George 
~~ W. Bush. Especially 
when it comes to 
Iraq. 

According to 
Dosne, the french 
criticize how Bush 
carries out his 
politics and they 
question his 
motives. 

“We don’t think 
it was necessary for 
Bush to chase after 
Saddam Hussein (in 
Iraq),” he said. 
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culture: Junior french 

exchange student / 

Francois Dosne not only i i 4 

experiences new sports @ 

in America, such as Ss 

track (here at Northrop), 

he also brings a little 
culture of hisownasa 
rugby player. “People in 
France are focused into 

_their schoolwork and — 
there’s not much time to 
play sports,” he said. — 


Individual lockers are a big 
change for junior german 
exchange student Anne 
Thieme, because german 
students usually carry 
bookbags only during 
school. 


A German view 


ee in Berlin, Germany, is a differ- 
ent way of life for teens in America, 

but for junior Anne Thieme she just refers 
to it as home. 

Thieme is a german foreign exchange 
student who visited America about a year 
ago, and is now at Northrop. 

“America’s city structure is way 
different than Germany’s,” she said. 
“Germany’s buildings are really close 
together. You can walk practically 
everywhere. You don’t really need 
transportation.” 

Thieme said schools in America also 
are much bigger. They have a lot more 
classes during the day and they’re all 45 
minutes long. 

“Tt’s fun because our school doesn’t 
have as much school spirit as Northrop. 
Germany doesn’t have many school 
sports,” said Thieme. 

She added that no one so far has made 
her feel unwelcome. Everyone has been 
very nice to show her around. Here, she 
said Americans were very open-minded 
and always willing to help. 

Thieme did seem to feel that Americans 


mystery maynard 
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were more religious than 
germans. 

“Also, Americans apologize 
for everything. I catch being 
looked at, and they’!] always 
say they’re sorry,” she said. 
She didn’t understand why. 

She said Germany’s 
political system is pretty 
similar to America’s, with a 
president and representatives. 

But for Thieme, her biggest 
problem with America was the 
pollution and unhealthy food. 
Again, she didn’t understand 
why. 

“America has a lot of fast 
food restaurants and most 
people drive. And with all the 
factories, it’s getting really 
bad,” she said. 


We don’t think it was necessary for 
Bush to chase after Saddam Hussein. 


-french foreign exchange junior Francois Dosne 


An African view 


iving in America is very 
different for junior Abdul Balaraby a 
foreign exchange student from Nigeria in 
Africa. (His full first name is Abdulkadir.) 
He moved here with his father and brother 
last September. His mom still lives in Nigeria. 
Before Balaraby came to America, he 
thought the people were going to be rude and 
stuck up, but later realized they weren’t that 
bad. 
“The people here treat me with respect and 
the students at school are kind also,” he said. 
In Nigeria, they don’t play as many sports 
like Americans do. They don’t play football, 
and they don’t have wrestling or gymnastics 
either for example. 
“We do have soccer and that’s one of my 
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\ US. history’ 

___—_'teacher Dave 
__ Piepho likes to ~ 
teach the 
diversity of ~ 
America and 

its relations to 
__ others. 
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favorite things to do,” he said. 

After Balaraby finishes his schooling in 
America, including college, he plans to go back to 
Nigeria. When, he’s not exactly sure yet. 

“America has good education opportunities and 
better housing,” he said. 

When Balaraby goes back to his home country, 
he said he wants to be able to take what he has 
learned, especially about computers, and teach 
what he knows to the people of Nigeria. 

Among some of the major differences, he said 
Americans eat a lot of different foods that he and 
his father and brother had to get used to. 

According to Balaraby, in a Nigerian’s mind, 
America is still a beautiful country. And politi- 
cally, he said Africans view America’s system as 
good overall. But it stops there. 

They, too, do not like President Bush. 

“We don’t like President Bush because he 
started this (Iraq) war,” said Balaraby. 


African foreign exchange junior Abdul Balaraby 
doesn’t play volleyball in Africa, nor most other . 
America sports. “We have soccer and that’s one 
of my favorite things to do,” he said. 
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Gymnastics undefeated 
at 8-0, seventh in state 


katelynSTAYTON 


he gymnastics team’s record is an 
undefeated 8-0, earning them a 
current seventh-place state rank. 

Add in senior Brianna Neumann, 
defending uneven bars state champ. She 
is currently ranked in the state’s top 10 on 
the uneven bars. She keeps it all in 
prespective though. 

“T don’t think about my state title. I 
work with my team,” said Neumann. 

Senior twins Kelly and Kerry Coak are 
also back this season after suffering 
injuries last year. Unfortunately for Kerry, 
she tore her ACL muscle again, for the 
second time, and is sidelined for the rest 
of the season. She still supported her team 
from the sidelines during practice. 

“Tt’s going to affect my future a little 
bit because I wanted to go to college for 
gymnastics, but I’m trying to recover as 
fast as I can,” said Kerry. 

Practice began first on the uneven bars. 
The girls cheered for sophomore Megan 
Orendorff to stay tight and focused. You 
could feel the encouragement. 

The Coak twins said they were excited 
for this year. “I think we’ll do better as a 
team,” said Kelly. 

After doing a few rounds on the bars, 
the Bruin gymnasts went over to the vault. 

Here, the hardest thing for the girls 
seemed to be staying consistent and trying 
to avoid more injuries. 

“When teammates get injured, learning 
new tricks is pretty hard on the team,” 
said Orendorff. 


Right, Helping her team 
maintain its seventh- 
place state rank, 
sophomore Megan 
Orendorff does the splits 
on the beam. 

Above middle, Keeping 
her own balance on the 
beam, senior Kelly Coak 
has returned after 
tearing her ACL last 
season. 
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Still, the girls have their sights set 
on winning the state banner, as a team. 

“Some of the girls are coming back 
from injuries and they have potential 
to go all the way to state,” said head 
coach Kim Coak. 

Sophomore Dina Petridis added 
that the girls keep each other’s spirits 
up no matter where they are. 

“If someone’s having a down 
practice or meet, the whole team 
reminds us of our dream, how much 
we want to achieve it, and to keep 
trying no matter what,” said Petridis. 

Next year, six seniors will be gone, 
but the remaining team members are 
working now to prepare for losing 
these veteran gymnasts. 

“They’ ve all made an excellent 
impact on the team, but we aren’t 
going to think about next year until the 
time comes. For now, it’s this year and 
this time,” said Petridis. 
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year, she was 
_ Northrop’s first-. 
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Above, After tearing her ACL last 
year then again this year, senior 
Kerry Coak is forced to sit on the 
sidelines. Here, she still encourages 
her team with head coach Kim Coak. 
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Long wrestling 
matches could 
force class cuts 


ourteen weight classes in the 

wrestling world might seem a lot 

to the average person, but for 
Northrop wrestlers, 14 should be just 
right. No more, no less. 

Having that many classes gives the 
wrestlers a better chance to wrestle 
someone their own weight. 

Wrestlers are also 
more likely to wrestle 
someone who doesn’t 
weigh 20 pounds or 
more than they do. 

But as of now, the 
National Federation of 


Lines 


State High School 
Associations, which 
telysha influences the IHSAA 
RICHARDSON (Indiana High School 


Athletic Association), 
is looking to getting rid of the 103-pound 
weight class as well as some classes 
possibly around the 170-pound mark. The 
reasoning is that wrestling matches are 
becoming too long for fans to sit through. 

Depending on the wrestler, and if 
weight is borderline already, under this 
change a heavier wrestler might have to 
lose up to 20 pounds or more to get down 
to a new weight class. Or, a lighter 
wrestler will have to gain a lot of quick 
weight to be in a heavier class. 

As far as matches being too long, they 
shouldn’t have to get rid of weight classes 
for this. The wrestlers shouldn’t be 
punished because fans are too tired to sit 
on the bleachers and support their teams. 

Wrestlers work too hard in practices 
and in trying to stay in their respective 
weight classes. 

Even now we have Northrop wrestlers 
that spend part of their practice running 
around the building in heavy clothing just 
to drop extra pounds, and not eating, 
replacing school lunches with water and a 
granola bar. 

These wrestlers spend too much time as 
it is because they have to lose those extra 
pounds. The result is not enoough time 
practicing their techniques. 

Now imagine if they did away with 
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Junior forward Cruz 
Riéhard (below) 
averages 16 points.a 
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those extra weight classes in the middle, 
and wrestlers were forced to lose even 
more, another 15-20 pounds for example. 


They would never be in actual practice. 


They would spend all their time running 
and stressing over more weight loss. How 
much fun is that? 

Sports are supposed to be fun with the 
best part being games and matches. If a 
student is too tired to perform because he 
spends most of his practices running, then 
that could mean less technique prepara- 
tion and easier wins for the other team. 
That’s not a benefit. 

I say wrestlers overall will be unhappy 
at school and home if these class changes 
go through. Practices will become 
drudgery and matches will be exhausting. 

I say leave the weight classes as they 
are. Just because some fans are too tired 
to sit in the stands doesn’t mean that the 
teams should suffer. 

Athletics aren’t just about the fans. 
They are about the sport itself. If a fan 
cannot deal with that, they should rethink 
whether they’re even a fan at all. 


Forward 
Richard 
leading 
in 
scoring 
saranLEAVELL 


unior Cruz Richard 
is a 6-foot, 4-inch 
starting forward on 
the boys’ basketball team. 
He practices year-round, 
is a top player for the 
Bruins this year, and 
averages 16 points a game. 
Richard and his team 
will play next at Leo this 
Friday, Feb. 25. 


WB? What’s your favorite 
memory from basketball? 
CR: My first dunk fresh- 
man year. When I dunk all 
my teammates go crazy. It 
brings a good feeling. 

WB? How long have you been playing, 
and how did you get started? 

CR: Since I was about 10 or 11 years 
old, with street ball. 

WB? What’s the hardest part about 
playing basketball? 

CR: Practicing your weaknesses. 
Sometimes, they’re hard to overcome. 
WB? Who inspires you to play? 

CR: Lebron James (NBA player), 
because he worked hard to get where 
he’s at. Same as I do. 

WB? Do you think you could play in 
college? 

CR: Yes, because of my skill level. I 
have already been contacted by Wiscon- 
sin but I want to go to a division one 
school. 

WB? What is your role on the team? 
CR: I play forward, but I bring inten- 
sity. 

WB? What assets do you bring to your 
team? 

CR: Being a team player, it helps the 
team because it makes everybody 
better. 
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Girls’ basketball 
18-4; falls short 
in sectional 


With a 
season record 
of 18-4 overall, 
8-1 in the SAC, 
and a state rank 
of 11th, the 
girls’ basketball 
team ended its 
season at the 
sectional to 
South Side. 
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Seniors Jamika Banks 


Woods to play slotback for ISU 


Senior Mike Woods has signed with the Division | Indiana State Sycamore 
football team, in Terre Haute, to play slotback. 

Woods also was recruited to play football for Ball State, Memphis and Toledo 
universities of which he turned down. 

According to Woods, it was the team camaraderie that he saw at ISU that made 
the Sycamores the perfect fit. 

“The guys weren’t as down to earth (at the other schools). They (ISU) sat and 
talked with me and made me feel welcome,” said Woods. 

Woods will be taking a half-ride athletic scholarship and will be receiving 
money from the 21“ Century scholars program to cover the rest of his tuition. 

He will not have to redshirt his freshman season which was another reason he 
chose ISU. 


and Tricia Lee fight for 
possession during a 
regular season Snider 
game. The Lady Bruins 
finished 8-1 in the SAC. 


“(Beating) 
Snider back to 
back took it 
out of us 


Bradtmiller, Willis boost basketball 


“We've been struggling with some illnesses that have set us back,” said head 


emotionally and 
South Side played really well,” said head 
coach Greg Rahrer. 

According to Rahrer, the girls had a 
great season. The girls beat Harding by 20 
points, and beat Snider twice with in a 
four-day span, including one double 
overtime. 

“We are going to be a young team next 
year, but I still hope to accomplish a lot of 
good things,” said Rahrer. 


Hockey fall at city; 
Somers, Logue 
lead for state 


The Bruins advanced to the Komet Cup 
city tournament, but fell to North Side, 4- 
1, in the first round played last Saturday. 

But, they still have their state tourna- 
ment coming up and are working hard to 
stay focused. 

Some of the top scorers for the season 
include senior Mike Somers and junior 
Adam Logue. Top defensive players 
include sophomore Corey Erdley, and 
Chad Friend and Alex Rogers from other 
schools. 

“We have come along after we gradu- 
ated 12 seniors last year,” said head 
choach Dave Rogers. 

“I knew it would be a slow process, but 
I have seen improvement. I am pleased 
with the way things have been.” 

The Bruins are now 6-12-1. 
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coach Greg Peden. 

Some other improvements that need to be made, added Peden, include shooting 
the ball better. Defensively though, Peden said the team has been fairly good. 

Recent top performances include freshman Carlton Bradtmil scoring well on the 
inside. Also, freshman Jermarkis Willis is a guard and has been posting a good 
effort lately, especially with passing. 

The Bruins record is held at 5-12 as they prepare for the upcoming sectional. 


Bowling advances to semistate 


Both the boys’ and girls’ bowling teams advanced to the semistate tournament 
last Saturday in Lafayette. 

Prior to advancing to semistate, the girls had a record of 11-2, then had a nice 
showing at regionals taking second. The boys held their own as well taking sixth. 

“We did really good, got to know each other and really improved,” said senior 
girls’ bowler Terri Martin. 

If both teams advance to state, they will try hard to bring back a state champion- 
ship. 

“T feel we have a very good chance of advancing,” said junior Josh Howard. 


Boys’ swim and dive heading to 
sectional; girls’ finish 2-13 


The boys’ swim and dive team wrapped up its regular season and advanced to the 
sectional meet on Thursday and Saturday. 

“I’m real pleased with it (the season),” said head coach Lisa Ketcham. “The boys 
did a real nice job working together on the team.” 

“Our team came together really well and we got a lot of quality wins and we’re 
improving a lot,” said sophomore Aleks Fansler. 

The girls’ team, however, wrapped its season with a final overall record of 2-13. 

“They worked well together,” said Ketcham, aalso the girls’ coach. “The team 
worked hard but they just didn’t get the times.” 

Top swimmers for the season included junior Aubrey Beeson, sophomores 
Amanda Griffith, Beverly Elcock and freshman Leah Smith. 
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Hill appears on Picnic stage 


arielCASE 


s the lights flickered and 

dimmed, the audience grew 

silent, anticipating the play about 
to start, Picnic, starring Northrop’s history 
and English teacher turned actor, Brian 
Hill. 

After many strenuous practices, Hill 
made his Arena Dinner Theatre debut 
recently as Alan Seymour, a young college 
student in pursuit of the woman he loves. 

“This was a bigger role and I got to 
play a lot of different emotions: happy, 
lovey, enraged and sad,” said Hill. 

When Hill decided to start performing in 
plays, he first had to make a tough 
decision. 
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English and history teacher Brian Hill (right) 
played Alan Seymour, a college student chasing 
after the love of his life, in the play Picnic. The 
whole play is set in the backyards of widows Flo 
Owens and Helen Potts. This was also Hill's first 
performance at the local Arena Dinner Theatre. 


“T quit coaching basketball because I 
wanted to mix it up and it was something I 
always wanted to do,” he said. 

The lights slowly faded back in as the 
sound of a passing train and a barking dog 
set the stage for Labor Day morning. 

The Picnic stage was set in the backyards 
of two middle-aged widows including 
character Flo Owens, who lives with her two 
daughters Madge and Millie, and a school 
teacher. In the other lives Helen Potts with 
her mother. 

A man named Hal Carter soon breaks up 
the female estrogen filled atmosphere as he 
comes into the play shirtless and muscular 
helping the ladies with yard work. 

The cast practiced for months learning 
their lines and perfecting their parts. Hill did 
his share. 


“We would work on it 
five nights a week for a 
month,” he said. “Then at 
rehearsal you slowly stop 
looking at the lines because 
you get to know the play 
better.” 

During rehearsal, Picnic 
was broken into several 
little parts so they could 
work on one section at a 
time. Hill took time to 
practice outside the theater 
as well. 

“When I am sitting 
down, during dead time I 
look at my lines, or when | 
workout at the gym,” he 
explained. 

However, Hill said that 
the hardest part of acting is 
to keep a balance. 

“Keeping reality and the 
stage separate is the hardest 
part,” said Hill. 

Upon waiting backstage 
for his part, Hill grew 
anxious to go on stage. 

“T get a little nervous but 
it’s a good nervous. I have 
butterflies in my stomach. 
When I walk on, it’s a huge 
natural high,” he said. 

Hill’s character, Alan, 
finally heard his cue. He 
shows up to tell Madge he 
loves her. Her mom is pushing her 
towards this nice college guy, but she is 
captured by Hal’s pressence. He 
becomes enraged when he later finds 
Madge and Hal kissing in the backyard. 
The two men get in a fight over Madge, 
but in the end, Alan is left depressed 
and sad without his girl. 

Hill’s other stage works include: 
Lysistrata Project at IPFW, To Kill a 
Mockingbird at the local Civic Theater, 
Spinning into Butter, Measure for 
Measure and Julius Caeser at the First 
Presbyterian Theater downtown. 

His next performance will be How to 
Succeed in Business Without Really 
Trying. He will be playing two charac- 
ters, a business executive and a game 
show host. 

“Most students don’t realize how 
much fun it (acting) can be. It is a 
blast,” said Hill. 
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Grisham's Broker full of suspense 


kevinBARESIC 


hen stockbroker Joel 
Backman was released from 
prison on a pardon from the 


President, I was hooked. 

To know what happens next, read The 
Broker, John Grisham’s 18" thriller and 
latest no. | bestseller. 

In this novel published by Doubleday, 
readers follow Backman as he learns to 
live a life hiding from his past enemies. 
Why they’re his enemies is key as well. 

Grisham is effective yet again at luring 
readers throughout the plot. 


During the novel, there are some sneaky yet 
strong scenes. Backman’s sly tactics are effective too 
for spicing up the novel and keeping interest. 

What I didn’t like about the story was the end. It 
basically left me hanging. The story ending too 
quickly. In fact, if it weren’t for the end, I’d have to 
say this was one of the best books I ever read. The 


plot is unlike any other. 


The Broker is definitely recommended for anyone 
interested in suspense thrillers and mystery novels. 
This book was good, but not the best I’ ve ever 


read from Grisham. 


Some of his earlier legal thrillers, The Firm and 
The Summons, are more of my favorite works. 
The Broker deserves a great deal of respect 


despite any shortcomings. B+ 


DISsIOG UIASy JO ASOUNOSD 


The Brokeris John 
Grisham’s 18th novel and a 
current no.1 bestseller. 


Chesney’s sound reflects island style 


kyleELLIS 


enny Chesney’s latest album Be 

As You Are: Songs From An Old 

Blue Chair hit the number one 
position on both the Billboard Top 200 
and Top 20 country albums the first week 
it was released and with good reason. 

Surprisingly, there is no current radio 
single or tour to support the release of the 
album. 

This album is by far the truest testa- 
ment to Chesney and is very autobio- 
graphical. The songs are very honest, raw 
and personal. They reflect the island 
mentality he enjoys when he isn’t touring 
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Be As You Are by Kenny Chesney is 
a current top 20 country album. 
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or making albums. 

In the album cover, Chesney writes, “I 
have always been drawn to the 
ocean...there was just something about 
the pull of the sea that drew me out of 
bed.” 

That is reflected in this, his tenth 
studio album. 

Upbeat tracks about life and growing 
up that you would normally expect from a 
Chesney album won’t be found here. 
Instead, nearly every song has a slow to 
moderate tempo and tropical sound. 

Songs like “Old Blue Chair,” “Be As 
You Are,” “Guitars and Tiki Bars,” 
“Island Boy” and “French Kissing Life” 
are the best tracks as far as completing the 
overall theme of the album. 

“Be As You Are” and “French Kissing 
Life” are my personal favorites and 
portray a single-minded focus of kicking 
back and letting go. 

In “Be As You Are,” the album’s title 
track, Chesney sings that on the islands it 
doesn’t matter if you’re a tourist, a beach 
bum, or a star, you can simply be your- 
self. 

“French Kissing Life,” reveals how 
Chesney feels while sailing on his boat in 
the ocean: “Tonight I don’t need to feel 
famous, out here all I feel is free.” 

It seems these two songs in particular 
are very personal to the artist and reflect 
how the islands are his escape from 


stardom. 

This is the first album in which the 
multi-platinum, Country Music Associa- 
tion award-winning artist has wrote or co- 
wrote all 13 tracks. 

Disappointingly though, many of the 
songs are too lyrically similar. 

Songs like “Island Boy,” “Boston” and 
“Sherry’s Living in Paradise” are all about 
people escaping their daily life to enjoy 
island life, but nothing new is revealed 
through this repetition. 

It may be that Chesney only had the 
material for half an album, at best. As far 
as overall song quality, Be As You Are 
doesn’t end as strong as it begins. 

Other reviews criticize that this album 
sounds too much like Jimmy Buffet. 
Lyrically that may be true, but musically 
they share no common ground. There is 
still an undeniable country feel to Be As 
You Are. 

For those who are true Chesney fans, 
this album will come across as very honest 
and personal, just as he intended. Others 
will be disappointed. 

As for me, I applaud Chesney’s effort 
to do a project that is truly autobiographi- 
cal. It is a testimony to his talent that even 
without a radio single or tour this album 
debuted at number one on the Billboard 
charts. 

Be As You Are is a hidden treasure 
buried in the sand. A- 
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Boogeyman leaves 
chill and confusion 


he story of the boogeyman has been 

passed from century to century. 

Such as children being afraid to 
look under their beds or go into their 
closets. 

Ghost House Pictures released 
Boogeyman into theaters Feb. 4. 

The movie starts out with a little boy in 
his dark bedroom afraid in his bed because 
he thinks the boogeyman is in his closet. He 
flickers on his lamp 
every time he thinks he 
sees something until the 
lamp falls and breaks. 
The boy’s father comes 
into the room to figure 
out what the ruckus was 
about. During this scene 
the boys father is taken 
away into the closet by 
\ the boogeyman. 

The movie then 
moves onto 15 years 
later, when the boy, 
Tim Jensen (Barry Watson) has grown up. 

His whole life, Tim has been afraid of the 
boogeyman and has not been able to go 
back into the house where the boogeyman 
took his father away. 

Thanksgiving night, Tim’s 
mom died and he had to 
take a trip back to his 
hometown. For some 
reason he felt it would 
be best if he spent one 
night in the old house to 
go through his mothers 
things. 

At the house, is 
where it all got bad 
again for Tim. 

What I don’t get is 
why he would want to 
go back to that house. 
Yes, he has to sort 
through belongings for 
legal purposes but he 
should have known 
something bad was 
going to happen. 

One thing that really 
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Check It Out 


sarahLEAVELL 


My Oscar 
predictions, to 
air Feb. 27 


Best Picture: The Aviator 


bothers me about the movie 
industry is that scary movies 
have gotten unrealistic. The 
plots are usually decent, but 
the characters make the 
worst choices. Decisions 
like, should I or shouldn’t I 
go into the closet? It’s not a 
yes or no question. It’s a get 
out of their or die situation. 

One thing I did enjoy 
about the movie was that it 
was good at getting the 
viewers to jump out of their 
seats. Even though some- 
times I wanted to laugh 
because this was a guy in his 
twenties afraid to even look 
at his closet door. 

That’s one thing the 
movie industry has been 
good at lately, casting roles. 
It doesn’t seem like there are 
so called “bad” actors out 
there anymore. 

I'd say the movie was 
worth my five dollars. I 
might not ever want to watch 
it again, but it was good for a 
little chill. B- 


Leading Actor: Leonardo DiCaprio, The Aviator 
Leading Actress: Hilary Swank, Million Dollar Baby 


Supporting Actor: Jamie Foxx, Ray 
Supporting Actress: Cate Blanchett, The Aviator 


ff, 2 American 
Ng Idol, airs 


, twice a week 


ntertainment weekly 


on Fox. 


February TV programs 


1 American Idol 


D CSI 


3 Without A Trace 


4 ER 


5 Desperate 
Housewives 


6 CSE Miami 
7] Cold Case 
S$ The Simpsons 


Q Lost 
10 Everybody Loves Raymond 


-source: nielson media reseach 


Directing: 
Martin Scorsese, 
The Aviator 


Animated Feature: 
The Incredibles 
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At the 


By 2010, 
diploma 
requirements 
will likely be 
reconstructed 


staffEDITORIAL 


recent issue that is being 
discussed in the Indiana 
department of education 
is raising the Core 40 and academic 
honors diploma standards. They are 
discussing this possible action to 
take effect for the class of 2010. 
The plan is to make the aca- 
demic honors and Core 40 more 
rigorous for students. 
The new changes require less 
electives and focus more on basic 
academic classes. 


The majority of What’s Bruin? 


believes that a change in core require- 


ments is a necessary evil, while a 


slightly smaller minority believes that 


the changes are plain unnecessary. 
Students on the academic honors 


already have a full schedule. However, 


under the state’s new proposals, stu- 
dents hoping to earn the academic 


obtain 3-6 dual high school and 
college credits, score a 1200 on 
SAT or 26 on ACT exams, or 
earn an international baccalau- 
reate (IB) diploma. 

Students who want to pursue 
a field such as art may be 
forced to choose between art 
electives and a harder class 
required for an honors diploma. 

It came up among staff that 
it’s hard enough to get required 
credits in without the extra 
workload. Under the proposed 
changes, there would be too 
many classes to worry about. 

On the other hand, some 
staff believed it would help 
students in the long run. The 
reasoning here is that students 
would become more prepared 


honors diploma will have to meet much _ for the future and stronger in 


higher standards. 

Such changes will likely force 
students to take either two advanced 
placement (AP) classes and exams, 
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Can democracy 


hold up “Irag? 


more subjects. 

Some admitted they didn’t 
care because anyone that has 
already started high school 
wouldn’t be affected. 

In the end, the whole situa- 
tion really is a catch-22. It 
could help students who aca- 
demically need more guidance, 
but it will be a drawback to 
struggling students who don’t 
have a rigorous schedule, but 
would now be forced to take 
harder classes. 

A possible alternative could 
be making our present classes 
stronger, and work harder on 
students meeting the standards 
we have now. 

In the end, the majority of 
What’s Bruin? believes that a 
change in diploma require- 
ments will hurt students. We 
don’t believe this is needed and 
do not support the proposals 
now under consideration. 
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Men’s Health wrong; Ft. Wayne not dumb 


e got an F, but no one even 
told us there was going to be 
a test. 

The Jan./Feb. 2005 issue of Men’s 
Health magazine ranked Ft. Wayne as the 
dumbest city in the nation. 

Not only are Ft. Wayne citizens riled 
up over this, but people from all over the 
U.S. are talking about it. 

On a fark.com (a news website) 
message board, one user wrote: 

“My town got a mention—Laredo, 
Texas. We’re dumb as toast down here, so 
if Ft. Wayne is considered dumber than us, 
that’s gotta be bad.” 

Since I moved here from a different 
city and am not a Ft. Wayne native, maybe 
I can give a different perspective. 

I’m from a small town, Mt. Vernon, 
Indiana, near Evansville. Many of my 
classmates were members of the local 
FFA (Future Farmers of America), with 
few aspirations to become anything great 
and no real plans to leave home. The 
school system was simpler and easier. 

When we moved, Ft. Wayne seemed so 


large in my eyes—a bustling city with a 
lot to see and do. 

I don’t understand how a city with a 
college like IPFW 
(bearing the names of 
two respected universi- 
ties) and St. Francis, 
Science Central, the 
Lincoln Museum, an art 
museum, the Embassy 
theater, two major 
newspapers, art and 
entertainment maga- 
zines, Cinema Center, 
Allen County Public 
Library, and the 
nationally-renowned Ft. 
Wayne Children’s Zoo 
could be even close to last on a list of 101 
supposedly-dumb cities. 

A USA Today reporter, Craig Wilson, 
recently visited Ft.Wayne to see if the 
report proved true. 

He mentioned following his visit that 
we spell the name of our hockey team, the 
Komets, with a K, instead of a C. 


Soapbox 


sandy 
DUNWOODY 


Rolling back prices, rolling 


nickSTIEBER 


ttention Wal-Mart shoppers: 
Wal-Mart is the biggest corpora- 
tion in the world. It generates 
about seven billion dollars in profit every 
year, making it one of the most profitable 
companies on earth. 

Why then do Wal-Mart executives feel 
it is necessary to expand to places where 
they aren’t wanted? Is S. Robson Walton, 
president of the Wal-Mart empire, not 
satisfied with his standing in London’s 
Sunday Times “Rich List” as the 
richest person on planet, surpassing 
even Bill Gates? Apparently he isn’t. 

Wal-Mart recently built a new 
shopping center less than a mile away 
from the ancient city of Tenochtitlan, 
standing since around 100 B.C. 

Although Mexican officials claimed 
building would not affect the archeologi- 
cal research of the ruins, they were proven 
wrong when a small pre-Hispanic alter 
was found at the construction site. 

This made no difference, though. The 
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project was still finished, even with 
excruciating evidence of artifacts on site. 

This isn’t the first time Wal-Mart has 
stepped over the line. In May 2003, Wal- 

Mart knowingly constructed 
a store Over an ancient 
Hawaiian burial ground at 
O’ Ahu, after unearthing 
two sets of human 
remains. 
But worse than 
this is Wal-Mart’s 
disturbing 
treatment of 
employees. 
Wal-Mart is a 
non-union 
company, which 
means workers are 
denied any say in how 
they are treated and how the company 
operates. 

Also, a Wal-Mart employee is paid an 
average of about $15,000 a year (before 
taxes) for a full-time position, which at 
Wal-Mart is only 28 hours a week. 


shelby vorndran 


Had he researched a little further, he 
would have found that the original owner 
of the Komets had a wife that spelled her 
name Katherine, instead of the traditional 
Catherine with a C. It was in honor of her 
that the team’s name is spelled this way. 

In the end, Wilson did defend us. He 
visited Science Central, the Lincoln 
Museum, Allen County Public Library, 
Cindy’s Diner, and Hyde Brothers 
Booksellers among other local sights. 

At Cindy’s Diner, he noted how a 
customer used the word oxymoron. Quite 
a large word for someone from the 
dumbest city in the nation. 

He also mentioned that John 
Commorato, Jr., of Hyde Brothers said the 
arts underground is thriving. 

Not stagnant, thriving. 

I think that this is an unfair assessment 
of Ft. Wayne, a city that deserves more 
than being called the fattest or dumbest. 

I have seen both extremes from the 
people of Ft. Wayne, bright and not-so- 
bright. You will get both sides in every 
city though. 


back morals 


On top of that, Wal-Mart employees 
are denied health care until they have been 
employed there for two years and even 
then the premiums are to high to afford on 
the poverty salary they are given. 

The turnover rate at Wal-Mart stores is 
above 50 percent a year with many stores 
having up to 300 percent turnover rates. 
This means in a year Wal-Mart lays off 
over half of its employees each year. 
Sounds like a company who cares about 
its community, just like they say on the 
commercials. 

To be honest, I haven’t always been 
against Wal-Mart. I even used to shop 
there myself. But, this isn’t about a 
company trying to make a profit; this is a 
humanitarian issue. 

Of course, other corporations do the 
same things, but does that mean that Wal- 
Mart should get a free pass? 

Wal-Mart has a responsibility to run a 
legitimate business. It has been called out 
because it’s the most frequent and biggest 
offender of corporate malpractive, and not 
because of some insignificant grudge. 
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Budget cuts hinder learning 


AN ur Man” Indiana 
governor Mitch Daniels 
has decided to freeze a 


total of $52 million dollars in education 
funding across the state in order to help 
balance the state budget. 

I’m not happy about it. 

Politicians always seem to campaign 
on the promise that ‘children are the future 
of America and their future should be 
bright.’ 

Yet, recently in the 
state of Indiana, educa- 
tion seems to be one of 
the first areas to lose 
funding when cuts have 
to occur. 

As a result of this 
freeze, FWCS will have 
lost approximately sik 
$806,000 by June and wl 
$1.6 million by the end kyleELLIS 
of the calendar year 
according to a Jan. 28 
article in The Journal Gazette. 

Additionally, we have to cope with the 
loss of our share of $1.7 million in 
uncollected property taxes that would 
ordinarily go toward education. 

FWCS already has to live within an 
additional $11 million in annual cuts 
announced long before Daniels took 
office. 

Despite the budget cuts surrounding us, 
in her recent state of the schools address, 
superintendent Dr. Wendy Robinson 
boasted, “Ft. Wayne Community Schools 
is creating one great success after an- 
other.” 

But the fact is, with continued cuts in 
education spending, there is no way our 
schools can maintain. 

According to Robinson, “We must not 
only deliver the core curriculum, but also 
provide supplemental programs that will 
address the range of student abilities 
within FWCS.” 

The trouble here is, while these 
supplemental programs make the overall 
school experience better for students, they 
also cost money. 

FWCS is one of the few school 
corporations with state-of-the-art pro- 
grams like what the Anthis Career Center 


Perspective 
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offers. We have community 
partnerships with organizations 
like Parkview Hospital that 
provide nurses to our schools 
and a health career connection 
program for students. 

Also our schools also offer 
hearing and scoliosis screenings, 
a clothing bank and psycholo- 
gists to help students. 

Many other school systems 
don’t have these extras that cost 
so much. 

This school year, Bunche 
Elementary became the first 
ever school in our district to 
have 100 percent of their 
students pass the ISTEP test. 

In the *03-’04 school year, 
FWCS had 475 students 
enrolled in advanced placement 
(AP) courses. This year, the 
enrollment jumped to 646. 

However, the downfall of 
these classes is that they cost the 
school more money. AP courses 
generally have lower enrollment 
and because of this there are 
fewer students to each teacher, 
driving up the cost of the course. 
Also, teachers have to get 
special certfication for AP 
courses and that costs money, 
too. 

Academically, we are 
improving, but I have to wonder 
if we can continue to improve 
when our government doesn’t 
take education seriously. 

FWCS has so much going for 
it, but the state of Indiana cannot 
continue to deplete the funding 
to our schools and to our 
children. 

We are the future of this 
nation and investing in our 
education is the best investment 
our government can make. 

On his campaign website, 
Daniels promised that as 
governor he would work “for 
those who love Indiana enough 
to make it better.” 

So far, nothing is better. 


-senior Charles 


ncthe 


e€cor 


Do the new 
soft bells really 
work? 


No, we 

are high- 
schoolers 
and we will 
naturally 


be late. 
Wade 


No, people 
get it 
confused 
with the 
regular bell. 


No, no one 
can tell a 
difference 
between 


bells. 


-freshman 


Takisha Simpson 


No, I 
don’t 
even hear 
them half 
the time. 
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-sophomore 
Adrien 
Watson 


-junior Joel 
Grillo 


Does the new Iraqi democracy stand a chance? 


santannaRAMSEY 


es, I know the Iraqis don’t understand the concept 
of their democracy right now. It’s still too foreign 
of a concept. Too new. 

But they will. 

Iraqis don’t have a set government or new leaders in 
place yet. But it'll happen. The historic Jan. 30 election and 
its results for a new government will prove this. 
Unfortunately, Iraqi terrorists are still out there killing. 
Innocent civilians are scared and many may still lack self- 
confidence. 

This is the image of what people see, hear and read about 
Iraq’s democracy. It is why people believe this democracy 
won’t work. 

I, on the other hand, believe it will work. They’ ll just 
have to give it time. 

Yes, it’s true a lot of people died during the Jan. 30 
voting (about 44 people according to reports), but they will 
soon realize what this all means. 

Democracy is a government run by the people, like a 
republic that includes representatives for the citizens. 

Traqis will get the point and learn what the word democ- 
racy means. 

Predictors in the media thought only 200-300 people 
would turn out to vote but Time magazine reported as low as 
25 percent voted in some areas and as high as 90 percent in 
other areas. 

Sooner or later, Iraqi citizens will get a strong govern- 
ment, good leader, and confidence in what they’re doing, as 
well as knowledge about the whole 
democratic process. 

According to plans, the 
government elected Jan. 30 
will only last for 11 months, 
during which time a new 
constitution will be written. 

Come December when 
Iraqis vote again for the 
country’s top prime 
minister, they won’t be so 
scared and will have more 
confidence in what 
they’re doing. 

So, if you’re asking 
whether or not the 
democracy will work 
in Iraq, my answer 
not at first, but it 
will later on 
down the line. 

Just give 
it time. 

It'll work. 
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timBRADBURN 


he Iraqi people voted on members of a 275-seat 
interim National Assembly and members of 18 
provincial councils on Jan. 30. 

The assembly chose a president and two vice presidents, 
according to wanetv.com. 

The president and vice presidents will then select a prime 
minister and cabinet that must be approved by the assembly. 

The assembly will draft a permanent constitution that the 
Iraqi people will approve or reject through voting. This 
should happen in October. 

If the constitution is approved, another election will be held 
in December for a permanent government. If the constitution 
is rejected, the process starts over from the voting of the 
assembly. 

But back to the election of Jan. 30. There was a big turnout 
and the Iraqi people showed courage on that historic day. 

However, some Arab politicians and critics of the U.S.-led 
war are more cautious, pointing out that a low Sunni Muslim, 
one of three population segments in Iraq, turnout undercut the 
vote’s legitimacy, according to wane.com. 

They say that some candidates hardly left their homes 
while campaigning because they feared insurgents would kill 
them. 

This fear is what I believe will be the downfall, if not a 
delaying factor of the new government. 

The foreign election adviser in Iraq says that he expects the 
insurgents to slow things down. 

The Iraqis also didn’t know the names of the candidates for 
whom they were voting. 

If candidates are afraid to reveal themselves before voting, 
how are they going to show themselves afterwards? 

They will be afraid of becoming immediate targets 

for kidnapping and assassination. 
Some voters may have voted in the 
belief that it was the only way 
to regain enough sovereignty 
to get American troops out of 
their country. 

On Jan. 30, election day, 
there were 16 attacks that 
resulted in deaths or injuries, 

with an estimated 44 deaths, 
according to cnn.com. 

This all happened under 
the watch of revamped Iraqi 
forces. The U.S. gave them 
the responsibility and they 
blew it. 

When the U.S. finally 
does leave the situation in 
Iraq will probably get 


UDJDUOA Aq|eyUs 


Forum / 21 


aphe Picture Gar ee 
’ Photography Studio : 


A 


We are currently 
seeking advertisers 
for the remainder 
of the school year 


IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 
RECEIVING MORE INFORMATION, : 
PLEASE CALL 467-2370 P Children *Pets Becky 


eSchiore = Weddi 
or visit ROOM D111 See © _Brase 
Call for an appointmen Griswold, 
INSIDE THE BUILDING (260) 244-0100 ee 


W E B E L | E V E AT BALL STATE, WE OFFER 


NATIONALLY RAN RED 


STUDENTS SHOULD PROGRAMS, AN ACCLAIMED 
(5 ET LO ST FACULTY, A COMPLETELY 
WIRELESS CAMPUS, AND 

IN THEIR STUDIES, COUNTLESS STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS AND 

PROFESSIONAL CENTERS. 

NOT ON ALL IN A VERY COMFORTABLY 
THEIR CAMPUS. SIZED CAMPUS. FOR THE 


BEST OF ALL Wiehe os 
CALL GROVISAL. 


BALL STATE fff UNIVERSITY, 
Evvigthing you mesB. (800) 482-4BSU WWW.BSU.EDU 


Huse af Rays SPRING BREAK 


SPECIAL 


11119-B Grabill Road 
Leo, IN 46765 


Buy | Month Tanning 
$55 
Get 2 Weeks FREE 


Must Show Coupon 
and Student ID. 


We are Smart Tan 
Trained & Certified 


Call 627-8035 for an 
appointment 


Expires: February 28, 2005 


Gary Jefferies 
(260) 657-328 


One university. 
Two great names. 


Apply to ey : 
IPFW, 
and apply for a 4 
financial aid ’ FAFSA Deadline: 
March 10, 2005 


www.ipfw.edu 


Clem’s Collectibles 


Glenbrook Square 5950 Stellhorn Rd. 


Sports Memorabilia 
Sports Cards 
Nascar 
Games 

Comics Games 


480-7087 485-5235 
www.clemscollectibles.com 


Game Tournaments 


Comics 


Bring in this ad 
and get 10% off 


expires June 30, 2005 


LIMA ROAD DENTISTRY 
Hal Atkinson, ODS « Angie King, DDS 
Gentle Family Dentistry & Orthodontics 


9005 LIMA ROAD 
Fort Wayne, IN 46818 


489-4050 


}, www.webabychickens.com 


Dupont Animal Care Center 


Complete Care For Your Pet 
Boarding - Veterinary - Grooming 
Obedience Training and Pet Supplies 


534 East Dupont Road = Y : 


Fort Wayne, IN 46825 ~*~ + (260) 489-7100 


Chiro practic Center| 


4530 Speedway Dr. 
483-7618 


30 Game Tokens 


$10 


Expires 4/1/05 


4 FREE Tokens! 


One Coupon per Person 
Expires 4/1/05 


© Dr. David B. Chalfant 
” 482-2206 
>. 5931 Stoney Creek Drive 
Ft. Wayne, Indiana 46825 


Perfect For Any Occasi 1) 
Weddings = Proms = Birthdays = Anhiversa ies _ 

e Bachelor & Bachelorette Parties or | 
Just a Night on the Tows 1. 


Northrop High School ~~ 
March 2005 


What's Bruin? 


Gambling or not, 
poker is still making 
a comeback among 
many Bruins 
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Freshman Jacob Lake works 
on his writing skills at a recen 
English study table. Study tables” 


are available to all students and « 
held three times a week on Tuesday: 
Thursday beginning at 2:45 p.m. - i “a 


(What's Inside? ) 


samantha goldsberry 


Your first job is school. Your 
school work comes first. 


-assistant principal LeeAnn Thompson 


Study tables now offered to boost academic achievement 
(news p4) 
Poker a growing popularity among Northrop teens 
(insight pp7-9) 
Q&A with track runners Jasmine and Brandon Russell 
(sports p12) 
Top 10 current, spring CDs; Robots movie review 
(premiere p15, 17) 
Pro/Con: Should Indiana’s constitution be amended to prevent gay 
marriage? (forum p21) 
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nights a week. No ifs, ands or 
buts,” explained Million. 

After Million announced what 
was expected of students, 
Thompson then added that 
extracurricular activities, drivers’ 
licenses, parking and work 

2 permits would be taken away if 
3 the rules were not obeyed. 

“Your first job is school. We 
© will take your work permits away 
eae iS if you aren’t doing your job here. 
_ 2 Your school work comes first,” 
E said Thompson. 


ju 


On the first day 
of required study 
tables only seven 
out of the 45 
students required 
to attend showed 
up. 

“This probably 
won’t work. Only 
about two percent 
of the people 
showed,” said 
freshman Jacob 
Lake. 

The low turnout so far could 
be a result of students needing to 
find alternative transportation, or 


St 1 d y ta b i es d es i g n ed to bates. tended to 
agree with the last theory. One 


boost academic achievement  . sien: doesnt betieve that 


punishments laid out by the 


Auegspjob oujuUoWIDS 


nickSTIEBER administration would be en- 
forced. 
n March 7 a meeting of all playing around. Four years from now, I don’t want “] think they’re lying about 
freshmen, who received one or to have you in my office in tears because you’re not the drivers’ licenses. It doesn’t 
more F’s last semester was held —_ (graduating). seem like they would do that just 
to address this problem. The purpose of He also laid the ground rules down for what was _ for getting an F in a class,” said 
the gathering was made clear to all those going to happen from now on. freshman Leigh Suthers. 
attending. “You need to get organized. From now on, English and history teacher 
“Our goal is not to beat up on you, itis | ¢verybody needs to be there (study tables) two Maryanne Logan said it is 
to help you,” said LeeAnn ultimately up to the students to 


decide if they want to do better in 
school, but remains optimistic 


Thompson, the organizer 
of the required study 


tables. . that tables will work somehow. 
After Thompson’s You need to get organized. From “You can’t make people do 
speech, guidance coordi- now on, everybody needs to be things. No matter how bad we or 


nator Cleve Million A 
painted a scenario of what there (study tables), two nights a 
would happen if grades did ° 
ee week. No ifs, ands or buts. 

“This is high school, 
not middle school. You 
need to wake up and stop 


how parents want it, it’s up to the 
students,” said Logan. 

“T think twice a week 1s fair. 
Even though I don’t need help in 
science and English now, I might 


-guidance coordinator Cleve Million later’? adinitied Laces 
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Blood drive saves lives 


Bruins donate to Red Cross; Hollenberg 
litelong donor after surviving aneurysm 


kevinBARESIC 


tudents began to file into the wrestling room to donate 
blood. Some were eager to donate and others were 
nervous and feared the long needles. 

One of these students was senior Brandon West, who wasn’t 
afraid of the needles and was ready to do his good deed of giving 
blood. Welcome to Northrop’s march blood drive. 

“T just like to give blood to people who need it,” said West. 

West took his place and began to give his blood. He got 
comfortable in one of the reclining chairs that awaited him. It took 
a few minutes for the nurse to get a constant flow. 

“There’s a little pinch, but after that it doesn’t hurt,” he said. 

The little pinch wouldn’t stop West from doing the good deed 
of giving blood and knowing someone in the future will benefit 
from his donation. After 35 minutes, West finished his donation 
and was on his way. 

Looking over the blood drive was science teacher Bill 
Hollenberg. He also planned to give blood on this day. 

“T have been 
donating blood 
for 25 years,” 
said 
Hollenberg. 

As a high 
school student 
Hollenberg 
suffered from 
a stomach 
aneurysm in 


Once they (students) 
give blood, sometimes 
they become lifelong 
donors. 


-science teacher Bill Hollenberg 


Neff family sends thanks 


which he lost a 


doctors could 


. March “~U 
Blood Drive 

40 Bruins gave blood 
30 pints of blood donated 


Must be 110 pounds and 
17 years old to donate 


99.5 degrees maximum 
body temperature 


98.6 degrees minimum 
body temperature 


20-30 minute donor time 


QSD9 |S 


-source: American Red Cross 


him to surviv 


lot of blood. 


During the traumatic experi- 
ence Hollenber 


g lost more blood than 
put in him. In order for 
e, Hollenberg had to 


receive around 11 pints of blood. 


This experience 
influenced Hollenberg 
to become a lifelong 
blood donor. He wants 
to help save someone 
that could be in the 
same situation he 
survived in his youth. 

During 
Hollenberg’s 25 years 
of donating, he has 
given seven gallons 
and seven pints of 
blood. 

“Tam one pint off 
(of eight gallon 
mark),” he said. 

Hollenberg’s story 
has motivated students 
at Northrop to give 
blood and help save 
lives. 

“Once they 
(students) give blood, 
sometimes they 
become lifelong 
donors,” said 
Hollenberg. 


“Allie’s health is doing better and she 
should be back (from New York) in about 


three weeks,” said Cross. 


santannaRAMSEY 


n the Dec. ‘04 issue of What’s 

Bruin? we published a story about a 

little girl, Allie Neff, who has a 
severe form of childhood cancer called 
neuroblastoma. 

Since then her mother, Keri Neff, a °90 
Northrop graduate, received from 
Northrop holiday fundraisers $2500 for 
she and her daughter to help pay for 
medical care. 

“Keri sent me a thank you letter saying 
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that she appreciates the help the school 
provided,” said Spanish teacher Jill Cross, 
who helped coordinate the Neff holiday 
fundraisers along with student council. 

“T am proud to say that I’m a graduate 
of Northrop High School. Our family 
appreciates your support and want you to 
know that you’ ve helped make a differ- 


ence in Allie’s life. We are truly grateful,” 


said Keri in the thank you card. 

Money donated went to help pay for 
treatments that insurance wouldn’t pay 
and other expenses. 


Allie and her parents are currently in 
New York where Allie is going through 
treatments. She also successfully received 
a necessary bone marrow transplant. 

When coming back, Allie will not be 
able to go home with her family, she will 
have to go back to the Columbus hospital. 

Allie still needs to go through a stem 
cell implant and she is still waiting for a 
kidney. 

“If these treatments don’t work then 
this is it. There is nothing else they can 
do,” said Cross. 


News / 5 


Seniors Ellis, Herber 
national speech qualifiers 


The Bruin speakers finished their last meet of the season as 
a full team at Columbia City. They went on to district held on 
March 5 at Plymouth High School. 

Seniors Kyle Ellis in extemporaneous speaking and Sam 
Herber in humorous interpretation qualified for the National 
Forensic League national tournament held over the summer in 
Philadelphia. However, Ellis will not be competing in 
extemporaneous because he previously qualified in congress. 

“It’s been a very, very pleasant year. It was more than I 
anticipated,” said head speech coach Linc Record. 

Other speakers getting individual awards at the Plymouth 
tournament were sophomore Zach Norris, juniors Ashley 
Minyard, Hoang Tran, Joel Grillo and Adam Hamilton, and 
senior Alicia Wireman. 


Art Club working on 
IPFW mastodon statue 


Northrop’s new art club is currently painting a mastodon 
statue that was sent from IPFW. They will be putting mosaic 
tiles with Egyptian designs on it. 

The mastodon stands about four and a half feet high and 
is made of fiberglass. Members have been drawing the 
design on it and recently started to put glazed tiles on it. 

“The kids are going to put their hearts and soul into the 
mastodon,” said sponsor and art teacher Becky Griswold. 
“They'll be really proud when they’re done.” 

After they complete the project at the end of this month, 
the mastodon will be auctioned off and the proceeds will go 
to United Way. 

Art club along with art classes also finished selling 
cheesecakes and other desserts to raise money for their 
upcoming Chicago trip to an art museum. The top 40 sellers 
were awarded with the trip to Chicago. 


Concert bands, orchestra 
perform tn spring concert 


Concert band, freshmen band, orchestra, and Charisma all 
performed in the auditorium for their March 17 spring concert. 
“T think the freshmen band is really strong and that will 
help for the future because they can build from it now,” said 

director Brian Taubert. 

While the freshmen played a range of classical music 
pieces, the concert band performed more difficult msuic from 
Leonard Bernstein’s opera Candide. 

“(The title work) ‘Candide’ is an absolute monster,” said 
Taubert. 

Orchestra and Charisma also played recent show pieces. 
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Charisma places eighth in 
state competition 


For the first time ever, all show choirs in Indiana had the 
chance to compete in state competition. 

Northrop’s Charisma qualified for the state competition held 
in Indianapolis on March 15. In order to qualify, Charisma had to 
place in the top 16. 

“Tt was an honor to be invited,” said director Tom Maupin. 

The show had a party theme this year title “Let’s Have Fun.” 
It opened with senior soloist Jonathan McClendon singing, “O 
Sole Mio.” 

Charisma placed eigth in the state out of 16. 

“T’m really proud of teh kids. It was a great show,” said 
Maupin. “It was just a really cool thing to go down there.” 

In past competitions, Charisma won awards for best vocals, 
best show, best male soloist Jonathan McClendon, best backup 
band, best keyboards and best jazz band. 

In all competitions prior to state, Charisma consistently placed 
in the top three wherever they went. 


Spring musical postponed 


Due to a recent shortage of males auditioning for the spring 
musical South Pacific, director Tim Miller has recast 
auditioners for a new musical, Jekyll and Hyde, based on the 
famous story by Robert Louis Stevenson. 

“The music is awesome. It’s a recent show with modern 
music. It’s exciting,” said Miller. 

The musical will now be performed on April 29 and 30 at 7 
p.m. in the Northrop auditorium. Tickets are $5 for students 
and $7 for adults. Tickets are buy one get on free for students. 


Dance team captures 
firsts at regionals 


The dance team recently competed in a regional dance 
competition hosted in February here at Northrop. 

The varsity dance team placed first in jazz, first in lyrical, and 
fourth in hip-hop. The JV dance team placed third in jazz and 
fourth in poms. 

“T’m very pleased how we placed,” said dance coach Lisa 
Helmuth. 

In ensemble categories, senior Jada Zieg and junior Kareena 
Nunn placed second. Sophomore Monica Williams, and juniors 
Jacalyn Radabaugh and Cassidy Colvin placed third. Seniors 
Sarah DeCamp, Sarah Goodwin, juniors Adrienne Clevenger, 
Radabaugh and Colvin also placed fifth. 

In the solo category, Zieg also took fifth and Nunn sixth. 

“The girls worked very hard and accomplished a lot of goals,” 
said Helmuth. 

Now done with its official competition season, the dance 
team’s next performance will be March 23 at the bodybuilding 
contest. 
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he blue hanging lights 
failed to unveil the 
poker faces of the 
seven players situated 
around the billiard table, their 
faces half-hidden in shadow. 
A built-in-the-wall TV is tuned to 
ESPN2, although it is hard to 
hear above the players’ voices. 

Among the players are seniors 
Matt Byer, Josh Kemery, Nick 
Randall, Jesse Nusbaumer and 
Derek Hopper. The group plays 
in Byer’s basement. 

“We play once every week on 
Mondays,” said Byer. 
Soon, they are going to start 
playing on Thursdays, also. 
“Tm invincible!” Nusbaumer 
shouted, as he situated his chips. 

“T get bored out of my mind just 

watching people play,” saié 
Nusbaumer, “I’d much f 
play myself.” : 
Kemery arranges his éhips into 


ge 


vertical rows by color, and stares 


é Texas Hold ‘em: Senior 
at his cards intently. f 
Matt Byer sets up another 
Byer plays the perfect host poker hand. 


offering drinks, music, and real 


a TT 7 


Pip 


casino cards for his five and eight players, 13 at most,” said 


guests. Byer. 
Hopper, or “D-Hop” And what makes the game fun for this 
as he is called by the host? 
other players, is a regular. “Poking fun at players,” said Byer. 
He arranged his pile of | He plans on continuing gambling when 
chips into a neat pyramid. he’s older. 
He had a good poker face. “T don’t know of any casinos, but when 
Others poked fun, but Hopper’s —_[ turn 21 I'll definitely go and gamble,” 
face stayed expressionless. He said Byer. 
was silent throughout the game, “As far as gambling, I don’t see a 
observing the other players. problem with the guys that I play with. We 
“People do have different voice play responsibly,” said Hopper. 
" patterns. Also, some people have nervous “But it could be a problem, because 
Sap 587, a habits,” said Hopper. some people out there don’t know how to 
f When asked if poker is a male-dominated stop,” he added. 


game, Hopper said, “In 
the expensive, no-limit 
games you don’t see 
girls. Gambling is more 
in guys’ blood. Guys 
will bet on anything.” 
Hopper scooted a 
tall stack of chips into 
the pile, shocking the 
other players. Soon 
after, he collected the 
pile and had a 
towering stack. 
“My best hand 
was four of a kind, 
& but those hands are 
pretty rare,” said 
6 Hopper. 
There was 
shouting across 
the table, and 
Randall whistles 
and smiles. It’s clear 
that these boys play 
for fun. 
Nusbaumer 
asked Byer, “How does 
it feel to lose?” 
“Tt feels pretty 
normal,” replied Byer. 
Overall he believed he’s 
just an average player. 
“T don’t win more or lose 
more often. It’s been pretty 
even,” said Byer. 
Texas Hold’em, five-card 
draw, Omaha-Hi, Pineapple 
and seven-card stud are just 
some of the poker 


variations played during the 
course of the night. 
“Normally we have between 
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Careful what you bet: Senior Matt Byer contemplates 
how much to bet during a recent hand of Texas 
Hold’em poker held at his house. “I don’t win more or 
lose more. It’s been pretty even,” he said. 


samantha goldsberry 


Although youth gambling often starts 
as a way to pass time, studies done by the 
National Gambling Impact Study Com- 
mission recently showed that early 
exposure to gambling increases the 
chances of developing an adult gambling 
addiction. 

“You start using money that could be 
used for better uses and gambling be- 
comes the only thing you do in your free 
time,” said sophomore Alina Wood, on 
how a gambling addiction develops. 

Teens often chose to start gambling 
because they want to escape certain 
problems and they are usually influenced 
by others around them who are compul- 
sive gamblers. 

A federally-funded study by the 
National Gambling Impact Study Com- 
mission also reported recently that around 
1.1 million teens between the ages of 12 


Parents need to pay 
more attention to teens and what they 


Huge stacks of chips in 
front of senior Derek 
Hopper is not an 
unusual sight for he 
and his poker buddies. 
“My best hand was 
four of a kind, but 
those hands are 
pretty rare,” said 
Hopper. 


and 18 are compulsive gamblers. 

“The more you do it, the more it 

becomes a habit and peer pressure can 
make you start,” said sophomore Katelyn 
MacDonald. 

According to www.health.gov, teens 

that gamble experience problems at levels 

several times higher than adult gamblers. 
“Tt can become a way of life when they become 
adults and they don’t think much of it,” said junior 
Ryan Ehlerding. 

However, some Bruins disagree and feel that garn- 
bling does not always become an addiction later on in 
life. 

“Tt’s just a pastime, and not everything has to lead to 
an addiction,” said senior Racheal Branning. 

According to www.healthatoz.com, winning often 
boosts the gamblers self-esteem and losing only creates a 
stronger desire to win again. 

Some signs of suspected teen gambling include a 
noticeable drop in school interest and performance, 
shoplifting, and selling valuable possessions for money 
to gamble with. 

Parents should also be 
aware of gam- 
bling problems 
among teens. 

“Parents 
need to pay 
more 
attention to 
teens and 
what they 
are doing,” 
said Wood. 


are doing. - sophomore Alina Wood 
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While experts say even the brightest 
students go too far during spring break, Bruins 
still take risks, parents don’t always know 


timBRADBURN 


pring break. For some high 
school students, it is a taste of 
freedom, an exciting sneak 
peek at their vision of adult life.For 
others, it’s just a time to get away from 
parents, and school. 

About 100,000 high school and 
college students from the United States 
travel to Cancun each year during 
spring break, according to the U.S. 
state department. 

For senior couple Cassie Carroll and 
Mathias Lovell, spring break is a time 
to have some fun in Tahiti. 

They plan on going whale hunting 


Top 10 | 
spring break — 
destinations 


1. Florida 
2. Caribbean Islands 

3. Cancun 

4. California 

5. Arizona 

6. Chicago 

7. Fort Wayne 

8. Costa Rica 

9. North Carolina 
10. Georgia 


-source: survey 


_ of 100 Bruins / 


—== 
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while there. 
“I’m going to get some (whale) meat. I 
like whale meat. It’s good,” said Carroll. 


This couple admitted to doing other crazy 


things in spring breaks. 

“One time, I shaved my friend’s entire 
body,” said Carroll. 

“T went streaking in my neighborhood at 
two in the afternoon,” said Lovell. 

Carroll and Lovell’s escapades went 
harmless in the end. 

But for spring breakers 
across America, this isn’t 
always the case. 

The U.S. consulate in 
Merida, Mexico, reported 
that during the eight-week 
spring break period in 
2002, U.S. students 
accounted for two deaths, 
360 arrests, four injuries 
requiring medical evacua- 


Even 
really good 
kids get 
themselves in 
over their 
heads on 
spring break. 


-parenting expert 
Michael Riera 


Soak up the sun 


tions, one rape, and 495 reports of lost or 
stolen property. 

One of the most common stories is 
hearing students returning from trips to 
Florida, explain how they had a miserable 
time because they had to take care of 
friends who would be passed out or 
vomitting from the consumption of too 
much alcohol. 

During the spring break of 1999, two 
high school senior girls died in Cancun in 
alcohol-related deaths. One girl fell from 
a fifth-floor balcony and the other 
drowned. 

So where are their parents in all this? 
And just how aware are they today when it 
comes to spring breaks? 


UDJPUIOA Aqjeus 
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Junior Kalissa Blanchette’s parents 
allowed her to travel with her boyfriend to 
Florida last year. 

“She went to Florida with her boy- 
friend and stayed with some of his 
family,” said Kerry Blanchette, Kalissa’s 
father. 

According to Kerry, it was totally a 
matter of trust. 

“Tt’s a trust relationship based on the 
kind of kid she is. She was brought up in a 
Christian environment and gets excellent 
grades,” said Kerry. 

But what does Lovell and Carroll’s 
parents think about them going over 5000 
miles away. 

They don’t know. They think I’m 
going camping with my Grandma,” said 
Carroll. 

Lovell also made up a story for his 
parents. 

“T told them that I’m staying at my 
friend’s house,” he said. 

Carroll and Lovell obviously are 
willing to take their chances. 

“They (my parents) wouldn’t care 
because we’re going to be 18 during 
spring break. I turn 18 on April 5,” said 
Lovell. 

A nationally-recognized parenting 
expert Michael Riera, recently reported in 
the Detroit Free Press that high school 
teens should not be doing anything for 
spring break. 

“Even really good kids get themselves 
in over their heads on spring break,” 
reported Riera. “Going for a week with 
alcohol everywhere just seems to me like 
it’s a set up for failure.” 

However, students will find it hard to 
go without a chaperone. 

“For most places, at least one person 
must be 21 years or older,” said Nancy 
Gurtner, a local travel consultant for AAA 
Chicago Motor Club. 

However, hotels may be looser with the 
rules. 

“Some places may allow teens if there 
is a person 18 or older,” added Gurtner. 

The fact that hotel age requirements 
may differ, Gurtner said that someone 
should check with the hotels and find out. 

Whether teens are traveling or staying 
at home, there is still reason to be careful. 
Ultimately, the responsibility lies not only 
on parents to be aware of their child’s 
behavior, but also on that of the student to 
prove themselves worthy of trust. 
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It’s a trust relationship based on the 
kind of kid she is. She was brought 
up in a Christian environment and 
gets excellent grades. 


-Kerry Blanchette, father of junior Kalissa Blanchette, 
on why he allowed his daughter to travel without a 
chaperone for spring break 
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Empty nets 
in the NHL 


irst, I would like to congratulate 

the Northrop hockey team on 

beating Valparaiso for the class 
A, state title played Feb. 27 in South 
Bend. 

The Northrop hockey team and 
semi-pro teams like the Fort Wayne 
Komets should 
now be ex- 
amples for the 
national hockey 
league (NHL) 
and its players 
to follow. 

As most 
people might 
know the NHL 
has been locked 
out for the ‘04 - 
05 season due 
to a salary cap. While the owners want 
to pay each player the same, the players 
want their regular pay and in some 
cases a small raise. 

While the players and owners are 
arguing about the salary cap, their fans 
are losing out on the excitement of the 
games of the NHL. 

According to NHL.com the players 
of the NHL take 75 percent of the 
revenue made by the owners. This may 
seem like a lot but that money goes to 
each player on the team. Also it’s up to 
the owners on how much each player is 
paid. 

The Bruin hockey team and the 
Komets play for the love of the game 
not for the money in the sport. You 
don’t see our high school students 
complaining about not getting paid for 
their sports. 

Not only are the players being 
somewhat stubborn but some of the 
owners are especially, even more so 
than the players. 

It’s sad that money is responsible for 
the loss of a whole season. This is the 
first time in history that a national sport 
has lost an entire season. What a way to 
get into the record books. 


Lines 


Side 


telysha 
RICHARDSON 
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courtesy of dave rogers 


f ee 
Northrop won the hockey state title 
on Feb. 27 after beating Valparaiso, 


5-3. Senior Mike Somers scored a team-high eight goals for the tournament. 


Hockey scores state win 


dianaNGUYEN 


“Everyone piled on the goalie and 
threw their gloves and helmets off,” said 
sophomore defensive player Nick 
Minnich. This is what happened when 
the buzzer sounded and the Bruins won 
State. 

The state championship was played on 
Feb. 27 in South Bend. The Bruin hockey 
team also went to state in 2002. 

The team was placed in the single-A 
tournament along with 18 other teams. 

“All teams are guaranteed three 
games. Teams that win all their games 
advance to play a fourth one,” said head 
coach Dave Rogers. 

This was the case for the Bruins. The 
team placed fifth in the city tournament 
but still had high hopes for state. 

The first game the team played was 
against Portage. The team won with a 
final score of 7-0. 

The Bruins then played against Penn 
Black and was victorious with a final 
score of 5-2. 

“Tt was a very excellent game,” said 
Rogers. “It was a close game earlier in 
the season.” 

Munster was their next competition. 
The Bruins won their third game 3-1 to 
go on to state. 

“T knew it would be a tough game. I 
knew we could win,”’said Rogers. 

Rogers was more afraid of the slip ups 
than the competition.He knew that the 


team could overcome Valparaiso and win 
state. 

“After playing Penn Black and 
Munster, I knew we could beat Valparaiso 
and win state,” said Rogers. “Everything 
was going our way.” 

The team defeated Valparaiso by 5-3. 
Due to the penalty problems, Rogers was 
feeling very nervous during the game. 

There was a five-minute penalty on 
forward Eddie Gervais from Leo and a 
two-minute holding on defensive player 
Bryan Werling from Dwenger. 

“We were short-handed two goals. I 
was very cautious and uptight,” said 
Rogers. “It was a big relief after I heard 
the buzzer.” 

Rogers said discipline was the key. He 
stressed this to his players during practices 
to prepare them to be tough in the games. 

Rogers stated that even though the team 
lacked experience, they still had strong 
senior leaderships, returning players and a 
strong defense. 

One of the key players who contributed 
greatly included senior captain Mike 
Somers who scored a total of eight goals 
during the state competition as the Bruin’s 
center. 

“T felt pretty good. It was a nice way to 
end my career,” said Somers. “It was a 
good way to end the season after a bad 
season.” 

Rogers was proud of the team and how 
they played. He felt everyone contributed 
in their own way and couldn’t be happier. 
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Senior Jasmine Russell has been 
running since middle school and is now ~ 
one of Northrop’s top runners. She will - 
be attending Purdue next fall. 


q uIAey 
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Russell siblings sprint to 
finish for Bruin track 


Senior Jasmine hurdles and sprints for five-time 
state champion girls’ track 


katelynSTAYTON 


Senior Jasmine Russell, sprinter and 
hurdler of the Northrop girls’ track team, 
has been a state champion the past four 
years. She hasn’t broken any records yet, 
but she hopes to change that this year as 
one of the Bruins top runners. 

Head coach Tom Knudson ssaid he is 
very pleased so far with the way Russell 
and her teammates have performed. 

The Bruin girls had their first open meet 
agaisnt 20 different schools March 8. The 
girls had finals March 19 at IU. 


How long have you been in track and how 
did you get started? 

JR: In middle school, and also in summer 
track. 

Whats specific sprint and hurdle events do 
you run? 


Sophomore Brandon sprints and long jumps for 
defending state champ boys’ track and field 


katelyn STAYTON 
op sophomore track runner 
Brandon Russell runs the 100- 


i meter dash, 200-meter dash, and 


4x100-meter relay and does the long jump 
for the Northrop boys track team. 

“We lost a lot of really good runners 
last year and Russell has helped fill a lot 
of what we lost,” said head coach Bob 
Shank. 


How long have you been in track and how 
did you get started? 

BR: Six years ago, I started running over 
the summer. 

Who inspires you to be in track? 

BR: Justin Gaitlin, he was a sprinter who 
won the 100-meter dash in the Olympics 
in Athens, Greece. He inspires me because 
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he is humble and not arrogant. 

How do you condition for track? 

BR: I weight lift by doing squats, quads, and 
hamstrings three times a week. 

What events do you run compete in? 

BR: I'ma sprinter and I also do field events. 
What’s your favorite part about track? 

BR: Knowing that I’m becoming faster and 
stronger each day. 

What kind of attitude do you bring to your 
team? 

BR: I’m pretty quiet so I bring humbleness to 
the team. A lot of freshmen and sophomore 
runners always try to beat me. 

What’s your favorite memory from track? 

BR: Winning SAC last year. 


Fight, Sophomore Brandon Russell lifts 
weights three times a week to stay in shape 
for boys’ track, returning this year to defend 
their state championship. 


JR: 100- and 300-meter hurdles and the 
4x100-meter relay. 

What’s your favorite part about track? 

JR: Relays. Everybody gets to be a part of 
it. 

Who inspires you to run and why? 

JR: My dad. He ran track in high school 
and he’s really into the sport. 

What are your plans for college? 

JR: Iam going to Purdue and going to run 
track there. My study will be in pharma- 
ceuticals. 

What’s your favorite memory from track? 
JR: Last year at state I got second place. 
What assets do you bring to your team? 
JR: I think I bring an upbeat attitude, 
leadership, and I try to help people out. 
Have you broken any records? 

JR: Not yet, but I hope I can by this year. 
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AII-SAC Lee and 
Banks hit 1,000 


“It’s nice to know 
I was one of the best 
players in the SAC,” 
said senior power 
forward Jamika 
Banks. 

“T made it last 
year and it’s a great 
deal to repeat it.” 

Banks recently 
joined senior guard 
Tricia Lee being 
named first-team All- 
SAC. The two 
seniors also hit their 
1,000-point high 
school career mark. 

“It was exciting. I 
like playing the 
game,” said Lee. 

Both players said 
they plan to play in 
college with full-ride 
athletic scholarships. 

Lee will be 
attending the Univer- 
sity of North Texas in 
the fall. Banks will 
be attending Tennes- 
see State. 


Seniors Jamika 
Banks and Tricia 
Lee hoop it up. 
The Bruins 
finished 8-1 in 
the SAC. 


Boys’ bowling ends 
at semistate, 11-2 


The boys’ bowling teaia proved that 
they were a force to be reckoned with. 

The bowlers rolled their way to a sixth- 
place finish in sectional play. This sent 
them. to regionals and eventually to 
semistate, where they ended their season, 
11-2. 

“We were pretty successful, and we 
had a lot of fun,” said sophomore Patrick 
Borne, who bowled a perfect 300. 

With the leadership of veteran bowlers 
including senior Anton Babich, the 
younger freshmen bowlers and Borne, the 
Bruins are looking to build on this year’s 
experiences for a state appearance next 
year. 
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Gymnasts score 109.625 to beat 
school record; going to state 


At the gymnastics sectional this month at Homestead. Northrop placed second 
with a score of 109.625 behind Dwenger, but still good enough to earn the team a trip 
to the state finals March 19. 

“I was very proud to hear they made it to state. They put in a lot of hard work all 
year,” said assistant coach Christine Binns. 

With their sectional score, the Bruins also broke the formal school record of 108.8. 

“(Uneven) bars are our best area because,” said senior gymnast Kerry Coak. “We 
consistently scored high on them throughout the year.” 

Once at state, senior Brianna Neumann will also be defening her uneven bars state 
championship from last year. 


Boys’ basketball wraps up at 
sectionals; ends 5-17 


“Even through losing the games they didn’t quit or give up. They worked very 
hard (all season),” said head coach Greg Peden. 

All the team’s seniors contributed in their own way. Senior Mike Woods was great 
on defense, added Peden, while senior Tommy Wright was the Bruins’ top three- 
point shooter. Senior John Lange also led the team in assists. 

The Bruins ended their season in the first round of the sectional, falling to Snider 
57-54. Their overall season record was 5-17. 

According to Peden, how well the team will do next year will be depend on how 
well they practice during the off season. 

“We have six players coming back next year,” said Peden. 


Boys’ swim and dive takes sixth 
at sectional; team ends 8-5 


Six members of the Northrop boys’ swim and dive team competed in the sectional 
finals held in February at the Helen P. Brown Natatorium. 

Ending the season with an 8-5 record, senior captain Mike Raypole said, “I was 
very surprised and very happy with the season. We improved a lot from last year. It 
was an amazing season.” 

“We were pretty successful and we had a lot of fun,” said sophomore swimmer 
and diver Brandon Garr. 

Garr said 
that he sees the 
potential for 
much improve 
with an older 
team next 
season. 

Both Garr 
and Raypole 
said that the 
team improved 
not only their 
skills, but team 
chemistry grew, 
also. 


Gary Jefferies 
(260) 657-328! 
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Charles’ music career 
continues after death 


005 has been a huge 
year for the late master 
of soul, Ray Charles. 
He died June 2004 from liver 
disease, but the blind musician 
still had a huge hit album and 
movie about him on the way. 


Before he 
died, 
Charles’ did 
his last 
album 
called: Ray 
Charles: 
Genius 
Loves 
Company. 


Check It Out 


Ewe | 
PeeRLEAVEDL  “*ccorsing 
to 
www.usato 
day.com, it is the best selling of 
his career with more than 2 
million copies sold. 

The album features many of 
his hit songs, each with duets by 
different well-known artists. 

These artists include Norah 
Jones, Willie Nelson, Natalie 
Cole, James Taylor, Elton John 
and more. 

The albums blues style and 
lyrics go back into the past with 
lots of jazz. 

Charles was an incredible 
songwriter who sang his heart 
out about the Lord, women 
and Georgia among other 
themes. 

My favorite song on the 
album is “Fever” with Natalie 
Cole. It full fills a state of 
mind that makes you want to 
just sit there all alone and 
watch it performed in front of 
your eyes. 

One song that I’m sure 
most students have heard is 
“Over the Rainbow.” It’s an 
unforgettable arrangement 
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with Johnny Mathis that makes you feel like 
being a little kid again. 

In Charles’ lifetime, he took home 13 
Grammy Awards and this album took home 
8 this year. 

He is a huge inspiration to artists, not 
only blues, jazz, and gospel, but all kinds of 
genres imagined. 

Charles has been an influence through 
out his lifetime and will remain an influence 
even after his death. 

He was not only a great musician but he 
also over came drug addictions and showed 
the world that it is possible to accomplish 
what you want even with a disability. 

I recommend this album to everyone. 
Take the time to relax and embrace the 
wonderful artists and blues it brings. A 


ray 6 afr es duets with natalie cole 
elton jok 


ohn norah jones b.b. ki 


gladys knight di 
medonald joh nathis van morrison wil 


taylor penius loves company 
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Genius Loves Company features duets with 
stars like Norah Jones, Natalie Cole and 
James Taylor. 
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Current CDs 


Ray Charles, Genius 
Loves Company 


Green Day, American Idiot 


The Game, The Documentary 


Various Artists, Grammy 
Nominees 2005 


Usher, Confessions 
3 Doors Down, Seventeen Days 
John Legend, Get Lifted 


Eminem, Encore 


Maroon 5, Songs About Jane 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


Kelly Clarkson, Breakaway 


-source: billboard.com 


Top spring tours to check out 


-Ashlee Simpson 
-Kelly Clarkson 
-Nelly 

-Velvet Revolver 


-source: mtv.com 


-Green Day 
-Keith Urban 


-Papa Roach 
-Bob Dylan 
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iPod popularity grow with designs 
Four generations of 1Pod later, Apple has industry’s leading mp3 player 


SaMGOLDSBERRY 
ZACNHNORRIS 


1Pod and 1Shuffle 


ritics are raving about the quality 

of the popular iPod and the small 

size of the newer iPod shuffle. 
But these small music boxes come at a big 
price. 

The original iPod is a music collection 
that fits in your pocket. With 20 GB of 
memory, it can hold and play up to 12 
hours of music, or 5,000 songs. 

To decide which iPod is right for you, 
take a look at what Northrop students 
sophomore Ryan Annis and senior Buffy 
Esslinger, think of these machines and 
information about them. 

“They’re a lot easier to use. The click 
wheel is really nice,” said Annis. 

The iPod has unique controls. A 
circular wheel lets you scroll, play, pause 
and control many more options. 

The price of the 20 GB iPod is $299. 
Naturally, the price increases as the 
memory increases. For more information, 
go to www.apple.com to find out more 
information on pricing. 

“T’d like to have one if someone else 
would buy it for me!” said Esslinger. 

If you feel like making your iPod more 
you, you can also have free personal 
engravings on the back if you order on- 
line. There is also a special U2 limited 
edition available that is black with a red 
wheel, and includes the laser-engraved 
signatures of the band members. 

Buyers beware: According to 
Apple.com, the battery has a limited 
number of charges and will eventually 
need to be replaced (on average every two 
years). It costs $99 to send it back to the 
plant and to buy and replace a new 
battery. 

“] think it is ok to have to pay to 
replace the battery. You have to do it any 
ways,” said Annis. 
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If you’re on a budget, the iPod 
shuffle may be for you. 

Smaller than a pack of gum, the 
iPod Shuffle will keep you guessing. 

It plugs in to the USB port where it 
will randomly download 240 songs 
from your collection in iTunes. 

But it does more than just shuffle. If 
you favor predictability, the iPod 
Shuffle can be changed to Play in 
Order by simply flipping a switch. 

“There are different kinds for 
different people. The shuffle is good if 
you don’t listen to that many songs,” 
said Annis. 

The Shuffle starts at $99 and you 
can choose from 512MB or 1G of 
memory. It weighs .78 ounces, about 
as much as a car key. 

It comes with a lanyard to make 
carrying it around easy. It is skip-free 
and it can play up to 12 hours of 
continuos playback time. 

Beware, though, because the battery 
has a limited number of charge cycles 
and will need to be replaced, just like 
the iPod. The 240 songs references the 
1G and the $99 price tag is for the 
512MB, which holds 120 songs. 

The steps are the same for down- 
loading music for any iPod. You first 
have to go to iTunes and download the 
song you want in to an MP3 file on 
your hard drive. Then you simply hook 
up your iPod with a FireWire cable 
and download the songs on to your 
player, according to Annis. 

“T use it all the time, 24/7. I never 
put it down,” said Annis. 


1Mini and 1Photo 


fter the release of the first iPods 
in late 2001, the product has 
exploded in popularity and 


inspired a series of new and unique 
designs. 

Since then, over 10 million iPods have 
been sold around the world, and it has 


become the top selling digital music 
player in the world. 

“They are popular because they can 
hold so many different songs, and it is 
very easy to carry,” said iPod user junior 
Tony Waggoner. 

Two types of designs are the iPod mini 
and the iPhoto, which are now referred to 
as the fourth generation of iPod. 

One of iPod minis most appealing 
features is its light weight of 3.6 ounce 
and its capability of holding up to 1200 
songs. Ipod mini has a scratch proof 
aluminum case with up to 18 hours of 
battery life on a single charge. 

The iPhoto is also the perfect digital 
companion for your car, because it has the 
capabilities to be connected to a set of 
external speakers. 

“If I could have any type of iPod I 
would choose the iPhoto because I would 
be able to hold memories on it,” said 
freshman Brittainy Ellis. 

[Pod brands have also become ex- 
tremely popular because of their extra 
features from Griffin iTalk voice record- 


Accessories 


-offered on apple.com 


-lanyard 

-armband 

-socks 

-cassette adapter 
-battery pack 
-headphones 

-world travel adapter kit 
-speakers 

-sound dock 

-carrying case 
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ers, that can record 
statements, and iPod 
remote and earbuds, to 
Belkin digital camera 
links to Belkin auto 
chargers which can 
quickly recharge an iPod 
within a few minutes. 

“T think they’re 
popular because every- 
one else has them. 
People are willing to pay 
any amount of money 
for new technology,” 
said Ellis. 

Even though the iPod 
brands can be very 
useful and enjoyable to 
own, there has also been 
a great deal of contro- 
versy Over piracy 
concerns. 

“Parents give these 
devices, so they have 
faith in maturity,” said 
Ellis. 

According to a recent 
article of Wired 
newsmagazine, the iPod 
is being used to steal 
software from computer 
companies, which brings 
up piracy concerns about 
the use and safety of an 
iPod. 

“T believe it depends 
on the maturity level of 
the child, and the child’s 
parent should also be 
more responsible,” said 
Waggoner. 

Because of iPods 
growing popularity, 
Apple has just lowered 
their prices, to increase 
their selling ratio and to 
make iPods easier to buy 
for the average con- 
sumer. 
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The iPod family 
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The iPod ($299) can hold up to 5,000 
songs with 12 hours of battery life. The 
multi-colored iMini ($199) comes ina 
4gb or 6gb model. iPhoto ($349) with 
color display can hold up to 15,000 
songs and 25,000 photos with art. 
iShuffle($99) is the newest generation 
of the iPod and comes in either a 
512mb or 1g. 


all photos from apple.com 


Robots, funny and 
family friendly 


telyshaRICHARDSON 


obot City is the place where dreams come true 
for main character Rodney Copperbottom, 
ayed by Ewan McGregor, in the new animated 
film Robots. Carlos Saldanha and Chris Wedge the 
producers of Ice Age directed Robots. 

In this kid-friendly movie about the robot world, 
Rodney’s dream is to be an inventor for his idol Mr. 
Bigweld, the owner of Bigweld Industries. 

Rodney leaves for Robot City where he meets Fender 
voiced by Robin Williams. Fender is a robot who takes 
pictures of tourists for money in the city. 

While Rodney is pursuing his dream of being an 
inventor Fender is trying to make a living while hiding 
from the sweepers because he 1s an out dated bot. 

When Rodney makes it to Bigweld Incorporated he 
finds that Bigweld is gone and the new boss Ratchet 
(played by Grag Kinnear) is large and in charge. Ratchet 
isn’t accepting anymore inventions or new inventors. 

I didn’t like Ratchet in this movie. Many movies have 
the infamous evil character and they are all the same, they 
try to ruin something, they get beat and everyone lives 
happily ever after. 

Ratchet is making it so that all the old bots can’t get 
replacement parts; so they will have to buy the new 
uploads, or be fed to the sweepers to be melted down. 

While Ratchet is putting his evil plans to work, Rodney 
is staying with Fender and his sister Piper (played by 
Amanda Bynes) and other “Rusties” like Crank (played by 
Drew Carrey). 

While staying there he 
fixes other robots to save 
them from the chop shop. 

This movie featured many 
big actors’ voices like Halle 
Berry, Mel Brooks, and the 
others mentioned. 

Robots was very 
entertaining with few dull 
moments. It kept me 


laughing and wanting more 
of the funnymen Robin 
Williams and Drew Carrey. 
All in all this movie is great 
for kids of all ages 


en terfainment week! 


Robots features the voice 
talents of Robin Williams, 
Halle Berry, Drew Carey 
and more. 


and anyone else looking for 
a good laugh. A 
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Race does not affect grades 


staffEDITORIAL 


ccording to a 

recent study 

released by The 
National 
Collaborative on 
Diversity in the Teaching 
Force (NCDTF), students 
excel when taught by 
teacher’s of the same 
race. 

The majority of What’s 
Bruin? disagrees. We 
believe that a person’s 
race does not affect a 
student’ s 
academic success. 

Students do not get bad 
grades because of their 
background or their 
religion. 

They may get 
discriminated against in 
other ways, unfortunately, 
but not when it comes to 
grades and classroom 
achievement. 

For the staff, who feels 
race can be a factor in the 
classroom, they believe 
that it’s because some 
segments of some races 
can be victims of poor 
socioeconomic environ- 
ments. 

These kinds of envi- 
ronments do not always 
prioritize education as 
they should. In these 
situations, parental 
support is key. 

Still, students who 
want to learn and achieve 
will make it priority and 
work hard to get what 
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they want. 

There may be some teachers 
who are influenced by a 
student’s unsupportive home 
environment, but that is only a 
small amount. 

In the end, the staff believes 
teachers really do want to help 
students do their best. 

If a teacher is African-Ameri- 
can teaching African-American 
students, yes, it is possible that 
there might be more chemistry. 
Maybe they understand each 
other more, having to go through 
the same struggles that comes 
with being a minority. 

If a teacher and student are of 
different races, the teacher 
doesn’t go out of his way to 
flunk students. They are there 
for help and to make it easier to 
understand. 

A couple staff members think 
that school and education isn’t 
really that important to some 
minorities. These are exceptions. 
This could be, as mentioned 
before, because of their environ- 
ment. 

Most would agree that minori- 
ties do think an education and 
graduating is very important. In 
fast, many of their family mem- 
bers might not have graduated, 
and they’re out to prove them- 
selves. 

Race is not a factor in class- 
room grades. 

Teachers care about their 
students’ futures, not their color. 

Students shouldn’t think that 
their teachers are picking on 
them because they are a certain 
race. 


‘lhe 
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Where are you 
going to be over 
spring break? 


Pll probably 
be at track 

practice. But 
I might go to 
Cedar Point. 


-sophomore 
Portia Jones 


I’m going to 
Memphis, 
Tennessee, 
to see my 
cousin. 


-freshman 
Irvin Gates 


I’m going 
to Atlanta 
because 
I’ve never 
been there 
before. 


-junior Gabriella 
Martinez 


I'll be 
working 
here in Ft. 
Wayne. 


-senior Adam 
Turkette 
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A fair trial unlikely for Jackson, attorneys 


kevinBARESIC 


he jurors that have been 

selected for the Michael 

Jackson trial, according to the 
San Diego Union-Tribune, reflect the 
character of the area surrounding his 
Santa Monica, California, Neverland 
Ranch, but also the dazzling influence 
the pop star has had on the town. 

Because of these juror selections, it 
will be highly unlikely that Jackson 
will receive a fair trial. 

Among the jurors, one admittied to 
having been to the ranch, along with 
two of the alternate jurors. One of the 
alternates also has a mother-in-law 
who was a former employee at 
Jackson’s ranch and is on the list to 
testify when the trial begins. 

As the news of the juror selection 
leaked, attorneys questioned the 
potential juror selections. Judge 
Rodney S. Melville responded that he 
was more concerned on whether or 
not they could be fair in making 
decisions, rather than be influenced 
by personal relations or other 
reconceived notions about Michael 
Jackson. 

The prosecutors also were 
concerned by the possibility of a 
biased Jackson jury. Prosecutors 
urged that evidence, not the jurors 
themselves, be the deciding factor in 
the trial. 

So this leaves the question: Can 
megastar Michael Jackson, an alleged 
child molester, even get a fair trial? 

Jurors were recently allowed to 
visit Jackson’s house if they wanted. 
Furthermore, since Jackson is known 
for inviting people to visit his 
Neverland Ranch year-round, it is 
hard to find someone in the 
surrounding area that hasn’t been to 
his home theme park. Or at least 
wants to, maybe. 

Three of the jurors also agree that 
they appreciate the tax revenue the 
community receives from Jackson’s 
property. This information and, yet 
these three are still allowed to serve 
on the jury. 

The group of attorneys need to 
find a way to select a fair jury for this 
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trial, or it will be too controversial to even be 
settled. 

The buzz of this jury selection has begun 
to overshadow the more important issues of 
the trial, such as evidence and witnesses. 

Jackson’s high credibility in the music 
industry has brought other celebrities into the 
case who distract a jury from the testimony of 
an everyday common person. Their attention 
will be disturbed by the appearance of such 
celebrities as John Mellancamp and Kobe 
Bryant, which makes it even more impossible 
to conduct a fair trial. 

Jackson could end up serving from five to 


Martha Stewact: 

THs a good thing: 

Now Wk Can 
lishen to music 


ten years in prison if he is convicted of 
molesting the children who are suspected 
victims of Jackson. He may also be 
looking at serving time for the production 
of pornography. 

But as long as the attorneys in this case 
keep bumping heads and the media make a 
big deal about the high profile witnesses 
of the trail, it will be at least a year or two 
before a verdict is reached. And because 
of Jackson’s popularity, I don’t think he 
will be convicted because it will take too 
long too get the trial started and prosecu- 
tors will be pressured to drop the case. 


Kobe Bryact: 
He will And 
SOMQ WO 
Oud of tt. 


Forum / 19 


Teenagers judged unfairly by adults 


ear Reader: Opinions are like 

rear ends. Everyone has them. 

Certainly I have mine, and you 
have yours as well. 

If the stereotype is true, you smoke 
cigarettes (or worse), drink on the week- 
ends and have sex like it’s going out of 
style. You are lazy, irresponsible and 
immature. 

And right now you’re angry, aren’t 
you? Angry because I just stereotyped an 
entire generation and you don’t even fit 
the mold. 


Good, now that you’re well angered, 


take note and listen. This is the opinion 
many adults have of our generation. 

A research study titled, Kids These 
Days: What Americans Really Think 
about the Next Generation found that 90 
percent of youngsters have failed to learn 
values. 

In a similar survey, only 12 percent 


of 2,000 adults felt it was common for 
children to treat people with respect. 

The reality here is that few adults 
have much reason to think highly of 
teenagers. And who is to blame? 

We are. 

The paradox seen 
here is teens seek the 
respect of adults but 
often do nothing to 
prove they deserve it. 

We criticize the 
world for not thinking 
highly of our genera- 
tion, while we sit back 
and do nothing to prove 
them wrong. 

William Turner, associate professor 
of family studies at the University of 
Kentucky, said of the Kids These Days 
study, “Generation X is portrayed as 
having no real values, causes or beliefs.” 


Perspective 


kyleELLIS 


Think about yourself. Do you fit into 
the stereotype that Turner describes? 

Chances are, there is plenty you care 
about, but do you do anything to show it? 

Inaction has become all too common 
among youth. Selflessness has been 
replaced with selfishness, and this is what 
our elders see. 

Perhaps there is a lesson to be 
learned here, if we want to be taken 
seriously tomorrow we have to step up and 
do something today. 

So maybe you don’t smoke, drink or 
have sex. You just want is to be taken 
seriously, right? 

Then I dare you to stand up and give 
the world reason to take you seriously. 

Teens have values, causes and 
beliefs that make us more then dead space 
in a fourth period classroom; but if we 
don’t show the world what we have to 
offer, then maybe the adults are right. 


Sex has become too casual for teens 


urple means kissing and you 
don’t even want to know what 
black means. 

According to a recent cnn.com news 
article, “jelly bracelets,” first made 
popular by Madonna and other pop stars 
of the 80s, are now being used for more 
than merely fashion. 

Now, among many, they are being 
called “sex bracelets” and are used in a 
game called Snap, where each color 
represents a different sexual act that is to 
be carried out if the bracelet is broken. 

Montel Williams recently discussed 
these bracelets on his talk show, express- 
ing his disgust and emphasizing how 
casual sex has become. 

I can do nothing but agree with 
Williams on this point. Teen sex has 
always been a problem, discussed tire- 
lessly by concerned adults, but casual sex 
among teenagers has gotten way out of 
hand. 

When I first heard of these bracelets, 
it was from my cousin in Versailles, 
Kentucky, almost two years ago. Her 
school had banned students from wearing 
these bracelets, which were gaining 
popularity. I was incredulous and thought 
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it just a Kentucky fad. 

But, two years later it is still making 
a stir. Schools in such states as Illinois, 
Ohio and Florida have banned the 
bracelets, according to cnn.com. This fad 
has supposedly lasted 
for a couple of years, 
circulating the nation. 

Of all the things 
I’ve heard about teens 
and sex my whole life, 
this is the most ridicu- 
lous. It’s discouraging 
that sex means nothing 
to so many. 

I’ve even heard 
stories of students 
exchanging sex for 
small things, such as a 
ride home. This is 
nothing more than an accepted form of 
prostitution among teenagers. 

I’ve also heard of students who claim 
to have “friends with benefits,” a relation- 
ship of just casual sex. 

For many at this age, it’s easy to 
become attached to someone they have 
had sex with. 

I find it sad that some students can’t 


Soapbox 
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see past their immediate lust and the 
everyone-is-doing-it mentality they think 
other students possess. 

Beyond the obvious STDs and 
pregnancy that can result, self-respect is at 
risk. It’s easy to fall into this situation out 
of habit, misguided love, or peer pressure. 
But, in the end, you'll feel better if you 
can just say no, to yourself and to others. 

Exercise power over mind, and 
flaunt it whenever you can. You'll feel a 
lot stronger when you do. 
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Jelly bracelets: What used to be for 
accessory purposes only, now are used by 
some to attract the opposite sex. Just 
another example of how our culture today 
has become way too casual with sex. 


WB? -/- March 2005 


Should Indiana’s constitution be 
amended to prevent gay marriage? 


kyleELLIS 


n arecent issue of The Journal Gazette, the Indiana 
senate advanced a resolution to amend the state 
constitution and ban gay marriage with a vote of 42-8. 

If passed, the ban will go into affect in 2008 and Indiana 
will join 11 other states that already have bans. 

I believe that Indiana should join these states and protect 
traditional marriage as we’ve known it for centuries. 

“Marriage cannot be severed from its cultural, religious and 
natural roots without weakening the good influence of society,’ 
said President Bush in a Feb. 2004 address to the nation. 

Along with Bush, many Americans agree that marriage is an 
institution that should be preserved between one man and one 
woman. A CBS News poll revealed that 59 percent of Ameri- 
cans (an overwhelming majority) agree that Constitutional 
amendments to protect marriage should be created in each 
state. 

Admittedly, we live in a progressive society. Cultural 
standards of what is acceptable and what is not are ever 
changing. Change is okay, however, something as crucial the 
re-defining of marriage should not become a progressive trend. 

Proponents to gay marriage argue that by restricting their 
right to marry we are taking away the right of people to choose 
their partner as they see fit. However, this notion is slightly 
misguided. 

Marriage has never been an all-inclusive right. The govern- 
ment already has restrictions in place concerning who can and 
cannot marry that go deeper than the obvious age restrictions. 
In fact, our society even has a set of unspoken standards that 
frown upon marriage between distant relatives and sometimes 
even interracial unities. 

This amendment would just further and more specifically 
define the restrictions already in place. 

The United States does boast freedom and equality, we are a 
nation under majority rule with a respect to minority rights. 
That being said, homosexu- 
als should be entitled to a 
legalized civil union. 

By implementing 
civil unions, we are 
protecting the wish of 
the majority to keep 
and marriage 
between a man and a 
woman. At the same 
time same-sex 
couples can enjoy 
the legal, medical 
and tax benefits as 
any other hetero- 
sexual married 
couple would. 


> 
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ack in the 1800s, blacks could not marry whites. They 
were discriminated against based on a characteristic 
they could not change. 

The prevention of gay marriage is a step backward in the 
supposed forward motion of society, similar to the 1800s. 

In America, we boast freedom and equality. But in the real 
world, we are not equal. Discrimination and injustice happens 
everyday in this country. 

Every human being has the same rights as the next. This in 
mind, does being homosexual make you less of a human? Last 
time I checked, my gay friends experience all the classic 
symptoms of being human: love, hate, joy, every emotion. 

At the birth of America, we based our laws on Judeo- 
Christian values, which originated from the Ten Command- 
ments. This trend continues today. 

The Indiana legislature is voting on gay marriage rights in 
our state. If the state votes to ban gay marriage, as it is likely to 
do, Indiana will become just another discriminating state. But, if 
they were to allow gay marriage, Indiana would be seen as a 
leader for equality in America. 

An argument is that marriage has never been everybody’s 
right. Many times, people argue this point by saying you have 
to be 18 to get a marriage license. And here, this makes sense 
because most youth are not emotionally mature or stable enough 
to make a decision such as marriage at that young of an age. 
Teenagers are fickle and shouldn’t be allowed to do that. 

But homosexuals who have lived together or dated awhile 
are able to make mature emotional commitments to each other. 

I heard a teacher talk about this at Northrop. His argument 
against gay marriage was that homosexuals would be more 
influenced to “sleep around” when they get married and spread 
HIV. What does he think marriage is? Marriage is a commit- 
ment to each other and a promise to be faithful. If anything, 
marriage will keep homosexuals from having multiple partners. 

In the end, marriage is a 

fundamental right that all legal 
American citizens over 18 should 
be allowed to have. This includes 
homosexuals. So unless you 
want to say homosexuals aren’t 
citizens, let them marry. 

Most likely, gay marriage 
will be banned in Indiana and 
eventually the country. But 
think to the future: Twenty 
years from now, our children 
will most likely look back at 
this time and wonder why we 
argued. They will look back 
from a nation that accepts 

homosexuals for who they are. 
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Art Club member volunteers her time to 
finish working on the Mastadon. This 
Mastadon among all 102 others will be 
on display at Headwaters Park. 


(What's Inside?) 


jessica pontius 


The kids moved slowly but surely, 


and everything went very smooth. 
-Art Club sponsor Becky Griswold 
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implemented? (forum p21) 


Table of Contents / 3 


The Art Club started putting ye 
together its IPFW mastodofigs: 
about a month ago. It will be 
auctioned’ off and the proceed 
go to the United Way. - 


Art Club auctions off 


ZACNNORRIS the mastodon with an Indianapolis Colt’s 
outfit but, because of the time limit for the 
auction they chose a regular mastodon. 

“If we had a little more time we would 
have probably done something different,” 
said Griswold. 


However, in order to be able to create 


he overpowering structure gazes 

above everyone as they stare in 

amazement. This is the site of the 
colorful and unique mastodon that the art 
club has been working on for the past four 
weeks. 

“At the beginning we stayed two 
or three nights a week, now we have 
been staying every night to finish 
the project,” said junior club 
member Andrea Case. 

The IPFW mascot is the mast- 
odon. But, what you may not know 
is that the mastodon is only one of 
forty that will be auctioned off at 
Indiana Purdue Fort Wayne (IPFW), 
and placed in different locations all 
over Fort Wayne. People have been 
building these mastodons for the 
past five months, however the art club just 
began one month ago. 

“Everyone brought up different ideas, 
and the club members voted on the best 
one,” said Art Club sponsor Becky 
Griswold. 

There was also another idea to make 


The process was very 
difficult and time con- 
suming, and I didn’t 
think it would turn out as 
good as it did. 


-junior club member Latricia Stults 


this piece of work, the art club was 
sponsored by the Professional Federal 
Credit Union (PFCU). As the sponsor, 
PFCU has paid $3,000 for the cost of the 
creation of the mastodon. 

“We were given $125 for materials and 
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Mastodon 


with the money that the art club has, we 
will all go out to dinner to celebrate how 
hard everyone worked,” said Griswold. 
At the auction, individuals will 
purchase one of the mastodons, and the 
proceeds will go to the United Way. 
The process of making the statue was 
a design called mosaic. The art club drew 
all of the designs for the mastodon. 
However, the process of building the 
sculpture would be more difficult. The 
mastodon was composed of tile made 
of clay that was then covered with 
paint and glaze. Adhesive was then 
added to hold on the designs. Grout 
was then added to fill in the cracks, 
along with a sealant to hold every- 
thing in place. The background of 
the mastodon will also be high- 
lighted in gold. 

“The process was very difficult 
and time consuming, and I didn’t 
expect for it to turn out as good as 
it did,” said junior club member Latricia 
Stults. 

“The kids moved slowly but surely, 
and everything went very smooth,” said 
Griswold. 
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Good vs. Evil 


This year’s musical “Jekyll and Hyde” 


deals with a man who has split personality 


dianaNGUYEN 


his year’s musical, 

“Jekyll and Hyde” 

is based on a novel 
by famous writer Robert 
Louis Stevenson. 

The story takes place in 
the 1880s-1890s. It deals 
with a scientist, Dr. Jekyll, 
who is trying to find a cure 
for his dad’s mental illness. 
His father suffers from 
alzheimers and he attempts 
to cure him. He contrives 
different chemicals and 
drugs to find the cure but 
couldn’t find anyone to test 
it on, so he injects it into 
himself. 

He then turns evil. His 
evil side starts to take over 
the good. He becomes the 
evil Mr. Hyde and tragedy 
strikes at the end of the 
musical. 

“The music is awesome 
and terrific. There are five 
or six death scenes. It’s 
very cool,” said director 


According to Miller, the show is very 
recent. It was on Broadway from 1997- 
2001, which is new for Broadway 
shows. There is a pop/rock music feel to 
the show. 

“The strongest part of the orchestra is 
the strings,” said Miller. 

This year’s cast consists of 45-50 
people. Senior Brian Nietert was chosen 
to be the lead characters, Jekyll and 
Hyde. Junior Tabetha Brake plays 
another main character, Emma Carew. 

“T was nervous and excited. I felt 
honored. A lot of other people could 
have made it,” said Nietert when he 
found out he was chosen to be the main 
character. 

The role of Jekyll has more of a 
classical feel, while Hyde has a torn up 
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Top right: degkomiore Erica Tre dway, junio liz 
Evans, freshmen Sarah Snow, sophomore Michelle 
Decamp and junior Abby Hattery practices their 
routine for the school musical Jekyll and Hyde 
Bottom: Senior Dan Crago, freshmen Kyle Hoos, — 
sophomore Lashone Harris, freshmen’ Paul Nguyen, 
and sophomore Drake Wilbanks are also practicing 
their routine for the upcoming musical. 


Tim Miller. ma ee 


tone with raspy shouts. 

Other lead characters include Lucy 
Harris who is played by sophomore Tara 
Deal and Mr. Utterson, played by junior 
Jan Hunter. 

“The theme is different than what 
Northrop usually does, more horror instead 


of comedy,” said Nietert. The characters 
are more serious than the ones in past 


jessica pontius 


musicals. I think it’s deeper.” 

Miller interprets the theme as each 
person being good and there is evil in all 
of us. In most cases, according to Miller, 
our good side controls the evil side. 

The musical will be performed on April 
29 and 30 at 7 p.m. in the Northrop 
auditorium. Tickets are $5 for students and 
$7 for adults. Tickets are buy one get one 
free for students. 


‘The music is awesome and terrific. 
There are five or six death scenes. 


It’s very cool. 


-director Tim Miller 
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2005 Mr. and Ms. Northrop 


Seniors Lakeesha Burnett and Doug Abels pose after being 
announced the winners of this year’s bodybuilding contest. 


Teaching academy starts 
interning at local schools 


Sophomores and juniors in teaching academy started interning 
on Monday, April 11. They will be interning until April 29. 

The sophomores intern at Holland, Lincoln, Washington 
Center, and Northerest Elementary schools. The juniors intern at 
Arlington, St. Joe Central, and St. Charles, in addition to the 
schools listed before. 

“T get energized from seeing their enthusiasm when they 
finish interning each day,” said sponsor Lilly Mikol. 

The students do anything from helping students to giving and 
grading tests. They also help lead reading groups. 

“Tt’s very hands on. It’s fun,” said Mikol. 

The senior open house for their teachers will be held on Apr. 
25 at 4p.m. to show their appreciation. 


Erendrake on the verge of 
being finished 


Northrop’s fine arts magazine, The Erendrake, is near complete. 

“All of the writing is finished. The staff is mainly working on 
layout now,” says Deb Brabander. 

The process of putting the paper together has been effected by 
sponsor Annette Leeuw’s absence, but the staff is currently on 
schedule and staying on task. 

“The staff is doing a great job. The goal is to finish and get it 
out early. The team has worked well to do that,” said Brabander. 

Acceptance letters have been sent out to those people whose 
entries have been accepted. 
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Hard Work Pays off for 
McClendon 


The Sterling Sentinel nominations were made in January, 
and among the nominees was senior Jonathan McClendon for 
vocal music. 

Not only was McClendon nominated, he actually won the 
award. 

“T was glad when I found out I had won, all my hard work 
had paid off,” said McClendon. 

He believes he won because he’s worked hard for four years, 
and when he auditioned he put his heart into everything he 
did. 


SADD sponsors alcohol 
awareness week 


SADD, students against destructive decisions, will be 
sponsoring a variety of things for alcohol awareness week 
coming up during the second week of May. 

They sponsored the third annual essay contest from April 
18-May 2. The topic is “What is Your Anti-Drug?” 

On May 9, the essay contest winners will be announced. 
On May 10, the Freshman Assembly will be held in the 
auditorium from 8:10-9:10. 

Following that assembly, the sophomore assembly will be 
from 9:50-10:50, led by John Eastes and Lilly Mikol. 

“We hope that all students will think twice before 
including alcohol in their celebrations,” said Mikol. 

Next, on Wednesday, May 11, “Ghost-Out,” an event 
where students will represent alcohol-related casualties. 

On Thursday, May 12, the junior and senior assemblies 
will be held. Bobby Petrocelli will be the speaker. 


Astronomy Clubs 
telescope now running 


On April 19, 2005 the Astronomy Club will be welcoming 
the Fort Wayne Astronomical Society to demonstrate 
Northrop’s radio telescope. 

“The Fort Wayne Astronomical Society has greatly 
supported us, and that is why we have invited them,” said 
club sponsor B.J. Harper. 

The Astronomy Club will be showcasing Cosmic Voyage, 
which is an Imax movie that can now be seen in the 
astronomy room. 

“Tt will show us the energy levels in the stars, which will 
allow us to see more than what is visible to the eye,” said 
Harper. 

With this technology, it is possible to see another universe 
in a different way, through the electromagnetic spectrum. 
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Is bullying a problem 
at Northrop? Bruins 
define bullies 
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ame calling, 
pushing and 
teasing all relate 


to bullying. 

Womendia.org said 
sixty-six percent of youth 
are teased at least once a 
month, and nearly one-third 
of youth is bullied at least 
once a month. 

As a response to this 
lawmakers throughout the 
country are seeing what 
they can do to eliminate 
this problem. 

But is bulling a 
problem at Northrop? 

Students have been 
asked if they have ever 
been bullied or if they 
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The way the bullies are dealt with is severe, 
and they have parent conferences. 


-assistant principal David West 


know someone who has, also if they think 
administrators are doing enough to prevent 
bullying. 

Northrop students have defined what 
they think a bully is in their own words. 

Six out of ten American teens witness 
bulling at least once a day according to 
womendia.org. 

“When someone does something to 
someone else that the person did not want 
to be done to them,” said freshman 
Matthew Ciancanelli on how he defines 
bullying. 

Bullying can be linked to prejudice and 
ignorance. It has serious physical and 
mental heath consequences for youth. An 
estimated 160,000 children miss school 
every day out of fear of attack or intimida- 
tion by other students. 

Unchecked bullying can escalate to 
more serious violence. Bullying has been 


Bully definitions 


a Mentally or physically torturing 


another obsessively 
= prejudice actions 
=» harassment 
# name-calling or gossipping 


The bullies should get in 
trouble for making others feel 


bad about themselves. 
-sophomore Kaitlin Boatwright 
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pressuring another to do something 
against their will 


linked to 75 percent of school-shooting 
incidents, including the fatal shootings at 
Columbine High School. f 

Twenty-five percent of schools have \ : a 
been linked to shooting incidents. 

“Bullies only pick on other people to 
make themselves feel better,” sophomore 
Mallory Jump. 

Northrop students think that bullies go 
too far when they start beating kids up. 

Bullies should be punished for down 
grading other students. 

“The bullies should get in trouble for 
making others feel bad about themselves,” 
said sophomore Kaitlin Boatwright. 

Even though the statistics on 
bullying are high, the majority of 
students don’t think bullying is a 
problem at Northrop. 

Most students say they have 
never been bullies, but if some- 
one does get 
bullied its nothing 
dangerous, just 
name-calling. 

Junior Heather Griffets 
thinks that mentally or 
physically torturing 
another person obses- 
sively and consistently 
bringing them almost to 
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-junior Heather Griffets 


depression is how bullies can affect 
someone. 

“T’ve seen kids get pushed into 
the trophy cases and get food 
thrown at them because some 
students felt like being immature,” 
said Griffets. 

Assistant Principal Chery] 

Strader doesn’t think bullying is a 
big problem. 

Strader said that when a bullying 
incident occurs, first the students are 
called in and questioned. They 
always talk to the victim and the 
person depending on how serious. 

Also, bullying or harassment can 
lead to suspension. 

Strader personally defines 
bullying as harassment, or making 
someone else doing something 
against their will. 

“Some can result in police 
reports and we sometimes encour- 
age restraining orders,” said Strader. 

Officer Tim Bogenschutz said that 
depending on the situation, generally 
guidance counselors deal with the course 
of action. 

“The way the bullies are dealt with is 


said assistant principal David West. 
Students don’t realize how they affect 
people’s feelings by saying hurtful things. 
Just down grading someone can make 
them feel bad about themself. 
“Intimidation by one student or a group 
to another, threatens to make someone do 
something or to not do something,” said 
Bogenschutz on his definition of bullying. 
Some students can’t handle the 


-sophomore Mallory Jump 
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severe, and they have parent conferences,” 


I’ve seen kids get pushed into the trophy cases 
because some students felt like being immature. 


Bullying Facts 


a 160,000 children miss school 
out of fear of attack or 
intimidation 

66 percent of teens are 
teased at least once a month 


6 out of 10 American teens 
witness bullying at least 
once a day 


15 to 25 children every year 
commit suicide because 
they are being bullied 


-sources: womendia.org and 
bullyingonline.org 


pressure or take the name-calling and 
sometimes that can lead to hurting the 
victim. Some kids can also get so de- 
pressed that it can lead to suicide accord- 
ing to bullyingonline.org. 

Between fifteen and twenty-five 
children every year commit suicide 
because they are being bullied. 

Gossiping and being rejected or not 
being included with other girls can lead to 
bullying among females. However, males 
tend to use more aggressive behavior such 
as fighting and hitting. 

However, many students at Northrop 
don’t think it’s a problem. So why do the 
statistics prove them wrong? 


Bullies pick on other people to 
make themselves feel better. 
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O ne of the most under- 
appreciated jobs in 
education might be the school 
bus driver. Many people may 
not know all of the responsi- 
bilities and duties that the bus 
driver has to accomplish to do 
his or her job. 

Maggie R. is a Fort Wayne 
Community School bus driver 
who wishes to leave her last name 
anonymous. 

Maggie wakes up every weekday at 
5:30 in the morning, she then drives over 
to the bus depot and begins her first duty 
of picking the high school and junior high 
school students and delivering them to 
their schools. Then she heads over to 
deliver students to the YMCA. Next, she 
goes to lunch, until 11:00 when she begins 
her afternoon route of taking the students 
home, which ends her day. 

To become a bus driver you must first 
pass an exam and obtain a special license 
that allows driving a large number of 
passengers. Next, you must pass the State 
test and have good communication skills. 

“One of my friends told me I could get 
a job as a bus driver, so I applied and got 
the job,” said Maggie. 

Maggie works from 6:30 to 9:00 a.m., 
then from 11:00 to 1:00, and finally 2:15 
to 6:30 at night. And on the weekends she 
drives for a limousine service. 

“It is so enjoyable to see kids ride the 
bus and grow from elementary to high 
school,” said Maggie. 


samantha goldsberry 


Helping the kids over the past 

23 years has been the most 

amazing thing about driving. 
-FWCS bus driver Maggie R. 
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Hes or Greg Stewart, the 
2:35 bell doesn’t end 


his day at school, it is only 

the beginning of a long shift at work as a 

custodial worker. 

After being a teacher assistant, Stewart 
transferred into the custodial area in ‘82 
and began working at Northrop full time. 
He works five days a week and his shift 
usually ends around 11 p.m. 

His job is to keep the school grounds 
clean by cleaning classrooms, cutting 
lawns, trimming trees and picking up 
trash. 

“Summer time has the heaviest 
schedule. We have classes in the summer 
and a half-day class on cleaning and safety 
procedures,” said Stewart. 

After checking in with the foreman, 
Stewart goes to his custodial closet to get 
his equipment ready for cleaning class- 
rooms. 

“My area is the C and D halls down- 
stairs. I clean all of the inner and 
outer rooms,” he said. 

With his cart full of cleaning 
tools and a CD player, he was ready 
to get started. 

“T bring study tapes for indepen- 


The best part is when students come 
to us and we guide them to get help. 
-custodian Greg Stewart 


dent studying and CD’s with different 
languages like chinese, japanese, french, 
and german,” he said. 

He moved down the hall, unlocking the 
classroom doors to clean the rooms out. 

“This is one of my piggy rooms,” 
Stewart said as he entered a messy 
classroom that will require more cleaning. 

He sprayed the 
orange mop with 
chalkboard cleaner and 
began his rounds. 

“In the classrooms, I 
usually do boards and 
empty the trash first. 
Then I sweep the rooms 
out,” said Stewart. 

After cleaning each 
room, Stewart straight- 
ens up the desks and 
closes the door again. 

Even though 
Stewart’s job requires 
dealing with a lot of 
mess left by students, he 
enjoys working with the 
student population. 
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secretary 


telyshaRICHARDSON 


W N orthrop High School may I help 
you,” is a phrase commonly 
used by secretary Lora Wilkinson. 

This busy secretary doesn’t just answer 
the phones here at Northrop. She has 
many tasks throughout her day. 

Wilkinson starts her day at nine and is 
gone by one, except for the days she 
covers for other secretaries who need to 
leave early. 

Many people 
believe that all 
secretaries do is 
answer the 
phones, but 
that’s not the 
case at all. 

“T answer and 
direct phone 
calls, check in 
visitors and give 
them directions, 
deliver the mail, 
make copies, 
fax papers, type 
the announce- 
ments and other 
extra tasks, like 
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Lunch lady 


sarahLEAVELL 


S tudents hurry through the 
hallways awaiting the food 


that has been prepared. 

In the a la carte line in the 
commons you may run into one 
of the members of the cafeteria 
staff, Susan Eames. 

Eames, always on her toes, 
doesn’t keep the students waiting 
and always has a smile on her 
face. She also develops relation- 
ships with students and refers to 
them by their first names. 

“The best part is working with 
the kids,” said Eames on her job. 
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projects for the office,” said Wilkinson. 

Most students might say they don’t 
know Wilkinson, but if you’ ve ever been 
called down to the office during passing 
periods, then you’ ve at least heard her 
voice. 

That’s right, Wilkinson is the voice on 
the P.A. system heard throughout the day. 

Wilkinson has worked here at Northrop 
since Sept. of 2003. When she saw the job 
posted she applied, got an interview and 
has been here ever since. 

“The best part about my job is all the 
great people and students I get to interact 
with, the worst part would have to be 
when callers or visitors are angry,” said 
Wilkinson. 

Before Wilkinson became a secretary at 
Northrop, she was a substitute teacher. 
She took this job because she enjoys 
working with others and working on the 
computer. She also likes the office tasks 
and being in a school setting. 

Wilkinson does many tasks throughout 
her day, and there doesn’t seem to be 
many dull moments. 

She has the chance to talk to many 
interesting people, escort people to classes 
and enjoy the company of our many other 
secretaries. 


We have a lot to get done and you won’t 
see a lunch lady standing around. 


-lunch lady Susan Eames 


She comes into school around 7- 
7:30 a.m. and spends the day serving 
breakfast, cleaning the cafeteria, 
packaging cookies, cutting pie and 
cashiering. 

“It’s fast pace everyday, we have a 
lot to get done and you won’t see a 
lunch lady standing around,” said 
Eames. 

Eames started her job in °93 at 
Northwood Middle School because her 
grandson was going there and it was a 
way to help with his schedule. 

In °94 Eames saw an opening for a 
job at Northrop and has been here ever 
since. 

At 1:30 p.m., Eames leaves 
Northrop but the next day she returns 
for another long day on the go. 


6 calls in the 
Office. In the past, 
she worked as.a 


kevin baresic 


The best part about my 
job is all the great 
people and students I 


get to interact with. 
-secretary Lora Wilkinson 
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Bunner and Riley lead Bruin golf team 
timBRADBURN 


with the shot, shakes his head and sighs. 
Recovering after a bad shot is what Bunner says is the hardest part of golfing. 


ilence fills the air. He puts his Varsity’s number two golfer, junior Evan Riley, agrees with Bunner. 


ball on the tee, does a practice 
swing with his driver then steps 
back to check out the course. He gets in 


“After making a 
bad shot, being able to 
forget about it is the 


position, lifts the club back and hits the hardest part of golf,” 
ball further than anyone in his group. said Riley : 
This golfer is sophomore Alex Bunner Riley has been 


at the Bruin Invitational. He is currently 
the number one varsity golfer. 

“T worked really hard to become the 
best I could and now I’m number one,” 
said Bunner. 

At the Invitational on April 16, 
Bunner’s one under par 70 merited him to 
be a co-medallist with Matt Shumaker 
from Columbia City. 

“Shumaker is one of the best in the 
state and Bunner tied with him,” said head 
coach Dan Gibson. 

Bunner has been playing golf for 8 
years and currently has an average score 
of 37 for nine holes. 

On the second hole, Bunner tees off 
and hits it hard. He doesn’t seem happy 


Below: Junior Evan Riley 
practices his stroke before a 
Luers match. 
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playing golf since 
seventh grade. 

“It’s pretty much 
the most individual 
sport you can play,” 
said Riley. 

Riley got a hole-in- 
one during the 03-04 
season. 

“T got it last year 
against Northside. I 
was kind of mellow on 
the outside about it but 
I was excited on the 
inside,” said Riley. 

The funny thing 
about it was that he 
didn’t even see it. 

“He didn’t see it but 
everybody else did,” 
said Gibson. 

The golfers practice 
at their home course, 
Colonial Oaks Golf 
Club on Huguenard 
Road almost everyday, 
at 3 p.m. 

“We go play nine 
holes and/or hit on the 
practice range and 
practice putting,” said 
Gibson. 

Currently the top 
golfers are Bunner, 
Riley, senior Adam 
Corrao, junior Joel 
Liggett and sophomore 
Corey Erdly. 

At the Bruin Invita- 
tional, the Bruins got a 
score of 322 and placed 
fifth. 


The Bruins next meet 


is April 30 at the 
Wawasee Invitational at 
Wawasee. 


a to 
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Steroids 
taking over 
sports 


ark McGwire, Sammy Sosa, 
Jose Conseco and most 
recently Barry Bonds. These 
professional baseball players all have 
something in common with one another. 
Many people 
know by now, 
they have been 
accused of using 
steroids. 
According to 
Bonds he didn’t 
know he was 
using a steroid. 
He went to his 
personal trainer 
because of 
arthritis pain and the trainer gave him a 
cream to use. The cream was a steroid. 

According to espn.com, the side 
effects of steroids are numerous. Side 
effects for men include a reduced sperm 
count, development of breasts, shrinkage 
of the testicles, and pain while urinating. 

The government should not be 
involved with the steroid issue in the 
national sports. I think the owners of the 
teams should decide the punishments for 
those caught using the drug. 

But when it comes to high school 
athletics and those athletes using the 
drugs, then yes I do believe random drug 
testing should be enforced. Many high 
schools athletes take or want to take 
steroids to get bigger and have the body 
builder look, but those teens are still too 
young and the risks are too great to take 
the chance at such a young age. 

Teens today have enough problems in 
their lives, the last thing they need to 
worry about are the effects of steroids. 

Many argue that it’s not fair for 
athletes to take steroids, because of the 
added advantage. 

Yes, some may be stronger but 
eventually the side affects will get them 
in the long run. Then they won’t have to 
worry about their added edge, instead 
they might have to worry about touching 
a newly developed breast while tagging a 
base runner out. 
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Milledge’s 
passion 
becomes 
new job 


santannaRAMSEY 


he new baseball coach Rob 
Milledge has had a passion for 
the sport for 25 years. 

He says even though he went to 
Snider, he has always looked up to 
Northrop’s baseball team. 

Why did you want to be the baseball 
coach here at NHS? 

RM: The kids are great and I love being 
here coaching them. 

What changes do you want to make in 
the program? 

RM: I want to bring back the tradition of 
the lead program and bring back a 
strong defensive team. 

What are you looking forward to this 
season? 

RM: To have a great season and to make 
it further than we did last year. 

What previous coaching experience do 
you have? 

RM: I was an assistant coach for 6 years 
and the head coach at South Side. 

What are some of your coaching 
philosophies? 

RM: I preach defense and you have to 
have a good pitcher. Practice everyday, 
play hard, and just have fun. 


Neuhauser 
new boys’ vol- 
leyball coach 
santannaRAMSEY 


cience teacher Mike Neuhauser 
is now the new boys’ volleyball 
coach. 

Neuhauser believes that it comes 
down to who has time and who wants to 
be a coach; that’s what determines who 
is qualified to be one. 

His plan for the season is to improve 
as a team and make it to state. 

Why did you want to be the boys’ 
volleyball coach here at NHS? 

MN: I played on the volleyball team 
here and I enjoyed it. I just want to give 
back what I got. 

What changes do you want to make in 
the program? 

MN: I want to make more of a larger 
club and I want more people to come 
out so we can show them what it’s all 
about. 

What previous coaching experience do 
you have? 

MN: [ helped out with the girls’ team 
for the last 3 years and helped with the 
boys for the last 2 years. 

How do you think the team will react 
toward you being the new coach? 

MN: We get along pretty good. We’re 
there to have a good time and to learn 
about volleyball at the same time. 
What are some of your coaching 
philosophies? 

MN: If you practice hard, you play hard 
and you 
play how 
you 
practice. 


Right: 
Science 
teacher, 
Mike 
Neuhauser, 
is getting 
out the 
nets for 
the team’s 
7:30 
practice. 
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Wims and White 
lead boys’ track 


Northrop boy’s indoor track team went 
to the Indiana relays where several top 
schools 
competed. The 
Bruins tied for 
second place. 

According 
to the head 
track coach 
Bob Shank 
junior Scott 
Wims is an 
outstanding 
runner and 
junior Travis 
White is doing 
very well in the 
high jump. 
Sophomore 
Bobby Moldovan is also doing excellent 
in distance. 

“The boy’s are progressing and getting 
better each day,” said Shank” 

The boy’ next meet is the Northside 
Relays on April 30. 

Other additions this year include 
seniors A.J Silkworth and Mike Woods, 
junior Chuck Dowdell ,sophomores Justin 
Geans, and Brandon Russell, and fresh- 
man Sam Bird. 


Junior Scott Wims 
blazes pasta 
Dwenger runner at 
the April 30 Harding/ 
Dwenger meet. 


Five seniors lead 
softball to 3-4 


The softball team has been doing 
pretty well according to head coach Dave 
Freon. 

“So far it’s going super,” said Freon. 
“We’re going to have a very tough 
schedule.” 

The team’s current record is 3-4. The 
five seniors, Rachel Houck, Michelle 
Meighen, Ashley Roth, Tara Garret, and 
Deanna Stiefel lead the team this year so 
far. 

“We plan on winning 75 percent of 
our games and winning the conference,” 
said Freon. “These goals are very obtain- 
able.” 

According to Freon, this year’s team 
has more leadership and has more fun and 
they cooperate better. 
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Janek 7-0, girls’ tennis 3-4 


The girl’s tennis team is currently 3-4 and has had many breakout players in 
singles, including senior Sachiko Janek, senior Jessica Gerke, and junior Leah Oren. 

Janek is currently 7-0 and continues to improve. 

“T hope that the team will perform well at sectionals and that Sachi will be able to 
advance to state,” said head coach Shane Crager. 

Even though the team continues to improve, Crager would still like them to work 
harder by playing indoor tennis. 

“T believe with our girls singles and improvement in all areas, we will have a 
chance to win sectionals for a second straight year,” said Crager. 


Girls’ track strides for 6-peat 


The girls’ track team is doing really well this season, according to senior 
captain Lakeesha Burnett. 

“Everybody’s really working hard to do their part well,” said Burnett. 

The young team with about 36 underclassmen and 6 seniors is improving 
greatly. 

“We have improved quite a bit since the indoor season,” said head coach Tom 
Knudson. 

Even though they are improving, they still have some work to do. 

“We have a few things to work on but overall everybody puts in their part,” said 
senior Jasmine Russell. 


Boys’ volleyball 
well bounded; 
record 1-1 


The ten player boys’ volleyball 
teams hold a record of 1-1, 

“Improve as the season goes on 
and compete for state,” said head 
coach Mike Neuhauser on the 
team’s goals. 

“We have a pretty well-bounded 
team and want to go far,” said 
senior Chris Evard. 


Baseball opti- 
mistic; 4-4 


Northrop’s varsity baseball team 
began their season with a record of 4-4. 
The drop in wins from 4-1 earlier in 
the season, is due in part to immense 
pressure on players and not taking 
advantage of opportunities in recent 
games, according to coach Rob Milledge. 
“We’re not performing as well as we 
should. The players aren’t capitalizing 
opportunities. There’s too much pressure 
on seniors after last year,” said Milledge. 
Milledge 
remains 
optimistic and 
says thing will 
change when 
top players start 
playing more to 
their ability. 
Top players 
include: senior 
Captain Matt 
Degitz, seniors 
Derek Hopper, 
Ben Dunlap, 
and junior 
Andrew Holly. 
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“We Are A Full Service Florist” 


WHITE SWAN PLAZA 9119 LIMA ROAD 
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 46818 
PHONE (260) 489-9626 
(260) 489-6682 
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Beck returns 
with Guero 


eck. He’s back and ready for 
a hit. His new album, Guero 
is full of unique sounds and 
electronica beats. 

On Beck’s album he tries to make each 
one sound nothing like the other. The 
changes in the sound can make one 
wonder what all the other albums are like. 

Beck reunited with the producers of his 
1996 hit album Odelay. This was a good 
choice on his part because Guero rules. 

Guero is a Spanish term for “white 
boy,” but the album has a more Latin 
theme. 

“Farewell Ride” has a psychedelic feel, 
while “Emergency Exit” is somewhat 
relaxing. 

My favorite on the album is “Rental 
Car,” it’s very upbeat and can put you into 
a happy state of mind. In the middle of the 


In Between 
Dreams 
unique and 
catchy 


timBRADBURN 


ack Johnson’s third full- 

length recording album In 

Between Dreams was 
released on March 1. It is labeled as 
Alternative Rock but some could 
consider it soft rock. 

The CD was sixth on the Billboard 
200 and first on the top Internet albums 
as of Billboard’s April 9 issue. 

His video of the song “Sitting, 


courtesy of tim bradbburn 


song female voices come in singing 
“na na na nana na” and make it very 
interesting. 

One song that got my attention 
was “Black Tambourine.” The 
chorus is repeated over and over in 
the song, so after the first time you 
hear it, you can already sing along. 

One line I thought was very 
creative was in 
the song “Miss- 
ing” is “The sun 
burned a hole in 
my roof/ I can’t 
seem to fix it/ I 
hope the rain 
doesn’t come and 
wash me down 
the gutter.” 

Many of the 


Check It Out 


Zan 


= lyrics are somewhat 
sarahLEAVELL _ haunting with the 
mentioning of devils 
and graves. 


The only thing I really disliked about 
the album was the tempo. More upbeat 


Johnson is a pro surfer turned musician 
who made and edited surf films in his 
native Oahu, Hawaii. 

On his album, Johnson did the vocals 
and played the guitar. He also wrote some 
of the songs. 

Johnson sings about a number of things 
on this CD including rainy days indoors in 


Jack Johnson 


Guero 


— 


Guero, meaning white boy in Spanish is 
Latin themed with different kinds of 
electronica beats and sounds throughout 
the album. 


songs would have helped. 
I recommend anyone who enjoys indie 
and soft rock to check out Guero. A 


“Banana Pancakes,” the happiness of 
finding a new love in “Better Together,” 
and the corrupting effect of watching TV 
in “Good People.” 

My first impression as I started 
listening was not a good one. It wasn’t 
much more than a guy singing while 
playing a guitar. 

But after repeatedly listening to 
the CD, I found the tune to be quite 
catchy. Even though it was sometimes 
just a guitar it still was quite good. 

“Belle” has some cool music with 
a nice mixture of instruments but having 
only four sentences in the entire song 
isn’t enough for a minute and 42 second 
song. 

The lyrics in some of the songs 
are weird yet unique and somewhat 
creative. When he sings “hala ka 
ukulele” in “Banana Pancakes” or when 
he’s singing in multiple languages in 
eS cllens 

The melodies were good but some of 


Waiting, Wishing” was on VH1’s top 20 
Countdown at the beginning of April. 


Jack Johnson sings about rainy days, 
pancakes and more on his new album /n 
Between Dreams. 


the lyrics could have been longer. A- 
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, 
Actors make a bloody ‘Sin City’ 


nickSTIEBER 


he movie Sin City, based on 

the graphic novel by Frank 

Miller, combines the stories of 
a thug, a cop and an ex-photo-journal- 
ist, in search of saving and avenging 
the women they love by ruthlessly 
murdering anyone in their way. 

The movie directed by Miller and 
Robert Rodriguez, along with special 
guest director Quentin Tarantino, has to 
be one of the bloodiest I’ve seen in a 
long time. It’s not that there are more 
people killed than in Kill Bill Vol. 1, 
but because it’s a more in-your-face 
violence. 

By watching only for a while, it 
became obvious that Tarantino was 
involved, simply judging by the three 
main characters in the three-part story 
line used in Pulp Fiction. 

There are also, as expected, many 
devices of Rodriguez’s in the movie, 
such as the exaggerated blow away 
shots where guys go flying back from a 
single shot from a handgun, also seen 
in Once Upon A Time In Mexico. 

The last time Tarantino and 
Rodriguez paired up was when they 


made From Dusk Till Dawn, which 
I found very disappointing. 

This movie is completely 
different though. The stylized, 
sharp, black and white filming 
along with the spot color really 
makes the cinematography some- 
thing to see. This along with the 
comic book theme and retro 
gangster setting gives off a nice 
crime vibe. 

The main thing that really makes 
this movie great are all the great 
actors. Bruce Willis, Clive Owen, 
Benicio Del Toro, Michael Madsen, 
Elijah Wood, Mickey Rourke, you 
name it, this movie has the all-star 
cast that you think about when you 
think about the crime genre. 

This is the best movie I’ve seen 
Rourke in since Diner. Rourke’s 
career hasn’t been the best to say 
the least, but as you can see on the 
screen, it’s not because of any lack 
of talent. 

This was an excellent movie and 
I suggest that everyone who likes 
comic books, or just movies in 
general to see this movie if you 
don’t mind a lot of violence. A+ 
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Tarantino Movies 


Pulp Fiction (1994) 
$107,930,000 


Kill Bill: Vol.1 (2003) 
$70,098,138 

Kall Bill: Vol. 2 (2004) 
$66,207,920 

Natural Born Killers (1994) 
$50,282,766 


Jackie Brown (1997) 
$39,647,595 


From Dusk Til Dawn (1996) 
$25,753,840 


Tron Monkey (1993) 
$14,681, 661 


True Romance (1993) 
$12,281,500 


Four Rooms (1995) 
$4,301,331 


Reservoir Dogs (1992) 
$1,169,142 


-source: www.imdb.com 


Guess Who?, a funny chick flick 


katelynSTAYTON 


uess Who? 

It’s Bernie Mac and 

Ashton Kutcher remaking the 
1967 hit of Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner when a Caucasian girl is 
bringing home her boyfriend who is 
African American. 

Theresa Jones (Zoe Saldana) who 
was very athletic in high school and is 
a doctor dating a white man Simon 
Green (Ashton Kutcher). When 
Theresa brings home Simon to meet 
Nd family in New Jersey, Percy Jones, 
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her father (Bernie Mac) isn’t very excited 


his daughter is dating a white guy. 
Jones doesn’t really give Green a 


chance when he questions his job and his 


hobbies. Jones looks up his working 
record. Green tries impressing him by 


lying saying he worked with Jeff Gordon. 


I didn’t really know what the movie 


was about before I saw it. I didn’t plan on/ 
seeing the movie, but I was very satisfied 


with it. I think it’s cute how people like 
the opposite sex. The movie recognized 
how people still look at racial couples 
different. It showed how most dads react 
when their little girl brings home a 
boyfriend. 


It’s a hilarious comedy with a lot of 
cute moments, a chick flick you should 
be dying to see. Simon tries to be funny 
by making black jokes but ends up 
going a little to far. 

Director Kevin Rodney Sullivan has 
made a movie that displays meaning to 
relationships, when you first start 
dating and when you’ ve been with 
someone for twenty-five years. 

The movie is about how men find 
out that when you get married the 
women are always right. It gives you 
the inside look on how some family’s 
act when they find out that their child is 
dating a different race. A 
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American 
Idol full of 
competition 
dianaNGUYEN 


he votes are in and the decision will 
be made. Who will be the next 
American Idol? 

With 30 million viewers each episode, 
American Idol, directed by Simon Fuller, is 
currently the top show in the nation 
according to usatoday.com. 

The performances are live on 
Tuesday nights on FOX at 8p.m. After the 
show ends at 9 p.m., phone lines open for 
voters to vote for their favorites. 

The results show airs on Wednes- 
days at 9 p.m. 

Each week after the top 12 have 
been chosen, an idol is voted off the show. 


After 12 weeks, there will be an 
American Idol. 

The show is great entertain- 
ment. It’s relaxing to watch. My 
favorite part of the show is the very 
beginning where the judges first pick 
singers to go on to Hollywood. It’s 
hilarious to watch everyone go in and 
tryout and their reactions to the 
judges’ comments. 

This has been the best Ameri- 
can idol yet. I think there are more 
strong and talented singers than past 
seasons. 

Each week the singers 
perform a song in a different cat- 
egory. Some of the categories are 
soundtrack, country, and 90s songs. 

This season will be hard to 
predict the next American Idol. 
There is a tough competition since 
they all have great vocals. 

American Idol can be 
unpredictable. The voting can 
sometimes get messed up when fans 
don’t vote for their favorites because 
they believe they will already be 


taken care of and make the 
next round by other voters. So 
people who really have the 
vocals can sometimes get 
kicked off when they don’t 
deserve it. 

If I had to narrow it down 
to the top five, I would pick Bo 
Bice, Carrie Underwood, 
Constantine Maroulis, Scott 
Savol, and Vonzell Solomon. 

When all is said and 
done, Bice and Underwood 
will probably be the last two 
competing for the title. They 
have many fans on their side. 
In the end, I think Underwood 
will win. She’s the strongest 
singer and she brings variety. 
A country singer has never 
won before and she just might 
be the first. 

The results will be in 
on June 1. Who will be the 
next American Idol? Watch the 
show and make your predic- 
tion. A 


Mama DeLuca’s, “Pizza Now!” 


kevinBARESIC 


he Subway 
franchise has introduced 
anew, supposedly quick, 
pizza restaurant called Mama De 
Luca’s. 
Their slogan “Pizza Now!” 
clearly makes customers in the 


Pizza Now! Cys 


kevin baresic 


Mama DeLuca s offers 
$5, 14 inch pizzas. 
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restaurant believe they will be eating 
in a matter of minutes. 

This may be true if the customer 
orders before they arrive at the 
restaurant. Ordering before arriving 
at the restaurant is an option. 

In my case, I went to the restau- 
rant without placing an order. A 
mistake, that wasted 40 minutes of 
my day. 

Servers didn’t act enthusiastic 
when taking orders, and they didn’t 
seem to have much working experi- 
ence. 

The young inexperienced workers 
may be the blame for the long wait. 

From the outside, Mama De 
Luca’s looks like a normal restau- 
rant. Once inside the restaurant, it 
seems more like a fast food joint. 

The atmosphere looks like the 
inside of the Subway that it’s 
connected to, definitely not a 
comfortable place to sit and wait for 


such a long time. 

After the long wait, my food was 
served. Might I add the fact that they 
mixed up the orders in my party. 

If it weren’t for their cheap, tasty, $5, 
14 inch cheese or pepperoni pizzas 
(additional toppings $1.25), I probably 
wouldn’t go back a second time. 

Mama De Luca’s offers breadsticks, 
wings and cinnamon sticks as sides. The 
breadsticks weren’t the best in the 
world. They were plain, and the sauce 
wasn't up to par. 

To be satisfied with Mama De 
Luca’s I would suggest ordering before 
arriving, so there won’t be such an 
excruciating wait. 

It would be a great place to order 
pizzas for a large party, but not a good 
place to eat at. 

If the service improves, and they 
keep up with the good tasting pizzas, 
this restaurant will rank among some of 
the most popular pizza restaurants. C+ A 
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Drilling In 
Alaska 


President Bush 
wants to drill for oil 
in Alaska, but 1s this 


the best decision? 
staff—EDITORIAL 


as prices are outrageous 
and we still continue to 
get oil from Saudi 
Arabia, even though we have what 
we need, our own reserves in 
Alaska, right under our feet. 
According to cbsnews.com 
87 percent of the 4.6 million acres 
was available for oil and gas 
development but now they plan to 
open 96 percent for oil and gas use. 
Drilling in Alaska is the big 
discussion in the media right now 
because of the high gas prices. 
Environmentalists stated on 
cbsnews.com, drilling could 
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endanger the animals and 
harm the environment. 

Others say since the 
Alaskan oil is a high 
grade and has low 
sulfur content it 
could be drilled and 
used without damage to 
the environment. 

The majority of the 
What’s Bruin? staff is for 
drilling in Alaska mostly 
because they want lower 
gas prices. 

If we do decide to 
drill for oil today it 
won't become available 
for use for another 6-10 
years said in sibelle.info. 

They also think it will not 
harm the Alaskan environment 
because they will only be drilling 
in a small area. 

Those against drilling think we 
should continue getting oil from 
Saudi Arabia and save what we 
have for a more desperate time. 

According to sibelle.info, the 


U.S. has more oil than Saudi 
Arabia and enough oil to supply 
America’s needs for 200 years. 

The staff also thinks that 
drilling will hurt the environment. 
They think that though there may 
not be much wildlife in the area in 
which they will be drilling, it will 
still be harmful. 

Since the United State has 
their own oil, it’s only a matter of 
choice and votes to determine if we 
use it or not. 

In favor of: 8, opposed: 4, 
undecided: 1 


_tdihae 


ear Editor, 
The article you wrote about 
the rubber bracelets is not true. 


A few select groups of people have made 
them seem like that. The rubber bracelets 
have no other meaning than fashion. It 
offends me that anyone would even think 
they were sex symbols. My friends and I 
will continue to wear them as a fashion 
statement and only that. 

--sophomore Jessica Mansell 
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Juvenile death penalty 


decision serves no justice 


n the words of George Eliot: “Our 
deeds determine us as much as we 
determine our deeds.” 

This is the way it should be, at least. 
Do evil, and evil will be done to you. Take 
a life, and you must give a life. 

But recently the Supreme Court 
ruled that the death penalty for juveniles 
was unconstitutional by a 5-4 vote. They 
declared a national consensus that these 
executions are cruel and unusual punish- 
ment. 

Was it not cruel and unusual for their 
victims to die? Was it not cruel and 
unusual punishment for the victims’ 
friends and families to have to see the 
dead bodies of innocent people who had 
no say in their own death? 

There are currently 72 murderers 
that committed their crimes as juveniles. 
All of their death sentences have been 
thrown out. 

They will escape with their lives, but 
their victims weren’t so lucky. 

Now, if a 17-year-old boy tortured 
and killed his entire family, he would live. 
He would walk with the smug satisfaction 
of knowing that he is guaranteed his own 
life. 

I think most people would agree with 
me that anyone above the age of eight or 
nine knows right from wrong. They know 
that killing is a mortal sin. Even more 
people would agree that the average 17- 
year-old (the equivalent of a junior or 
senior at this school) knows that killing is 
wrong. 

It is hard not to forget the sniper 
attacks that occurred just a few years ago. 
Many innocent people were gunned down, 
only pawns in a sick sniper game. One of 
these snipers was Lee Boyd Malvo. Since 
he committed the crime as a juvenile, this 
Supreme Court ruling means that he will 
bypass the death penalty. 

There are some exceptions, of 
course. Three years ago, justices banned 
executions of the mentally retarded, 
stating that the killer may not have the 
intelligence to fully understand his or her 
crime. 

This is a totally sound judgment. A 
mentally handicapped person can not be 
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aware of their actions. 

But a mentally 
stable, perhaps somewhat 
twisted young adult 
should not receive the 
same treatment. 

It is somewhat 
comforting that they still 
have jail sentences that 
will be carried out. And, 
some of these murderers 
will feel genuine remorse 
about what they did, and 
have to live with that the 
rest of 
their 
lives. 
This is 
the 
same 
with 
adult 
mur- 
derers. 
Ihave a 
feeling 
sandy that 
DUNWOODY many 

will 
only regret having to 
waste time in jail. 

I believe that the 
hardened murderer would 
be the child that actually 
plans or carries out a 
murder . They don’t have 
a whole history of a 
rough life to blame their 
acts on. I would be more 
likely to sympathize with 
them if this was the case. 
It is stranger to be so 
angry early on in life. 

I agree with second 
chances. I agree with 
third, and even fourth 
chances—when deserved. 
I don’t believe that 
somebody that intention- 
ally snuffs out the flame 
of another person’s life 
deserves another chance, 
no matter the age. 


Soapbox 


nthe 


e€cor 


Should professional 
athletes be regularly 
drug tested? 


No, it won’t 
harm anyone 
else and 
you ve got to 
be yourself. 


-junior Austin 
Curry 


Yes, 
because 
they could 
die from 
steroids. 


-Breeyn 
Alexander 


Yes, if they 
play they 
should be 
responsible 
for their 
actions. 


-sophomore 
Sedina Husidic 


Yes, it 
eliminates 
cheating. 


-senior Anthony 


Berg 
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Draft may come; not fair to those registered 


s an 18" birthday present, my 
Dad reminded me of my duty as 
an American male to sign up for 
the selective service. 

He even pointed out I could do it online, at 
my convenience. 

Thanks, Pop. 

Needless to say, I was far from 
thrilled to be reminded of this civil duty. 

I signed up grudgingly, but never 
took what I was doing seriously. 

I should have. 

According to a March issue of The 
Journal Gazette, the massive troop 
deployment in Iraq has caused a 
burden stretching military forces through- 
out the world. 

To solve this problem, some of our 
most brilliant politicians on Capitol Hill 
have proposed legislation requiring the 
army to “increase its numbers.” 

Translation: a draft. 

I’m sure I can speak for most 18- 
year-olds when I say that nothing excites 
me more than the possibility of throwing 
all my college plans out the window and 
doing a tour of duty in some Iraqi or 
Korean theatre. 


Courts should 


nickSTIEBER 


he debate concerning Terri 
Shiavo’s right to live has been a 
huge controversy in past months. 

Shiavo, the 41-year-old Florida 
woman who sparked the controversy, had 
been hooked up to a feeding tube since 
she was put into a vegetative state in 
1990 as a result of heart failure related to 
her bulimia. 

Although the Shiavo case made 
headlines in the past, her situation once 
again drew attention when her husband, 
Mike Shiavo, recently decided to remove 
her feeding tube. 

As a result of this act, Terri Shiavo 
died 13 days after the feeding tube was 
removed. 

Mrs. Shiavo’s parents, Bob and 
Mary Schindler, disagreed with his 
decision, claiming Mr. Shiavo was in it 
for personal gain. They supported these 
suspicions with the fact that Mr. Shiavo 
had a girlfriend and children, just five 
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Utne magazine reports that currently 
President Bush has two draft initiatives in 
Congress. These legislative works, known 
as S 89 and HR 163 should be decided on 
by May 31 of this year. 

Twenty-eight 
million dollars in 
funding has also been 
provided to a dormant 
Selective Service 
System to fill 10,350 
draft positions and 
11,070 appeal spots. 

While it is a civic 
duty to sign up for the 


Perspective 


dA draft list, implementing 
asa draft is only going to 
kyleELLIS make President Bush’s 


already unpopular 

policy objectives even more unpopular. 

Let’s face the facts. A March 2005 
Harris poll reports that 56 percent of 
Americans still believe the war in Iraq has 
been handled poorly. 

It’s safe to assume where these 
newly drafted soldiers will be serving. 

The United States’ army has an oath 
which each solider lives by called the 


soldier’s creed, which contains four “I 
will” statements: 

“T will always place the mission 
first, I will never accept defeat, I will 
never quit, and I will never leave a fallen 
comrade.” 

Granted I’m no expert, but it seems 
to me that you cannot have an effective 
military if your soldiers aren’t willing to 
follow the creed. 

If I’m drafted, I certainly won’t be 
following any creed but the one in my 
best interest. 

If shot at, I will not place my 
mission first; if it means life or death, I 
will choose life; If I have the choice, I will 
quit; and if it’s my life or another 
soldier’s, I’m sorry. 

Make no mistake, the men and 
women of the United States’ military are 
brave. They should be honored and 
respected for their sacrifice, but no one 
wants a draft, especially me. 

We don’t need 150,000 troops 
positioned in Iraq. Instead of ruining the 
lives of some 10,350 unwilling young 
men, why don’t we rethink our military 
objectives? 


have taken Schiavo’s case 


years after Terri was first hospitalized. 
There was, and still is speculation that Mr. 
Shiavo removed the feeding tube to get rid 
of her. 

The Schindlers’ list of court appeals 
dwindled and eventually became non- 
existent, as judge after judge refused to 
hear their case. 

I was, and still am, disgusted with 
the judicial system’s Pontius Piliate 
approach to the situation. If there were 
questions as to what Mike Shiavo’s 
motives really were, then there should 
have been a trial to judge whether he 
should have the right to decide Terri’s 
fate. 

It was very irresponsible on the 
judges’ part not to hear the case simply 
based on the fact that Mr. Shiavo basically 
had a new wife. The right for him to make 
decisions for Terri was based solely on his 
marriage, which he used as a tool for 
manipulation of the situation in his favor. 

As a result of Mike Shiavo’s 
decision, the “Right to Life” group banned 


together and tried to pass a bill stating that 
parents should have decision making 
rights over their children in similar 
conditions as Terri. 

I say no way. Laws can’t be based 
on isolated situations. The “Right to Life” 
group may not know it, but there is an 
America outside of Terri Shiavo. It’s just 
as easy to have dead-beat parents as it is 
to have a dead-beat husband, except with 
a husband there is a choice in the matter. 

I think it’s wrong to keep a severely 
brain-damaged person, with absolutely no 
chance of recovery, alive to fulfill 
someone else’s personal happiness and 
satisfaction. This is what the Schindlers 
did whether they meant to or not. 

I can understand the position the 
Schindlers’ had because, after all, Terri is 
their daughter who they obviously love 
very much. Most doctors concluded 
without question, that she was completely 
brain-damaged. When the Schindlers 
realize this they will have to ask them- 
selves; would Terri want to live like this? 
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Should Bush’s proposed social 
security plan be implemented? 


arielCASE 


resident Bush knows his new plan will be a 
challenge, but something has to happen to the current 
Social Security system. 

Changes in the system are needed for the baby-boomers 
coming of retiring age that will be withdrawing money from 
their accounts. 

Bush’s newly-proposed Social Security plan suggests 
that private investment accounts be created, allowing people 
to control their own retirement savings by investing in stocks 
and bonds rather than handing money off to the government 
to put in reserve for them until the age of 65. 

Being able to control your own money is much more 
reassuring than sending your money away to find out it was 
being used for something else. 

The present Social Security system is financed on a 
pay-as-you-go basis, with payroll taxes drawn to fund benefits 
for current retirees. 

However, Bush’s plan would allow money invested to 
get a better return rate than the money currently inside the 
social security trust. 

Bush’s plan would also phase in slowly starting in 2009, 
allowing workers to eventually be able to divert 4 percent of 
their current income (subject to payroll taxes) to private 
accounts. This money could then be invested in stocks and 
bonds. 

Being able to control where your money is going and 
what it is being used is ideal to those not in the system yet. 

Convincing the majority of Congress and Americans 
who are using the current system that there is even a problem 
is a whole separate obstacle. 

To significantly alter the national insurance program 
that is now 70 years old, means dealing with the different age 
groups that are involved. 

For example, according to www. washingtonpost.com, a 
majority of elderly voters are against the plan for private 
accounts, even after being reassured there will be no impact 
on their benefits. 

Middle-aged workers have to deal with worries of not 
having enough time before retiring to earn financial benefits. 

The plan is most beneficial to younger workers, includ- 
ing teens, who have the most to gain from the new Social 
Security plan and nothing to lose from it. 

People would have the opportunity to invest money 
themselves, allowing their accounts to grow more than the 
amount they would be earning from Social Security. 

This new plan would give Americans who want that 
opportunity to have control over their own money and to be 
reassured that their money is going to good use for their 
future retirement fund. 
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ZACNNORRIS 


rom being named 2004’s Person of the Year by Time 

magazine, to the war in Iraq and his new plan to fiz 

Social Security, the media has been focusing on 
President George W. Bush’s every move. 

President Bush has recently developed a plan to fix Social 
Security by proposing private accounts, but the fine print shows 
that it poses a great threat for people and the nation. 

Social Security is taken from a person’s paycheck during the 
course of their career, so when the person decides to retire he or 
she will be able to collect their income from Social Security. 
The average monthly Social Security benefit is $872. 
According to the February issue of Newsweek magazine, the 
number of Americans of retirement age will grow about 100 
percent in the next 25 years, and the ratio of workers to Social 
Security beneficiaries will decrease about 60 percent. 

In the year 2018, benefits will exceed Social Security’s 
income from taxes, and the system will need cash to fill the 
gap. Then, in 2041, Social Security will take in $1 trillion less 
than is pays out, which could lead to bankruptcy in 2042. 

Bush’s plan would allow workers 54 and younger to 
divert up to 4 percent of their wages to invest in a selection of 
stock and bond funds, also known as private accounts. 

If the accounts earn more than 3 percent above inflation, 
workers would come out ahead of their private accounts. But if 
their accounts earn less than that, they would lose money and 
be worse off. 

Even though this plan is charming to the ear, the only people 
who will be making a profit from Bush’s plan are the stockbro- 
kers, which is why they are in support of Bush’s Social security 
x3 

Social security is being taken out of young adult’s 
paychecks to prepare them for the future. However, what makes 
our current Social Security system unsustainable is that Social 
Security is spending more money than it is bring in. Because of 
this, young adults are becoming more eager to pay Social 
Security so that they can protect their future. 

Our generation will lose benefits with Bush’s Social 
Security, because more people will be retiring than working and 
putting money into Social Security. 

President Bush’s plan looks good on paper, but when put 
into effect it becomes a mistake that can hurt people’s personal 
budgets along with the nations as a whole. 

The true problem is the Social Security system as a whole, and 
how our current system is unsustainable. 

President Bush’s plan, even though threatening to the 
United States and to its citizens, is an unavoidable solution. 
However, there are choices such as accepting Bush’s plan or 
continuing with our current Social Security system, until it is no 
longer operational. 
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NATIONALLY RANKED 
SUDDENLY ACADEMIC PROGRAMS, 
ACCLAIMED FACULTY. 

COUNTLESS STUDENT 

LHE FUTURES NOT SO ORGANIZATIONS AND 
PROFESSIONAL CENTERS. 

U N C ERTAI N AND A VERY HELPFUL 
ALUMNI NETWORK. IF 

kB Ek Ae THAT'S YOUR IDEA, OF 
PREPARING FOR THE 

FUTURE, CALL OR VISIT. 


BALL STATE fun IVERSITY. 
Evvizthing gen mmesB., (800) 482-4BSU WWW.BSU.EDU 


Hause #f Rays Look your Best Clem’s Collectibles 


11119-B Grabill Road jn your Prom Dress 
Leo, IN 46765 


1 Month Tanning 


$40 down Glenbrook Square 5950 Stellhorn Rd. 


Sports Memorabilia 


Base beds only. Expires: 5/7/05 
Sports Cards Game Tournaments 


Call 627-8035 for an appointment Nascar Comics 


Games é 
Comics aes 


LiINA ROAD DENTISTRY 480-7087 485-5235 
Hal Atkinson, DDS » Angie King, DDS , 
Gentle Family Dentistry & Orthodontics www.clemscollectibles.com 


9005 LIMA ROAD Bring in this ad 


Fort Wayne, IN 46818 and get 10% off 
489-4090 expires June 30, 2005 


~~), www.webabychickens.com 


tae : One eaioerey CG ary Jetteries 
ee __ Two great names. (260) 657-228 

You’ve N pene 

reached a - 2" § SeeApply, 

Or 


hb? y tit 
eee | 


III! Roberts Road » Ale 


Dupont Animal Care Center 


Complete Care For Your Pet 
Boarding - Veterinary - Grooming 
Obedience Training and Pet Supplies 


z] iS 


ies 


Buy one ride 
for $5 


Get one SE 
FREE SISDOGE GO-MAIT THACK 
Monday ..» AND OTHER FUN STUFF/ 


muscey | GET N THE RACE 


ete ane Sunday - Thursda 11am To 10PM 
Friday and Saturda 11AmM To 1AM 


5015 Speepway Dr.  12-ft. Video Screen | c 
Electric Darts Daring and difficult! 


Ft. Wayne, IN 46825 Video Games Use the brakes or lose the race! 
Ping-Pong Challenge this indoor road course 


Phone: 483-9968 ribet Great music and a night club atmosphere 


Fax: 471-//761 New race track in Ft. Wayne on the north end of 
Speedway Drive, in the Rhino truck-lining building 


Sorry, No Orpen-ToeD SHOES On Go-KarrTs The only one of its kind in the entire state of Indiana 


Choose Andrew 
Davis Menswear 
for your next 
tuxedo rental. 


Quality, Selection, 


Service, P: rice. 


A N DB R E W 
DevAy “VOSS a 
ha ™ menses cf Dr. David B. Chalfant 
Better Choices Campaign -_ ao ~~ -- i . 482-2206 

$10.00 from each tuxedo rental will be 5931 Stoney Creek Drive 
PASE conated to Drive Alive program y : 
Alive. www.allenCountyDriveAlive.org _— Ft. Wayne, Indiana 46825 
Covington Plaza 260.436.4788 www.andrewdavismenswear.com . ‘es www.chalfantchiropractic. com 


FLOWERS OF 
CANTERBURY, INC. 


Prom 
Specials 
Garters 
Corsage 
Boutonniere 


Body Flowers 
Nose Gay Bouquets 


» 


4530 Speedway Dr. 
483-7618 


30 Game Tokens ! 
$10 


Expires 5/31/05 


/ Y) | Bring in this ad fora 10% | 
t | cash and carry discount on | 
prom flowers 
expires May 31, 2005 


4. FREE Tokens : 


| One Coupon per Person : 
| Expires 5/31/05 | 


808 West Washington Center Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 


Phone: 485-7589 Fax: 485-1373 


Northrop High School 
May 2005 
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to the metal, 


round racing — 


Perfect For Riiy Occasion 
Weddings = Proms = Birthdays = Anhiversaries” 
e Bachelor & Bachelorette Parties or 
Just a Night on the Town. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2005 GRADUATES!!! 


FLOWERS OF 
CANTERBURY, INC. 


Graduation Parties & Celebrations 


One university. 
Two great names. 


It S ae 2 


) late. 


Apply for IPFW 
admission today! 


Let us create unique decorations for 
your graduation celebration 


Balloon Bouquets 

Table Centerpieces 

Cake Flowers 

Buffet Table Arrangements 


Mention this ad for a 10% | 

| discount off your cash or | 
credit card order | 
expires June 15, 2005 


Not valid for wire orders, labor or delivery charges 


‘Assistance is available 
to any student 
who needs it. 


shia Panbamrung 

Assistant Director of Admissions, 
Multicultural Recruitment 
260-481-6812 
panbamra@ipfw.edu 
www.ipfw.edu 


808 West Washington Center Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 


Phone: 485-7589 Fax: 485-1373 


INDIANA UNIVERSITY—PURDUE UNIVERSITY FORT WAYNE 


Wells Fargo Bank 


Pine Valley 


1000 E. Dupont Rd. 
~ Ft. Wayne, IN 46825 
Phone: 461-6015 
Fax: 461-6729 


Come in and see one of our bankers today 
so you can start your life on the right foot. 


Bankers 


Claudia Sullivan: 461-6018 
Tom Kracium: 461-6015 
Molly Hartman: 461-6012 
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jessica pontius 


If you love what you’re doing 
you should just stay with it. 


-Spanish teacher Frank Ebetino 


Speech members make their way to nationals 
(news p4) 


Street racers reveal the truth about underground racing 
(insight pp) 

NHS star athletes get a chance to shine in college 
(sports pp12-13) 


Low on cash? Check out affordable Indiana travel destinations 
(premiere p15) 


Pro/Con: Should Allen County make smoking laws tougher? 
(forum p 17 
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Speech team qualifies 


Ellis and Herber are going to Philadelphia to 
represent Northrop’s speech team at nationals 


sandyDUNWOODY 
katelynSTAYTON 


AN t took a lot of patience, 
perseverance, determination 


and drive; I’ve spent a lot of 
time researching after school and its nice 
that it’s paid off,” said senior Kyle Ellis. 

Ellis has qualified to compete in the 
National Forensic League national 
tournament for debate and is very excited. 

Ellis has been on the speech team for 
four years, waking up every Saturday 
morning for about seven 
months before five a.m. 

“Since my freshman year 
qualifying for nationals has 
been my biggest goal,” said 
Ellis. 

To qualify for nationals 
you must first compete in the 
district tournament and win 
it, which is tough because 
Northrop’s district is one of the hardest in 
the state. 


“When I found out that I qualified 
the first person I called was my mom 
from the stage,” he said. 

Nationals is a weeklong competition 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, which he 
will approximately have a hundred 
debate cases to prepare for. Ellis will be 
competing with some of the best 
debaters in the nation. 

For the first three days he will 
debate in congress which is a form of 
debate and if he doesn’t make the cut, 
then his consolation event will be 
impromptu. 


sam goldsberry 


Tam very excited, but 
kind of nervous. I don’t 


know what to expect. 
-senior Sam Herber 


The true debate events are public 
forum, Lincoln Douglas and Policy. 

“I was really proud that the team as 
young as it is got sixth at state,” said Ellis. 

“That’s a big accomplishment consider- 
ing the teams inexperience.” 

Senior Sam Herber will also be going 
to Philadelphia to compete against other 
students. 

Herber will be competing in the 
humorous interpretation category, using a 
cutting from “Dracula: Dead and Loving 
It” by Mel Brooks. The cutting will be 
about 10 minutes long. 

“It’s supposed to be funny, but a lot of 
times the audience doesn’t laugh when 
they’re supposed to,” said Herber. 

Even though the audience 
might not get the humor, the 
judges must have, because 
Herber qualified for the 
National Forensic League 
national tournament. 

The National Forensic 
League national tournament is 
no small deal. According to 
Herber, the Philadelphia 


Senior Sam Herber 
practices before 
going on stage to 
perform in front of 
the judges. 
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Senior Kyle Ellis 
prepares hisself at 
the state speech 
meet before 
competing. 


auditorium will be filled to the max. 

“There will be a lot of people there 
watching me,” said Herber. 

This doesn’t totally phase Herber. He is 
looking forward to competing. 

“Tam very excited, but kind of nervous. 
I don’t know what to expect,” said Herber. 

Even though Herber has not been on 
the speech team since his freshman year 
like Ellis, he’s quickly become an asset. 
He has put a lot of effort into his act to be 
able to qualify for nationals. 

“It took lots of practice and friends 
telling me I did well when I really just 
sucked,” said Herber. When he found out 
that he had qualified for nationals, he 
figured that there must have been some 
kind of mistake on the judge’s part. 

“IT was so surprised. I was like ‘What? 
Did this really happen?’” said Herber. 

While Herber may still be in denial 
about qualifying, he and Ellis will be 
representing the Northrop speech team at 
nationals. 


Since my freshman year 
qualifying for nationals has 


been my biggest goal. 
-senior Kyle Ellis 
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Retiring teachers say goodbye 


santannaRAMSEY 


orthrop High School is one of 

the largest high schools in Fort 

Wayne and has about 100 
teachers employed. Each year we say 
goodbye to many of our best teachers. 

Science teacher Steve Flohr, math 
teacher Bill Carey and Spanish teacher 
Frank Ebetino will be retiring this year. 

“T am now financially at a place in 
time where I could retire,” said Flohr. 

Flohr has been teaching since 1966 and 
the only thing he has taught is science. 

Some of his teaching areas include 
physical science, general science, biology, 
and his current assignment, earth space 
science. 

Not only does he teach here but he 
used to help out the athletic department 
by measuring the distance of long jumps 
and by collecting tickets for football 
games. 

“T learned human nature; I learned 
something every day, never stopped 
learning,” said Flohr on what he learned 
during his teaching experience. 

Flohr is a gun safety instructor and 
after his retirement plans to work with 
Ebetino in teaching gun safety. 

“This is a great school, always has 
been, lot of changes and it still will 
continue changing,” said Flohr. 

Carey has been teaching for 39 years, 
but only 12 years at Northrop. 

Besides math Carey taught physics and 
computer programming. He also 
sponsored cheer blocks during basketball 
games and drove buses for every away 
athletic event. 

“I probably sponsored or had some- 


‘This is a great school, 
always has been, lot of 
changes and it still will 


continue changing. 


-science teacher Steve Flohr 
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thing to do with 
every 
committee and 
program at 
school,” said 
Carey. 

After retiring 
he hopes to do 
genealogy work, 
travel, and help 
his parents with 
their home. 

“Tt’s time, 
I’m old enough 
and I’ve been 
thinking about it 
for years,” said 
Carey 

Both teachers 
said it pays off 
when students 
from the past go 
up to them to tell 
them they 
actually remem- 
bered or learned 
something from 
their class. 

“Teachers impact the lives of students 
even if the teacher thinks they have no 
effect,” said Carey. 

Ebetino has been teaching Spanish and __ 
science since 1972. 

During his years of teaching he has 
helped with boys’ soccer, the science fair, 
and with foreign exchange 
program. 

“The science fair was long ago but, I 
used to help out,” said Ebetino. 

After retiring he wants to be able to 
travel more, to work on his photography 
and to teach natural resources. 

“T just want to get out of the 
academic calendar,” he said. 
According to Ebetino during his 
teaching career he has learned to 
be successful through adapting 
to change. 

He said, “If you love 
what you’re doing you should 
just stay with it.” 

“I consider teaching a _ 

great job! I enjoy it,” said 

Ebetino. 


Math teacher Bill __ 
Carey has been. 
teaching.for.39 
years and-now~ 
says:its-time to 
retire 


) 
Spanish teacher Frank Ebetino plans to 
i s year, but says he will still be 
ubjects\it natural resources. 


News /5 


SADD's mock trail 


| 


Prom 2005 


SMIJUOd DoIssel 


a 


SADD, students against destructive decisions recently 


Dancing in the Moonlightwas the theme for this years prom, 


which was held on May 14th at theColiseum. Seniors Doug 
Abels and Anna Strand were announced prom king and 
queen. 


sponsored a number of activities including a “Ghost-Out.” In 
this activity students painted their face white to represent 
the number of people who die everyday because of alcohol. 


Journalism receives 
several awards 


The Northrop journalism department was recently 
honored with several awards from the Ball State 
University Department of Journalism at the 50th anuual 
JDay ceremony. 

Award winners include: sophomores Samantha 
Goldsberry and Kendall Church, as well as junior Sarah 
Leavell. Junior Santanna Ramsey was also honored for 
her work on the What’s Bruin? cover. 

“T was very excited and honored to receive my 
award,” said Leavell. 

In a separate contest, WB? was named a Hoosier Star 
finalist by the Indiana High School Press Association. 


Teaching Academy 
preparing for next year 


Teaching academy is starting to wind down for the year. However, 
they are preparing for next year. 

“We're looking forward to an exciting year with new ideas and 
activities,” said sponsor Lilly Mikol. 

The sophomores’ last day of interning was on April 29. The juniors’ 
last day was May 6 and the seniors will finish on the 27" of this month. 

Project SET, an extension of teaching academy, selected new 
officers on May 4. The new officers selected were junior Sarah 
Williams, president; junior Cheryl Doan, vice president; junior Amy 
Reidharr, secretary treasurer; and freshman Brittany Mulligan, social 
chairperson. 

The last meeting was held on Wednesday, May 18. They are 
planning on having August meetings to prepare for the new school year. 


CALM meets key goals 


The conflict mediation program, CALM, set and was 
able to meet several key goals this year. 

The program desired to strengthen the presence of 
conflict mediation at Northrop and to re-establish and 
strengthen the presence in the feeder middle schools, 
Shawnee and Jefferson. 

They also initiated an effort to support families 
through community service projects. 

“While the impact of this first year was not as 
significant as we might have wished, the dedication and 
support from students and staff and their families 
exemplifies the caring nature of the Northrop family,” 
said CALM leader Earl Robinson. 
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Art Club rewarded for work 


The art club went to the Chicago Museum of Art for a field trip on 
May 13. 

They were treated by Becky Griswold, sponsor, for their hard work 
on the decorating of the mastodon. 

“There are 102 out there and if you find them all you win a trip to 
Disney World,” said Griswold. 

“The kids did an amazing job on the mastodon. I was very proud of 
them,” said Griswold. 

Their new project will be the decorating of the teacher faculty 
lunchroom. They will be painting vaction spot posters. 
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Street racing, also called underground racing, 
is usually one-on-one down an empty street 
late at night. Despite the danger, the adrena- 
line rush is just one of the reasons teens are 


participating more and more. 


A driver’s view of the world of 


street racing and its dangers 


kevinBARESIC 
arielCASE 


hen teens reach the legal 
driving age most parents 
warn their children that they 
are handling a two ton metal object that 
isn’t so easy to drive at first like most 
would assume. 
Take the rules of street racing where 
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there are two of these 
heavy objects moving at 
rapid speeds and have one 
of the drivers make a wrong move sends 
both of the drivers into disaster. 

“People just pull up next to you at a 
light and want to race,” said sophomore 
R.J. Feichter. 

It’s not hard to find people to race. 
People driving around town during late 
hours can notice the street racers parked in 
parking lots awaiting race time. No actual 
race sites are certain though. 


photo illustration by kevin baresic 


“We sometimes meet Friday and 
Saturday nights at Jiffy Lube,” said 
Feichter. 

Street racing can be defined as a 
contest between two cars, racing side by 
side, usually on an empty street. 

It usually occurs close to midnight. The 
later the better, because that means less 
traffic to worry about, and maybe less 
cops. 

“Tt is illegal racing on the street at night 
and is usually one on one,” said Feichter. 

There are several reasons that teens 
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Racing goes too far when 
you are stopped and get 
pulled over by cops. 


-sophomore Gina Craig 


would become involved in racing includ- 
ing peer pressure, the thrill, being cool, 
and the adrenaline rush. 

“Just to get an adrenaline rush,” said 
junior Jamal Robinson on why teens 
contribute to racing. 

However, street racing can quickly get 
out of hand and go too far. 

“Racing goes too far when you are 
stopped and get pulled over by cops,” said 
sophomore Gina Craig. 

Many that are involved in street racing 
don’t always realize, or just don’t care that 
there are several consequences and risks 
including, misdemeanor or felony arrest, 
fines up to 1,000 dollars, driver license 
suspension, and the most serious, involv- 
ing death or injury to yourself or others. 

Although racing can be an enjoyable 
time, it does come with plenty of risks. 

“You can get locked up, get tickets, 
wreck your car, or kill yourself,” said 
Feichter. 

Today, a ticket for speeding can cost a 
bundle, and increase the monthly average 


of car insurance. Who needs 
to worry about their car 
insurance with the high gas 
prices these days? 

Cars are also usually 
modified for racing purposes. 
The whole car from the back 


courtesy of r.j. feichter 


bumper to the air freshener in the front can 


be changed. Almost everything in the car 
can be built from scratch. 

“There are tons of ways to modify a 
car. There are fuel system upgrades, turbo 
upgrades, and boost upgrades. Everything 
on the car can be changed,” said senior 
Calen Gardiner. 

“They put too much into their cars,” 
said junior Stacey Schuler. 

Most teens buy these extra car parts 
with money from a job or other ways. 

“Some people steal or get it from their 
parents, or they work for their 
money,” said Feichter. 

One of these people who 
works to earn money for their 
car is Feichter. 


Racing Penalties 


“By watching movies on 
racing, and since I was 10 or 
11 I’ve loved cars ,” Feichter 
said on how he got interesting 
in racing. 

Street racers save up 
money sometimes for months 
to get that special or unique 
modification for their car to 
give it that extra street credibil- 
ity. 

Not just any car can be 
classified as race worthy. 
Feichter himself drove a 


e driver’s license suspension 


e misdemeanor or felony arrest 
for up to three months 


e fines up to 1,000 dollars 


e death or serious injury 


e car insurance cancelled or 
rates increased 


Left: Cars such as this Honda CR-X are 
often modified for street racing. Almost 
everything in the car can be enhanced 
for racing purposes. | have spent 
around1,000 dollars in modifications, 
said sophomore R.J. Feichter. 
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to go fas said sophomoremm. J. 
Fej rte often me@ts others on 
gekend*nights for racing. Left: 


- 


Car modifications 


eturbo kits 


Po eee ote efuel system, turbo, and boost 


upgrades 
ecool air intake 
enew exhaust systems 


®body kits for aerodynamics 


courtesy of rj. feichter 


Honda CR-X, but he has put in a 
considerable amount of money 
into his car. 

“T have spent around 
1,000 dollars in modifica- 

tions,” he said. 
Modifications on 
some cars can include 

cool air intake and a 

new and improved 

exhaust system. These 
features boost the car’s 
breathing ability, giving 
more speed and power to 
cars. 

Other more satisfying 
but more expensive modifications 

to increase speed are turbo kits. Turbo 
kits increase the speed of a car to make it 
quicker and more efficient than it was 
originally. 

Several racers give their car a better 
appearance by putting on body kits, which 
can help the aerodynamics of the car at the 
same time. 

“T don’t really have the fastest car, but I 
still race it,” said Feichter. 

Feichter is more about speed, but does 
get some style points for his CR-X. 

“T like getting scared and I just like to 
go fast,” he said. 


fI]P@19 


Ihave spent around 1,000 
- dollars|in modifications. 


_ -sophomore|R.J. Feichter 
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Top of the class 


I’ve always been 


4 Was pretty surprised. 
expected to do the For the most part of 
best that I can, and high school I was 


I want to succeed — 
in life. f 
-Tram Nguyen 


/* number thréB. s 


I was excited to be 
recognized for my 


hard work. 
-Chad Ward f 


I’m going to Depauw 
to study science. 


-Daniel Bennett 


My parents raised me 
to succeed and meet 
every challenge. 


hadn’t expected it.” 
-Gretchen Roby Oo 


»To be arock star, and 


-Dan Ostlund 


I hope to someday going to college for 
retife. business as a back 
-Allison Sobota -Peter Dragnev S 


I plan to study at IU, I Gétook hard work, 
hope to open my own dedication and doing 
business someday! all my homework. 


-Archana Narang Go -Alicia Wireman tA bo 
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First ranked 
girls’ track going 
to state June 4 


The girls’ track 
team continues to be 
first in state. 

“We have a lot of 
young athletes who 
have gotten experi- 
ence to get us points,” 
said senior captain 
Lakeesha Burnett. 

Burnett believes 
that the team is 
improving. 

“We've had a lot of 
rocky areas but we’re help the bruins 
coming together. We win the SAC 
have to make sure that meet. 
everyone scores where 
we need them to score in order to win,” 
said Burnett. 

The team has good expectations for 
state, which will be held June 4. 

“T hope that all our ladies run to the 
best of their ability at the state meet and 
that we all get our time goals,” said 
Burnett. 


Sophomore 
Allison Wims 
sprints her way 
to the finish to 


Boys’ track wins 
SAC over Wayne 
and Snider 


The Northrop Bruins Track team won 
their ninth straight SAC title over Wayne 
and Snider by 155 points. 

“The guys had a tough week before the 
SAC meet with five straight days, with 
hard practices and we used the Lime City 
relays to prepare,” said head coach Bob 
Shank 

SAC conference champions included 
double winner juniors Scot Wims, Travis 
White, and James Hopkins, sophomore 
Bobby Moldovan, and senior Seager 
Wilson. Wilson also beat the stadium 
record of sixteen feet three inches. 

“This was a special win because we 
werent expecting to win, but the guys 
really came through and proved once 
again that the Bruin boys track dominates 
the SAC,” said Shank. 
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Softball SAC champions; 9-0 


The softball team wrapped up the season as SAC Champions, after defeating 
Bishop Dwenger on May 16. They haven’t accomplished this for four years. 

“It was amazing. It’s my senior year and we were able to accomplish this without 
Amy Kendall,” said senior player Tara Garrett. 
They came out with a 9-0 season record and an overall record of 13-10. 
“We just play really well together as a team,” added Garret. “We had an unstoppable 
defense and great hitting.” 

According to head coach Dave Freon, this has been the best team in the last two or 
three years. 


Boys’ golf 7-2 
going to SAC 


Girls’ tennis lead 
by Janek 6-9 


The girl tennis team is currently 4-5 
in the SAC and 6-9 overall. The Lady 
Bruins have had many breakout players 
in singles, including seniors Sachiko 
Janek, Jessica Gerke, and junior Leah 


The Northrop boy’s golf team 
currently has a record of 7-2 going 
into the SAC tournament that was 
held on Saturday, May 21. 

Coach Dan Gibson said that the 
team was striving to place in the top 
two at the conference match. 

“We're a very young team and 
we’re doing really well,” Gibson 
said. 

Leading the team are sophomore 
Alex Bunner and senior Adam 
Corrao. 


Oren. 

Janek is currently 19-0 and contin- 
ues to remain undefeated. Janek also 
has surpassed the school win record of 
82 wins and 7 losses. 

“T hope that the team will win 
sectionals and that Sachiko will be able 
to advance to state,” said head coach 
Shane Crager. 


Volleyball 5-5 after Penn game 


“We played all right, but we should’ ve done better,” said boys’ volleyball captain 
Chris Franklin. 

The team has a record of 5-5. 

“The biggest game was against Penn because they were pretty good and they 
barely beat us in the third game,” said Franklin. 


Baseball 11-8; 5-4 in SAC 


Gary Jefferies 
(260) 657-328) 


Northrop’s baseball 
team currently has a 
record of 11-8. 

“There were some 
tough loses that could 
have gone either way, 
but we played as a 
team,” said senior Nick 
Goodwin. 

Upcoming games 
include Blackhawk and 
Carroll High School, 
followed by the SAC 
tournament. 
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Girls’ tennis 
senior 
capitan, 
Sachiko 
Janek, has a 
career record 
of 82-7 whch 
beats the 
former record 
of 74 wins. 


Janek break- 
ing records 


timBRADBURN 


ith a season record of 19-0 
and a career record of 82-7, 
senior Sachiko Janek beat 


Northrop’s school record of 74 wins set by 
°03 graduate Lisa Bartelheim. 

Janek also works at the Pine Ridge 
Racquet Club. She teaches people of all ages. 
She likes it when they get it right, especially 
the little kids. 

How long have you been playing tennis? 

SJ: Since I could hold a racket, four years 
old. 

How did you get started with tennis? 

SJ: My dad is a tennis fanatic. 

Who inspires you to play? 

SJ: My dad and Andre Agassi. My dad loves 
it so much because he likes how you can hurt 
an opponent without contact. Agassi is one 
of the hardest workers and is also one of the 
oldest and is still top 10. 

Why did you decide to play in college for 
IPFW? 

SJ: Because I wanted to stay close to home. I 
wanted my dad to be able to watch me play. I 
grew up playing on their courts and they’re a 
division one school so you can get good 
division one experience. 

What’s your favorite part about tennis? 

SJ: It’s a good stress reliever. I get in the 
zone and try to be creative with my shots. 
How did you feel when you beat the school 
record? 

SJ: I thought it was pretty cool. My dad was 
excited. 

How do you prepare for your matches? 

SJ: I listen to music like Sublime and relax. I 
get nervous 10 minutes before the match 
even if it’s an easy match. 
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Athletes 


kyleELLIS C h e 
dianaNYGUEN 
telyshaRICHARDSON 
Zs “They have a good team 
} ke-the-small college 
Stephanie ¢ atmosphere. One of my bes 
y aketan friends goes there and that 


made the decision easier.” 


Seager Wilson 
Missouri 


“They hav¢ a 
good pole jault 


Lakesha Burnett, 
Arizona State 


“The weather is 
nice, my aunt 
lives there and I 
like the team.” 


Tricia Lee Rig” 
North Texas es” 


“When I visited I really liked the coaches, 
facilities, and the girls.” said Tricia Lee 
who will attend Texas 
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across 
country 


Jeremiah Clements, 


Hope College 


“Tm excited to 
play football for a 
good program and 
they also have a 
good chemistry 
program. ” 


Jasmine Russell, 
Purdue University 


“T was happy. I was first accepted 
academically and then they 
eredne a scholarship.” 


Brittany Rahrer, 
Seton He 


es “T wanted fo play 


volleyball 5 nd I 
wanes elle 


that had physical 


f\ 


really like the 
coaches and girls 


“T was realhy¥excited, my best 
tend is also going there so I 


Fennessee State 


“T was excited and happy. I’m 
anxious and ready to go.” 


ee 


University 
ASU sat 
me down 


(S-Ball State but I 
sotw football 
scholarship from 


ae St. Francis so I Shaunt cock, 
took it.” Florida State 
and made 
Ray “Out of all the schools, I liked this team the 
ee . most. I like the coach, campus and all the 


girls. It’s not always about winning, it’s also 
about having good team chemistry so that 
we can grow together and win together.” 
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Life after 
high school 


hat athlete hasn’t 
dreamed of making it 
to the pros? 


Let’s face it at one point or 
another almost every athlete has 
pictured himself or herself in the 
NFL, the NBA or some other 
professional sport. 

But before most athletes can 
even get to the big times many have 
to make it 
through 
college. 

Granted 
there are some 
exceptions but 
not all athletes 
go on to play 
for a college. 
Even if they do 
play in college 
their chances 
of playing their 
freshman year are slim. 

According to 
www.thesprintfactory.com in 2000 
there were approximately 157,000 
high school seniors that played high 
school basketball and only 4,500 
were on the freshman roster in 
college. 

Another report from the NCAA 
showed than only 2.9 percent of high 
schoolers made it to the NCAA and 
only 1.3 percent of those made it to 
play as professionals. 

Not many play in college and 
those that do don’t go far with their 
athletic career after college. 

The only point in playing sports 
in college is maybe the scholarship 
money. 

Other than that athletes might as 
well just focus on their schoolwork 
and make something of themselves 
other than wasting time trying to 
make it to the big time. The numbers 
are against you. 

I’m certainly not trying to 
destroy anybody’s dream but lets be 
realistic, 1.3 percent isn’t a very good 
chance. 


Lines 


Side 


telysha 
RICHARDSON 
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ummer is rolling around again 
and there isn’t anything to do in 
Indiana, right? Wrong. 

According to enjoyindiana.com, the 
Indiana Bureau of Tourism’s website, 
there are at least nine interesting things 
you could do in our glorious state for a 
relatively low cost. 

One place you can visit without ever 
leaving the comfort of your mom’s 
mini-van is the Madison-Ohio River, 
National Scenic Byway. 

With a 302-mile stretch of road, 
spanning from Greendale on Indiana’s 
eastern border to Mount Vernon on the 
western border, the Byway makes a 
great trip for those yearning to see all 
the interesting sights of southern 
Indiana. 

Another interesting site located in 
Chesterton is the Indiana Dunes Na- 
tional Lakeshore. Featured there are 
dunes that rise nearly 200 feet, conve- 
niently located near a 25-mile long 
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With summer just around the corner, 
learn how to keep busy 1n Indiana 


World and Splashin’ Safari in Santa 
Claus, Indiana. Dubbed the friendli- 
est and cleanest amusement park by 
Amusement Today, this park 
features an eight-story tall wild 
water ride called “Zinga!,” one of 
it’s many features for thrill seekers 
at the park. 

For those that are into history, 
there is always the option of visiting 
the place some called the eighth 
wonder of the world: West Baden 
Springs. 

Springs, is an enormous domed 
place that was for many years the 
vacation destination of the most 
popular movie stars and the most 
powerful gangsters of the early 19" 
century. There’s plenty for the 
whole family to learn in this palace, 
without having to deal with the boring 
atmosphere that most museums behold. 

Other interesting places in Indiana 
include: The University of Notre Dame, 
in South Bend; Paramount Theatre, in 
Anderson; West Baden Springs, in 
French Lick; Monument Circle, in 
Indianapolis; and Blue Spring Caverns, 
in Bedford. 

For those of you who are basically 
stuck in Fort Wayne for the summer 
there is always the option of doing other 
things, 

“T usually go to the movies or hang 
out with my friends,” said freshman 
Cameron DeFord. 

Whatever the situation may be this 
summer vacation, there is something to 
do. 


beach shore. 

The Dunes are also home to unique 
desert plants and woodland forests that 
you can explore, if you or someone else 
in your family doesn’t like swimming 
and prefers hiking. 

Yet another natural wonder is Turkey 
Run State Park, located in Marshall, 
Indiana. This state park, unlike others in 
Indiana, features deeply carved canyons, 
ravines and 
gorges that 
were formed 
as a result of 
the glacial 


Hiouse of Rays. joa ume 


melt that 
took place 11119-B Grabill Road 
millions of Leo, IN 46765 
years ago. 
Not Get your rays the SMART way, 

particularly Tan with House of Rays Expires: June Li, 2005 
into nature? Mes oalid th ary oo a 
No problem. 
Just take a Call 627-8035 Coupon and Student ID Required 

; for an appointment Visit our website at: www.houseofrays.com 
trip to 
Holiday 
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sn’t Paris Hilton supposed to be a 


with under the hood and something 


House of Wax too gory TOP 
10 


model or something? In the new 
movie House of Wax, this girl has a 
lead role. 

Most of the movie takes place in a town 
made of all wax. It has a museum called 
the House of Wax, which is where two 
twin boys and their parents used to live. 
The mother of the 
boys’ is a wax 
molder. Check It Out 

Six friends are 
taking a trip toa 
football game out of 
town and decide to 
stop for a night. 
Being the geniuses 
that they are, they 
stop in the woods, in 
the middle of 
nowhere and camp 


out. sarahLEAVELL 
While camping 
Wade’s (Jared Padelecki) car gets messed 


Rob Thomas going solo 


ZACNNORRIS 


n April article of Entertainment 
Weekly stated that they along 
with others, doubt Rob Thomas’ 
abilities to go solo. The newly solo 
Thomas has just released his new CD 
Something to Be, which is a hip-hop and 
soft rock mix. 

However, his new CD is making people 
contemplate if he can do it alone. In my 
opinion, yes he can. 

Something to Be is very evenly 
distributed. When the lyrics become dull 
and soft the music takes over, and vice- 
versa. 

Something to Be was produced by Matt 
Serletic for Melisma Productions, Incorpo- 
rated. In his songs he talks about love, 
heartbreak, and misery. 

He talks mainly about heartbreak. In 
fact, his first and fourth songs on the CD 
are called “This is How a Heart Breaks” 
and “When the Heartache Ends.” 

Thomas’ CD isn’t entirely as interest- 
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gets broken while they are sleep- 


Indiana hot spots 


ing. 
The next day is when the killing 
happens. 
I liked the movie, but at the 
same time I couldn’t stand it. It 
wasn’t scary, just gory. The wax 1 
figures creeped me out. The Lake 
Thank goodness for Chad 
Michael Murray because his 2 
hotness is what kept me into the Home 
movie. 
Scary movies have just gotten The skate park 
stupid. Even the killer in the movie 
wasn’t freaky looking. I give it to I di iF 
Brian Van Holt though because he n lanapO 1S 
had to play Vincent the killer and 
Bo, Vincent’s brother. Glenbrook Mall 
I encourage anyone who enjoys 
getting scared for a couple 
minutes, bad acting, and some Hooters 
pretty good death scenes to check 
out House of Wax. C- Indiana Beach 


The Pool 


Nowhere 
ing as his hit single, but it is still able to 
hold its own. Jeffferson Pointe 

With all of the talk about heartache, 
the CD is portrayed as a depressive love 
story. However, Something to Be, does 
have its high points. A few of the songs 
are up beat, but sadly this style of music 
does not continue throughout the entire 
Cb: 

Thomas does have a significant fan 
base, because Yahoo music recently 
named Thomas artist of the month. 

Something to Be, is a great example 
of how his style of music has calmed 
down through the years. 

This is a shame, because Thomas 
became famous for his rock days with 
Santana and Matchbox Twenty and 
because of that he is still very popular. 

I admire Thomas for trying to go out 
on his own and create a new record. I ‘rob thomas.) 
also hope that he becomes widely mething to be 
known as a solo artist, however, I doubt 
he will be a major breakout star. I hope 


he sticks with Matchbox Twenty and the | Rob Thomas's sings about heart break in 
good-old rock days of his past. B- his first solo album Something to Be 


source: survey of 100 Bruins 
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Daylight 
Savings 
switch, for 
the better 


staffEDITORIAL 


he rest of the country is doing 
it, and now Indiana will be. 
Next spring, Hoosiers will 
have to change their clocks to an hour 
ahead due to the new daylight savings 
time bill being passed. 

Recently 51 members of the 
state Senate, including 43 Republi- 
cans and eight Democrats supported 
the new daylight savings time bill. 

This bill will allow Hoosiers to 
have an extra hour of daylight that 
will contribute to helping outdoor 
businesses and others such as 
farmers. 

What’s Bruin? staff members 
were asked if Indiana should have 
switched to daylight savings time. 

The majority of the staff agreed 
that the bill is an advantage to the 
state because it will be good for 
progress in the state. 

The bill will improve Indiana’s 
image because the state is sometimes 
viewed as being stuck in the stone 
age. 

With the change, the whole 
country will now be uniform because 
every state will change their times. It 
will be less confusing for travelers 
and businesses. 

However, some disadvantages to 
switching the clocks is that it could 
easily confuse people in Indiana since 
they have never changed times when 
the rest of the country did. 

Hoosiers would also consider it 
somewhat of an inconvenience 
because they are used to waking up 
when it is still dark outside. 

The biggest advantage of the 
new time changes for teens would 
have to be the extra hour of sunlight 
to enjoy in the evening. 

In favor of, 7, opposed, 3,undecided,3 
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Take the road less traveled 


unior Megan Danalds wrote in a 

Letter to the Editor of WB?’s Jan. 

issue that much of our content is a 
“fluffy substitute for 
intellect and substance.” 

Megan, you are 
absolutely right. 

Many of our 
articles stray from what 
those in the journalism 
field call “hard news.” 
Unfortunately, that is 
what people seem to 
want to read nowadays. 

Half of Americans 
aged 16-65 have a 
reading level below the 
eighth grade, according 
to Wesley Payne 
McClendon Jr., director of work-force 
development for the National Alliance of 
Business. 

We dumb down everything. Even 
USA Today writes at a seventh-grade 
level, so that everyone can understand. 

I had hoped, as opinion editor, that 
my section could perhaps interest students 
and make them care about issues that will 
affect them. 


Soapbox 


sandy 
DUNWOODY 


It seems that less and less students 
care about what is happening in the world 
outside of their own personal life. Every- 
thing revolves around school, work, and 
friends. I can only trust that this is not just 
my generation, and that this will change 
with time and maturity. 

As an opinion columnist, I’ve tried 
writing about what students would want to 
read and that might affect them, rather 
than the same old content. Often, though, I 
see people looking only at pictures and 
captions and skipping over the opinion 
section. 

This is the end. The big finale. El 
fin—is that right? I took three years of 
Spanish and I don’t even remember. 
Violins, single tear, the whole bit. 

I just hope that those that leave 
Northrop leave caring about what’s 
happening outside of their own bubble. 

I know that high schoolers are busy. 
Still, there are small things that you can do 
to keep up with what’s happening. 

Try picking up a Time magazine 
instead of YM. Watch even a few minutes 
of news before changing the channel to 
watch South Park. 

Take the road less traveled by. 


High school lessons I learned 


hile looking back on the last 
four years the most important 
lessons I’ve learned in these 


white, paint-chipped classrooms are far 
more simplistic than lectures on the 
literary worth of a Nobel laureate or the 
contributions Adam Smith made to 
economics, but arguably more valuable. 

One in particular that always stands 
out in my mind is something my pastor 
frequently says, “You can’t choose your 
circumstances, but you can choose to 
overcome them.” 

Although you can’t control what 
happens to you in life, how you deal with 
it can be the difference between your 
success and failure. 

I consider myself blessed for the 
opportunities I’ve had while a student at 
NHS. The people I’ve met and places I’ve 
been have all shaped my character. 

With commencement right around 
the corner, I must also take a moment to 
thank some of the people who have helped 


me along the way. 

Walt Cook, Linc Record and Laura 
Archbold: thank you for investing so 
much of your time and money on me and 
the rest of the speech team. The fire is in 
my belly. I promise I'll make you guys 
proud. 

Pete Baney: thank 
you for being both an 
adviser and friend. I 
appreciate how much 
you’ ve invested in my 
life. 


Perspective 


To my family: 
nthe thanks for your constant 
j _ encouragement. 
it j And last, but not 
kyleELLIS least, to all my friends: 


thank you for all the 
memories. You guys are 
great. Best of luck in everything you do. 
Stay out of jail. 
Goodbye Northrop High School, I 
hope you’ ve enjoyed my perspective. 
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Should Allen County make 
smoking laws tougher? 


ZACHNORRIS 


person is never too young to 
become involved in politics. 
Recently, two eleven-year- 


old girls asked the City Council to 
reconsider the existing policy on Fort 
Wayne’s smoking ordinance. Danielle 
Lenz and Noelle Wit asked the council to 
make the ordinance more restrictive by 
forbidding adults from taking children into 
smoking sections of restaurants. 

According to an April 27 article of 
FortWayne.com, council members took 
the girls’ presentation seriously, despite 
their youth. John Crawford, Republican at 
large, and oncologist, said that later this 
year would be a good time “for us to take 
a look at our ordinance to see if it should 
be updated.” 

Secondhand smoke has very danger- 
ous health effects. A November article of 
Jungusa.com, stated that secondhand 
smoke is especially harmful to young 
children. Secondhand smoke is respon- 
sible for between 150,000 and 300,000 
lower respiratory tract infections in infants 
and children under 18 months of age, 
resulting in between 7,500 and 15,000 
hospitalizations each year. 

Secondhand smoke can also aggra- 
vate symptoms in 200,000 to 1,000,000 
children with asthma. 

With all of the hazards people go 
through in their lives, secondhand smoke 
is an unnecessary risk. As human 
beings,we should be protecting each other. 

Toughening 
the ordinance is 
very important. As 
bad as smoking is, 
endangering 
people with 
secondhand 
smoke is even 
worse. So, when 
two children get 
involved in 


santannaRAMSEY 


verybody who doesn’t smoke 

probably thinks that the law in 

Fort Wayne should change, to 
protect their health as well as their 
children’s health. 

But they should have more courtesy 
for the people who do smoke by not 
trying to ban smoking from every place. 

If someone feels like lighting up a 
cigarette then they should, it’s their 
health and their decision. 

The Fort Wayne smoking law 
passed in May 1999 is still in effect 
today. They are about as good as they 
can get. 

It doesn’t matter where you are, 
you're going to end up around smokers 
some how. For instance, a kid who has a 
parent that smokes, would be exposed to 
smoke all the time. The same if they 
have a friend or a cousin that smokes or 
even if they go walking in a park. 

The law states no one under the age 
of 18 can smoke and restaurants must 
have a separate area so non-smokers do 
not come in contact with them. 

It would be senseless for them to 
change the law because no one would 
really obey them, anyway. 

Yeah, everyone knows second hand 
smoke is just as bad as smoking your- 
self, but changing the law will not get 
you away from it. 

Yes, I know that people who smoke 
should also keep in mind that some non- 
smokers would 
prefer that they 
smoke else 
where instead 
of right in front 
of them. Most 
smokers do take 
this in consider- 
ation. 

With that 
said, I think that 


politics to help 


the smoking law 


their community, 


city, and their peers, it 
makes you realize how 
important this issue is. 
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in Fort Wayne is 
fine and shouldn’t be 
altered for those who 
don’t smoke. 
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Should Indiana 
have changed to 
daylight savings? 


No, now I 
don’t know 
how to 
operate my 
clock. 
-senior Jeff 
Snouffer 


Yes, every- 

one should 

be on the 

same level. = -junior Francesca 
Collins 
Wes. | 
was used 
to having 
it when I 

: i lived in 
Feral Florida. 


No, because 


the T.V. 
show times 
would be 
different. -freshman 
Hitesh Mistry 
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LIMA ROAD DENTISTRY 
Hal Atkinson, DDS + Angie King, DDS 
Gentile Family Dentistry & Orthodontics 


9005 LIMA ROAD 
Fort Wayne, IN 46818 


489-4090 


. Www.wehabychickens.com 


Dupont Animal Care Center 


Complete Care For Your Pet 
Boarding - Veterinary - Grooming 
Obedience Training and Pet Supplies 


534 East Dupont Road = 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 


Cee UA 
Woodland boo] ee 


Old Auburn Rd 


Clem’s Collectibles 


Glenbrook Square 5950 Stellhorn Rd. 


Sports Memorabilia 
Sports Cards 
Nascar 
Games 

Comics Games 


480-7087 485-5235 
www.clemscollectibles.com 


Game Tournaments 


Comics 


Bring in this ad 
and get 10% off 


expires June 30, 2005 
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Buy one ride 
for $5 


| 
| Getone 

| FREE SUDOOGRS GO-MAP TRAICM 
| 

| 


.-- AND OTHER FUN STUFF/ 
Monday 


msy | GET “N” THE RACE 
Sherr Sunday - Thursday 11AmM To 10Pm 
Friday and Saturday 11AmTo 1am 


5015 Speepway Dr. _ 12-ft. Video Screen . 
Electric Darts Daring and difficult! 


Fr. Wayne, IN 46825 Video Games Use the brakes or lose the race! 


Ping-Pong Challenge this indoor road course 


Phone: 483-9968 Foca Great music and a night club atmosphere 


Fax: 471-7761 New race track in Ft. Wayne on the north end of 
Speedway Drive, in the Rhino truck-lining building 


Sorry, No Open-ToeD SHOES On Go-KArTs The only one of its kind in the entire state of Indiana 


Putt-Putt 


4530 Speedway Dr. 
483-7618 


Chiropractic Center 


30 Game Tokens 
$10 


Expires 6/30/05 


'4. FREE Tokens 


| 
| One Coupon per Person : 
| Expires 6/30/05 | 


5931 Stoney Creek Drive 
Ft. Wayne, Indiana 46825 
www. chalfantchiropracic. com 


Do you believe that 


- good government is 
opring 2005 based on the 
. individual? 
MUSIC REHEARSAL CENTER & 
3319 N. Anthony Bird. 260.422.0454 | Do you think that 
i petibaaeN veer es responsibility must 


be honored and 
recognized? 


You're a Republican. 
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Do you wish you were old enough to vote? 


zo2% 
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See- 
SREDSCHAS OFF SHeKe TOSS FH SETS 


Do you want to participate in the political 


LDM'T YOUR BAND GET OUT OF THE BASEMENT OF GARAGE 9 
D PRACTICE IM A PROPER REHEARSAL FACILITY WHERE OUR process: 
BORS WOM'T COMPLAIN ABOUT THE LOUD MUticr 


M WAS THE LAST THME YOU WERE ABLE TO PRACTICE 


A SHOW OM A REAL STAGE OF MAKE A QUALITY VIDEO | You belong with Us. 


YOUR BANDE 


MUSICIANS IN THEAREAT en | Allen County Teenage Republicans 


TOU LOVE TO PLAY FOR FUN BUT DONT 


HAWE ° ° 
NDMATES... CHECK GUT OUR JAM LEAGUE... ORGANIZED | More information at www.allencountytars.com 
I SESSIONS FOR ALL STYLES OF MERIC! ] 


em KNOW HOW TO PLAY AM INSTRUMENT BUT WONT TO To join, call 422-1554 or e-mail 


AM TO PLAY IW A BOND... CHECK OUT OUR JAM SCHOOL! WE 


CLASSES FOR ALL AGES AMD SKILL LEVELS! allencountytars@gmail.com 


STAY TUNED TO LOCAL MEDIA OR CHECK Founded by Josh Kirlin and Jeff Fraser of Carroll High School 
OUT JAMCRIB.COM FOR MORE INFO! 1 Paid for and authorized by the Republican Party of Allen County - Steven R. Shine, Chairman 


Editor’s note: FWCS is not in any way affiliated with the Allen County Teenage Republicans. 


WE BELIEVE AT BALL STATE, WE OFFER 


NATIONALLY BAIN RED 


STUDENTS SHOULD PROGRAMS, AN ACCLAIMED 
G ET LO ST FACULTY, A COMPLETELY 
WIRELESS CAMPUS, AND 

IN THEIR STUDIES, COUNTLESS STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS AND 

PROFESSIONAL CENTERS. 

NOT ON ALL IN A VERY COMFORTABLY 
THEIR CAMPUS. SIZED CAMPUS. FOR THE 


BEST OF ALL WARE S$, 
CALL OR UVISEL 


BALL STATE Mf UNIVERSITY. 
Evvigthong Gon. mesh, (800) 482-4BSU WWW.BSU.EDU 


